
  
1. Call to Order and Open Public Meetings Statement.
  
2. Pledge of Allegiance.
  
3. Roll Call.
  
4. Approval of Minutes.
   
 4.a MOTION to approve minutes as distributed:

April 14, 2026 Regular Session Mtg.
                                                           ROLL CALL VOTE

  
5. Council Reports.
  
6. Borough Administrator’s Report.
  
7. Borough Attorney’s Report.

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 9, 2026 – 7:00 PM 

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://zoom.us/j/92548269284

or

Dial by phone: 1 646 931 3860 
Webinar ID: 925 4826 9284

 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK:

The Mission of the Highland Park Borough Council is to establish a government based upon the
principles of good government: ethics, efficiency and the effective provision of services.

The Borough Council is committed to creating a thriving community, which is sustainable
economically, environmentally and socially.

The Borough Council is further committed to creating a community which values its unique and diverse
populations and encourages direct public participation in the governing process.

AGENDA

* Denotes Consent Agenda Posted Items. Ordinarily, consent agenda items, pursuant to Ordinance
No. 920, are not read nor debated unless there is a request by a member of Council or the public.
Furthermore, unless requested by a member of Council for a separate vote, all consent agenda items, as
per Council’s Rules of Order, Article IV, shall be considered in the form of one MOTION.
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8. Mayor’s Report.
  
9. Public Participation.

(21 minutes total; 3 minutes per speaker limited to items on this Agenda. Comments from members
of the public attending the meeting in-person will be heard first, followed by members of the public
attending the meeting via Zoom.)

  
10. Ordinances Requiring a First Reading.
   
 10.a Ordinance No. 26-2130  Capital Ordinance Amending Capital Ordinance Number 17-

1937  to Increase the Appropriation by $706,151.06 in Additional Funding by the
Department of Transportation for the Safe Routes to School Grant
 
MOTION to approve Ordinance No. 26-2130, authorize publication as required by law,
and set up public hearing for June 23, 2026.
ROLL CALL VOTE

  
11. Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions.

MOTION to adopt ROLL CALL VOTE
   
 11.a *6-26-144  Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Federal Aid Agreement (2025-DT-

BLA-304) with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the TAP 2016
Infrastructure and Intersection Improvements and ADA Compliance Project (F00S(034))

   
 11.b *6-26-145  Resolution Authorizing Paving Restoration Work from Previous Emergency

Water Main Repairs with B&W Construction Co., of NJ, LLC
   
 11.c *6-26-146  Chapter 159 - 2026 Clean Communities Grant 
   
 11.d *6-26-147  Chapter 159 - 2025/2026 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
   
 11.e *6-26-148  Resolution to Authorize Extension of Grace Period for 3rd Quarter Taxes
   
 11.f *6-26-149  Resolution Authorizing Cancellation of Taxes for Properties Owned by

Yeshiva Shaarei Tzion, Inc.
   
 11.g *6-26-150  Resolution Authorizing Execution of the FY2027 Municipal Alliance Contract

with the County of Middlesex
   
 11.h *6-26-151  Resolution to Approve Alcohol Beverage Control Licenses for the 2026-2027

License Term
   
 11.i *6-26-152  Resolution to Approve Renewal of Plenary Retail Distribution License

(Pocket) for the 2026-2027 License Term
   
 11.j *6-26-153  Resolution Authorizing Amendment to Annual Salary Resolution
   
 11.k *6-26-154  Resolution Authorizing Purchase and Installation of  a Ductless HVAC
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System at the Highland Park Environmental Education Center, 20 River Road with Sam's
Air Control Heating & Cooling

   
 11.l *6-26-155  Resolution Referring South Third Avenue Plaza Capital Improvement Project

to Planning Board for Consistency with the Master Plan
   
 11.m *6-26-156  Resolution Authorizing a Request for Proposals (RFP) to Repurpose the

General Tire Sign at 70 Woodbridge Avenue
   
 11.n *6-26-157  Resolution Awarding Contract to F.A. Bartlett Tree Experts for the 2026 Tree

Watering Contract
   
 11.o *6-26-158  Resolution Authorizing a 2026 Stewardship Grant Application to the New

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Urban & Community Forestry Program
   
 11.p *6-26-159  Resolution to Approve Bills List
  
12. Resolutions requiring a Separate Reading.
   
 12.a 6-26-160  Chapter 85 - Resolution to Request a Change in Title, Text, or Amount of

Appropriation pursuant to NJSA 40A:4-85 (NPP)
MOTION adopt                                                 ROLL CALL VOTE

   
 12.b 6-26-161  Chapter 85 - Resolution to Request a Change in Title, Text, or Amount of

Appropriation pursuant to NJSA 40A:4-85  (Arts & History)
MOTION adopt                                                 ROLL CALL VOTE

  
13. Appointments.

Council on Aging
     Valeri Drach Weidmann
 
Recreation Advisory Committee
     Abby Stern Cardinale
MOTION TO CONFIRM                             ROLL CALL

  
14. Second Public Participation.

(3 minutes per speaker on any topic; subject to 9 PM conclusion. Comments from members of the public
attending the meeting in-person will be heard first, followed by members of the public attending the meeting via
Zoom.)

  
15. MOTION to adjourn.
  
16. Next Scheduled Meeting:  June 23, 2026 @ 7 PM
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CAPITAL ORDINANCE NO. 26-2130 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

CAPITAL ORDINANCE AMENDING CAPITAL ORDINANCE NUMBER 17-1937 HERETOFORE 

FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK, IN THE COUNTY OF 

MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ON MAY 2, 2017, PROVIDING FOR THE SAFE ROUTES 

TO SCHOOL GRANT, IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK, TO INCREASE THE 

APPROPRIATION BY $706,151.06 IN ADDITIONAL FUNDING BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION: 

 

 WHEREAS, The Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, 

State of New Jersey (the “Borough”) heretofore finally adopted Capital Ordinance Number 17-1937 on May 2, 

2017, entitled “Capital Ordinance Providing for the Safe Routes to School Grant, In and By the Borough of 

Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, Appropriating $216,000 therefor to pay the 

cost thereof (the “Original Ordinance”); and  

   

 WHEREAS, the Borough expects to receive additional funding from the New Jersey Department of 

Transportation to fund the improvements described in the Original Ordinance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to appropriate and expend such additional funding toward the cost of 

such improvements described in the Original Ordinance; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough desires to amend and restate the Original Ordinance 

in its entirety in order to increase the appropriation therein by $706,151.06 from $216,000 to $922,151.06. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY (a majority of the full membership thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION 1:  Capital Ordinance Number 1937 heretofore finally adopted by the Borough Council on 

the Borough on May 2, 2017, entitled, “Capital Ordinance Providing for the Safe Routes to School Grant, in 

and by the Borough of Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey (the “Borough”) 

Appropriating $216,000 Therefor to Pay the Cost Thereof (the “Original Ordinance”) is hereby amended and 

restated in its entirety, as follows: 

   

 SECTION 2:  The capital purpose described in Section 3 of this capital ordinance is hereby authorized 

as a general capital purpose to be undertaken by the Borough of Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, 

State of New Jersey (the “Borough”).  For the said improvement or purpose state in Section 3 hereof, there is 

hereby appropriated the sum of $922,151.06, said sum consisting of two grants expected to be received by the 

Borough from the New Jersey Department of Transportation in the amounts of $216,000 and $706,151.06 for a 

total amount of $922,151.06 (collectively, the “Grant”); 

 

 SECTION 3: The capital purpose hereby authorized is Safe Routes to Schools consisting of 

construction funds for the infrastructure and intersection improvements and ADA compliance. 

 

 SECTION 4. The expenditures of the $922,151.06 appropriation, consisting of the Grants, for the 

purpose set forth in Section 3 hereof is hereby authorized and approved.  

 

 SECTION 5:  The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 

this capital ordinance and to the extent of any inconsistency herewith, a resolution in the form promulgated by 

the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital programs as approved 

by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 

is on file in the office of the Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

 

 SECTION 6:  This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final adoption as described in N.J.S.A. 

40:49-2. 

 

Introduced on first reading by title:  June 9, 2026 

 

ADOPTED:   

 

ATTEST:      APPROVED:    

 

 

__________________________   __________________________ 

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk   Elsie Foster, Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-144 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A FEDERAL AID 

AGREEMENT (2025-DT-BLA-304) WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION FOR THE TAP 2016 INFRASTRUCTURE AND INTERSECTION 

IMPROVEMENTS AND ADA COMPLIANCE PROJECT (F00S(034)) 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park submitted a 2016 Safe Routes to School grant 

application to the New Jersey Department of Transportation and been awarded a total of 

$922,151.06 in federal-aid funds to cover the cost of construction, construction management and 

inspection, and engineering support; and 

 

WHEREAS, before federal aid funds are made available for a specific program or project, 

the Borough of Highland Park and the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) are 

required to enter into a Federal Aid Agreement to establish terms and conditions applicable to the 

Borough when receiving federal-aid funds for a designated project and to the subsequent operation 

and maintenance of that completed facility; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park desires to enter into an agreement with 

NJDOT in connection with the 2016 Safe Routes to School Phase 1 - Infrastructure and 

Intersection Improvements and ADA Compliance Project. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

 

1. The Mayor or Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to execute 

the Federal Aid Agreement, along with any amendments, contracts, and payment 

requests necessary to complete the project and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized 

to attest to the execution of said Agreement.  

 

2. The Borough of Highland Park hereby authorizes the expenditure of funds pursuant to 

the terms and obligations outlined in the grant agreement. 

 

3. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the NJDOT and the Borough 

Administrator. 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on June 9, 2026. 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-145 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAVING RESTORATION WORK FROM  

PREVIOUS EMERGENCY WATER MAIN REPAIRS WITH  

B&W CONSTRUCTION CO. OF NJ LLC  

 
 WHEREAS, there is a need for paving restorations from previous emergency water main 

repairs completed by B&W Construction Co., of NJ Inc. on Valentine Street, Lawrence Avenue, 

Benner Street/South 9th Avenue  unforeseen emergency water main breaks took place on Lawrence 

Avenue, Valentine Street and Benner Street and 9th Avenue, in the Borough of Highland Park (the 

“Borough”); and  

 

 WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Water & Sewer Account No. 6-05-

55-500-423, in a total amount not to exceed $18,465.24, as reflected by the certification of funds 

by the Chief Financial Officer No. 2026-57. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that 

 

1. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to make payment for said 

restorations with B&W Construction Co., of NJ LLC, PO Box 574, South River NJ 08882 

in an amount not to exceed $18,465.24 per the attached. 

 

2. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Chief Financial Officer, 

Administrator, and Utility Service Affiliates, Inc.-Highland Park (a subsidiary of 

Middlesex Water Company). 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Highland Park Borough Council at a meeting held on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 

 
          RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     

 

6



7



8



RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-146 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION  

2026 CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT 

 

  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 

any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 

amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 

equal amount. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of 

revenue in the 2026 budget in the sum of $32,790.00, which is now available from the 2026 

Clean Communities Grant, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $32,790.00 is hereby appropriated 

under the caption of Clean Communities Grant. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on June 9, 2026. 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-147 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

 

  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 

any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 

amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 

equal amount. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of 

revenue in the 2026 budget in the sum of $76,445.00, which is now available from the 

Community Development Block Grant, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $76,445.00 is hereby appropriated 

under the caption of Community Development Block Grant. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough 

Council of said Borough on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-148 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE EXTENSION OF GRACE PERIOD FOR 3RD 

QUARTER TAXES 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park adopted its 2026 

Municipal Budget on May 19, 2026; and  

 

WHEREAS, the state has still not certified the budget to the County Tax Administrator 

so that the 2026 tax rate can be established; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector cannot bill 3rd quarter until an official rate is set by the 

County Tax Administrator; and  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A 54:4-67 authorizes Council to provide a ten grace period following 

the required payment date or a twenty-five calendar day period after mailing of the tax bills 

during which interest will not be charged. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

 

1. The grace period for the 2026 third quarter taxes be extended twenty-five (25) days from 

the actual date of mailing. 

 

2. That pursuant to N.J.S.A 54:4-66.5 no interest shall be charged on unpaid third quarter 

2026 taxes provided the same are paid on or before twenty-five (25) days from date of 

mailing. 

 

3. That interest thereafter shall be payable at the rate of 8% per annum on the first $1,500.00 

of the delinquency and 18% per annum on any amount in excess of $1,500.00 to be 

calculated from August 1, 2026 until the date of actual payment.  

 

4. That a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Chief Financial Officer and 

Tax Collector. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, 

State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

        

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-149 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF TAXES FOR PROPERTIES OWNED 

BY YESHIVA SHAAREI TZION INC. 

 

WHEREAS, Yeshiva Shaarei Tzion Inc. in Highland Park, New Jersey has made application to 

the Tax Assessor for tax exempt status on 7 properties,  and 

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor has granted tax exempt status to these properties for 2025 going 

forward, and 

 

WHEREAS, the tax exempt status was not entered into the system for 2025 and 2026 which 

created a billing for these 7 properties in error, and  

 

WHEREAS, Yeshiva Shaarei Tzion Inc. paid the taxes for 2025 for these 7 properties which 

totaled $89583.98 when it should have been exempt and has been billed for 2026 taxes when this also 

should be exempt,   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

 

1. The Tax Collector shall be and is hereby authorized to refund the paid 2025 taxes as shown 

below: 

BLOCK  LOT             AMOUNT OF REFUND FOR 2025  

104  6.01  $   931.27 

104  6.02     1516.71 

301  6.01   21784.00 

301  10   16338.00 

301  11   32676.00 

302  15     4084.50 

302  17   12253.50 

 

TOTAL REFUND            $89,583.98 

 

2. That all 2026 taxes for the 7 above mentioned properties be canceled for 2026 after the 2026 tax 

rate and subsequent billing is done. 

 

3. That a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Chief Financial Officer and Tax 

Collector. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New 

Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Borough Council of 

said Borough on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

             

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-150 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE FY2027 MUNICIPAL 

ALLIANCE CONTRACT WITH THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park, County of 

Middlesex, State of New Jersey: 

 

 

1. The Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute an Agreement 

with the Middlesex County Department of Human Services for the provision of 

Municipal Alliance related activities in the Borough of Highland Park for the period 

covering July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027.  

 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council, of said Borough, on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE CONTRACT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

AND THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK FOR FY2027 

 

 

 

      THIS AGREEMENT, made this            day of                            , 2026,  between the 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey, having its principal office at 

75 Bayard Street, in the City of New Brunswick, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereinafter called 

the “County” and the Borough of Highland Park, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey, having its 

principal offices at 221 South Fifth Avenue, Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey. 

 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the County has received a grant from the State of New Jersey – Governor’s Council on   Substance 

Use Disorder (“GCSUD”), and has established a trust account in the amount of $322,020.00 to be used for alcohol 

and substance use prevention and education services to Middlesex County residents; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2), the County may enter into any contract or agreement made by or 

with, inter alia, any county or municipality, or any other state or subdivision thereof, without public 

advertisements for bids; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the County to contract for said services with the appropriate governmental 

agencies; and 

WHEREAS, the County desires to provide the sum of $10,050.00 from State grant funds, to the Borough of 

Highland Park to be used for municipal alliance activities related to alcohol and substance use prevention and 

education services; and 

WHEREAS, Borough of Highland Park must provide matching funds in the amount of $10,050.00 cash and in-

kind services to receive the aforementioned sum; and 

WHEREAS, an agreement is necessary to set forth the terms and conditions under which the County will pay 

said monies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the payment of said monies and the said services to be rendered, the 

parties hereto do mutually promise, covenant and agree as follows: 

Docusign Envelope ID: 1C79BEDF-6A69-8085-821B-D5CB99907E00
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(1) The County shall pay to the Borough of Highland Park the said sum of $10,050.00 in quarterly 

installments and the County Treasurer shall be authorized to issue a draft in accordance with this 

paragraph, upon the approval and execution of this agreement.  It being understood that said funds shall 

be utilized to foster and aid the program hereinafter enumerated.  Said payments shall be made in 

accordance with the Uniform Claims Procedure of the County of Middlesex. 

(2) The Borough of Highland Park does further agree to provide the program services in accordance with the 

approved Alliance Plan accepted by the Local Advisory Committee on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, 

County Alliance Steering Sub-Committee and adopted by the Board of County Commissioners. 

(3) The Borough of Highland Park does further agree to make the program expenditures in accordance with 

the budget section of the aforementioned approval plan.  Any modifications to said budget must receive 

prior written approval from the Office of the County Municipal Alliance Coordinator. 

(4) The Borough of Highland Park does further agree to submit a final billing statement, showing in detail 

the total of funds received and disbursed during the contract period.  Said statement to be submitted prior 

to the disbursement of the final payment. 

(5) The Borough of Highland Park agrees to arrange for an annual audit of its fiscal transaction and fund 

balances, to be conducted by an independent certified public accountant firm.  The cost of the said audit 

shall be paid by Borough of Highland Park, and a certified copy of the same shall be forwarded to the 

Board of County Commissioners.  Said audit should be submitted to the Board of County Commissioners 

no later than ninety (90) calendar days following the end of the contract period. 

(6) Any equipment purchased with the funds provided by this contract, with a value of $500.00 or more, shall 

revert to the County in the event Borough of Highland Park ceases to provide the services outlined in the 

approved plan.  Property acquired through this grant shall be considered to have a useful life of ten (10) 

years. 

(7) The Borough of Highland Park also agrees to contribute a portion of its Alliance Funding for the purpose 

of supporting Alliance-related training/education programs to be conducted during the course of the period 

year indicated. 

(8) The Borough of Highland Park agrees to permit an authorized County representative to visit its facilities 

and observe its program operations for fiscal and service evaluation purposes. 

Docusign Envelope ID: 1C79BEDF-6A69-8085-821B-D5CB99907E00
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(9) The Borough of Highland Park agrees to establish, in cooperation with the County, an acceptable fiscal 

and programmatic monitoring system for the utilization of alliance funds.  This system will entail the 

submission of a completed GCSUD quarterly report according to a prescribed schedule.  Failure to submit 

said report on a timely basis to the County Municipal Alliance Coordinator will void the terms and 

conditions of this agreement, and subject the municipality to possible de-funding. 

(10) The Borough of Highland Park agrees to participate in any State and/or County management information 

system that may be implemented. 

(11) The Borough of Highland Park agrees to provide the said social services without regard to the age, race, 

ethnicity, mental or physical disability, sexual or affectional orientation or preference, marital status, 

genetic information, source of payment, sex, color, creed, religion, or national origin or ancestry of the 

applicant or recipient of services.   

(12) Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires that all programs, services and activities, 

which are contracted out by a governmental entity, must be accessible to a person with disabilities.  The 

Borough of Highland Park will comply with the provisions of Title II of the ADA.  The Borough of 

Highland Park will submit a written plan to the County, which describes the method in which County 

funded programs, activities or services will be provided to a disabled individual as defined in the Act.  

Said plan must be submitted prior to the execution of this contract.  The Borough further ensures that it 

will not discriminate against disabled persons in any aspect of employment, inclusive of the application 

process, hiring, training, advancement and wages, benefits or employer sponsored social activities. 

(13) By executing this Agreement, the Borough of Highland Park certifies that it will neither utilize any portion 

of the contract funds or technology to support or promote violence, terrorist activities or related training 

of any kind, either directly or indirectly, including support of other organizations or persons engaged in 

such activities. 

(14) The Borough of Highland Park agrees to comply with the provisions of the Health Insurance Portability 

and Accountability Act of 1996 (“HIPAA”).  Furthermore, the agency agrees to initiate HIPAA Business 

Associate Agreements (“BAA”) with the County regarding certain protected health information, if 

deemed necessary under the provisions of overall service agreement. 

Docusign Envelope ID: 1C79BEDF-6A69-8085-821B-D5CB99907E00
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(15) The Borough of Highland Park shall conform to all regulations and requirements with regard to 

Affirmative Action. The Borough of Highland Park shall submit, as evidence of same, its New Jersey 

Certificate of Employee Report or its municipal Affirmative Action Plan. 

(16) The obligations of the County are subject to the appropriation and the availability of sufficient funds. 

(17) Alliance funding is for a period of one (1) year.  Future alliance funding will be based on positive 

recommendations by the Local Advisory Committee on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, County Alliance 

Steering Sub-Committee and the Governor’s Council, after review of program goals, objectives, activities 

and reporting requirements. 

(18) To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Borough of Highland Park shall indemnify, defend, and hold 

harmless the County, and its agents or employees from and against any and all claims, damages, losses 

and expenses, including but not limited to attorneys’ fees, arising out of or resulting from provision or 

failure of provision of the services described herein. The County of Middlesex is not authorized to 

indemnify any third party for the acts of any party other than the entities, agents, or employees of the 

County.  However, the County is subject to all provisions of the New Jersey Tort Claims Act, N.J.S.A. 

59:1-1, et seq. and available appropriations.  The County assumes no responsibility or obligations to any 

third parties by making this grant money available to the Borough of Highland Park. 

(19) This Agreement shall be for the period of July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027. 

(20) Failure to comply with the above conditions, terms and obligations, as well as terms in the current GCSUD 

Letter of Agreement, GCSUD Municipal Alliance Program Guidelines and Middlesex County Municipal 

Alliance Program Requirements shall be considered a material breach of this contract and may result in 

termination of said contract and reduction and/or revocation of future funding.  

(21) Miscellaneous Terms: 

a. Assignment. The Borough of Highland Park may not assign, delegate or transfer this Agreement, in 

whole or in part, without the prior written consent of the County. 

b. Governing Law / Venue. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed and enforced in 

accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey without regard to principles of conflict of laws, 

except that Federal law shall apply as to matters where New Jersey law is preempted by Federal law. 

Each of the Parties hereby agrees and consents to be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction and venue of 
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State or Federal courts, as appropriate, located in New Jersey in any suit, action, or proceeding seeking 

to enforce any provision of, or based on any matter arising out of or in connection with, this 

Agreement. 

c. Headings. The various headings of this Agreement are provided for convenience only and shall not 

affect the meaning or interpretation of this Agreement or any provision of it. 

d. Independent Contractor. The Parties are independent contractors. This Agreement shall not be deemed 

to create a partnership or joint venture, or an employment or agency relationship between the Parties. 

Neither Party has the right or authority to assume or create an obligation or responsibility on behalf 

of the other. The County is not liable for the acts of the Borough of Highland Park. 

e. Name, Symbol, and Service Mark. The Parties shall not use each other’s name, symbol, seal, logo, or 

service mark for any purpose without the prior written approval of the other. 

f. Severability. When possible, each provision of this Agreement shall be interpreted in such manner as 

to be effective, valid and enforceable under the applicable law. If any provision of this Agreement is 

held to be prohibited by, or invalid or unenforceable under the law, such provision shall be ineffective 

only to the express extent of such prohibition, unenforceability or invalidity, without invalidating the 

remainder of this Agreement.  

g. Survival. Any provision of this Agreement, including any Attachment, that requires or reasonably 

contemplates the performance or existence of obligations by a Party after expiration or termination of 

this Agreement shall survive such expiration or termination regardless of the reason for expiration or 

termination. 

h. Third Parties. Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, this Agreement is not a third-party 

beneficiary contract and no provision of this Agreement is intended to create or may be construed to 

create any third-party beneficiary rights in any third party. 

i. Waiver. No waiver shall be effective unless in writing and signed by the waiving Party. A waiver by 

a Party of a breach or failure to perform this Agreement shall not constitute a waiver of any subsequent 

breach of failure. 
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j. Warranties and Representations. Each Party warrants and represents, as of the Effective Date and 

continuously thereafter through the entire term of this Agreement and during the post expiration or 

termination transition period described herein, as follows: 

i. This Agreement has been duly executed and delivered by the Party, and constitutes a legal, 

valid, and binding agreement that is enforceable against such Party in accordance with its 

terms, except as limited by applicable laws. 

ii. The execution and delivery of this Agreement and the performance of the Party’s obligations 

hereunder do not (a) conflict with or violate any provision of the Party’s organizational 

documents or laws, or (b) conflict with, or constitute a default under, any contractual 

obligation of the Party. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this agreement to be signed by their proper municipal 

officers and affixed on the day set forth above. 

 

ATTEST:               COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX: 

 

 

 

________________________________           ______________________________ 

Erica Del Plato, Clerk     Ronald G. Rios, Director 

Board of County Commissioners   Board of County Commissioners 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY    BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK: 

 

 

 

  

_________________________________        __________________________________ 

Niki Athanasopoulos             Mayor 

First Deputy County Counsel  
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-151 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 
 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE 2026-2027 ABC LICENSES 
 

 WHEREAS, applications for renewal licenses issued in the Borough of Highland Park under the provisions 

of the Alcoholic Beverage Law (NJSA 33:1-1 et seq.) have been made by the hereinafter applicants, and 
 

 WHEREAS, said applications have been examined and the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Highland 

Park have made the following findings of fact with respect to each of the applicants: 
 

 1. Said applications are complete in all respects.  

 2. The applicants and the premises are qualified to be licensed in accordance with Title 33, all regulations 

promulgated by the New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control and local ordinances as amended 

and supplemented pertinent to and consistent with Title 33. 

 3. The applicants have disclosed, and the issuing authority has ascertained and reviewed, the source of any 

additional financing obtained in the previous license term for use in the licensed business. 

 4. The Mayor and Council are of the opinion that said applications should be approved. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that 

the following renewal licenses issued under the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law (NJSA 33:1-1 et seq.) to sell 

alcoholic beverages upon the premises set forth opposite their names under the terms and conditions prescribed in 

the Act aforesaid, the amendments and supplements thereof, and the ordinances, rules and regulations promulgated 

by the Director of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, State of New Jersey, shall be and are hereby approved, 

to wit: 
 

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSES 

Eisigian LLC t/a Mr. Pi Sushi & Kumamoto Noodle, 247 Raritan Ave. – 1207-33-004-008 

Pad-Thai, Inc. d/b/a Pad Thai, 217 Raritan Ave. – 1207-33-005-004 

Kiadan Inc., 13B North 4th Ave., Pino’s Wine Cellar - 1207-33-010-011 

Wilhelm & Young, Inc. d/b/a Park Pub, 182 Woodbridge Ave. - 1207-33-011-002 
 

PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LICENSES 

Kiadan Inc., d/b/a Pino's Fruit Basket Shoppe, 13A North 4th Ave. – 1207-44-006-010 

Surdas, LLC d/b/a Park Liquors), 80 Raritan Ave – 1207-44-007-007 
 

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE W/BROAD PACKAGE PRIVILEGE 

SAMP Beverages, Inc. dba Highland Park Wine & Liquors, 97 Woodbridge Ave – 1207-32-003-008 

Four W. Properties LLC dba The Greenhouse Loft, 431 Raritan Ave – 1207-32-008-015 
 

CLUB LICENSE 

White Mountain Cretans Fraternity, 1152 Raritan Ave – 1207-31-012-002 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall be and is hereby authorized and directed to 

issue to the aforesaid licensees the license aforesaid, which licenses shall be effective July 1, 2026 and shall expire 

June 30, 2027. 
 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, do 

hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Borough Council of said Borough on June 

9, 2026. 

 

____________________________ 

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-152 

HIGHLAND PARK BOROUGH 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION 

LICENSE (POCKET) FOR THE 2026-2027 LICENSE TERM 

 

WHEREAS, the Division of A.B.C is taken the position that the authority over the 

renewal of inactive licenses now falls squarely on municipalities as P.L. 2023, c.290 removed the 

requirement that inactive license holders no longer need to apply to the Division of A.B.C. for 

relief under N.J.S.A. 33:1- 12.39; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Division of A.B.C has further taken the position that after August 1, 

2024 a retail consumption license that has not been “actively used” for two consecutive years, 

which cannot be renewed, shall expire, unless the municipality, in the exercise of its discretion, 

renews the license for an additional year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Division of A.B.C. issued Advisory Notice AN-2025-01 regarding the 

implementation of the recent liquor license reform P.L. 2023, c.290 of inactive licenses; and 

 

WHEREAS, Advisory Notice AN-2025-01 addresses the definition of “active use” in the 

context of P.L. 2023, c.290 and has taken the position that a municipality on a case-by-case basis, may 

consider and balance certain factors that demonstrate whether a licensee has taken significant steps to 

activate the license. 

 

WHEREAS, municipalities must review each individual inactive license file prior to 

issuing a resolution renewing the license for the 2026-2027 license term; and 

 

WHEREAS, the new law requires the Director of A.B.C to produce a quartile list of inactive 

plenary retail consumption licenses on the effective date of the Act that must be used by the license 

holder, transferred by the license holder in a private sale to a transferee who will actively use the 

license or permit the municipality with an inactive license to transfer the license to a contiguous 

municipality as part of an economic redevelopment plan or revitalization area; and 

 

WHEREAS, renewal applications and required fees for the license year 2026-2027 for 

Plenary Retail Distribution License below have been filed with the municipality. 

 
SAMP Beverages, Inc. 

POCKET since November 28, 2025 
1207-44-001-006 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New 

Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Borough Council of 

said Borough on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

____________________________ 

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-153 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO ANNUAL SALARY RESOLUTION 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the 

annual Salary Resolution No. 1-26-12, which was adopted on January 6, 2026, showing the names, 

titles and salaries of the officers and employees of the Borough of Highland Park, is amended as 

follows:  

 

Ayva Underwood, Seasonal Summer Camp Staff, $17.00 Hourly, Effective 05/18/2026 

Nitai Blank, Seasonal Summer Camp Staff, $16.25 Hourly, Effective 05/31/2026 

Anthony Stiener, Seasonal Summer Camp Staff, $18.75 Hourly, Effective 05/31/2026 

Jude Crowley, Seasonal Summer Camp Staff, $16.25 Hourly, Effective 05/31/2026 

Logan Cambell, Seasonal Summer Camp Staff, $15.92 Hourly, Effective 05/31/2026 

Matthew Brozozowski, Seasonal Summer Camp Staff, $17.25 Hourly, Effective 05/31/2026 

Michael Brozozowski, Seasonal Summer Camp Staff, $16.25 Hourly, Effective 05/31/2026 

Leighann Walkoviak, Seasonal Summer Camp Staff, $17.00 Hourly, Effective 05/31/2026 

Tyler Giesler, Seasonal Summer Camp Staff, $21.50 Hourly, Effective 05/31/2026 

Jacob Rivera, Part Time Fire Fighter, $24.05 Hourly, Effective 06/02/2026 

Michael Kovalchik, Police Officer, $52841.00 Yearly, Effective 06/01/2026 

Sebastian Gonzalez, Police Officer, $52841.00 Yearly, Effective 06/01/2026 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to 

make the necessary changes in the payroll records of the Finance Department in accordance with 

the changes established by this Resolution. 

 
 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Highland Park Borough Council at a meeting held on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

 

             

      Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-154 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF A DUCTLESS 

HVAC SYSTEM AT THE HIGHLAND PARK ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER, 20 RIVER 

ROAD WITH SAM’S AIR CONTROL HEATING & COOLING 

 

 WHEREAS, there is a need for the purchase and installation of a ductless HVAC system 

at the Highland Park Environmental Center, 20 River Road, Highland Park NJ; and 

 

 WHEREAS, three (3) quotes were solicited and only two quotes were received as follows: 

 

 Sam’s Air Control Heating & Cooling                                   $  8,699.99 

 All County Mechanical Contracting  $16,550.00 

 East Coast Mechanical  no quote provided; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Works has recommended that said services be 

rendered from Sam’s Air Control Heating & Cooling based on their attached quote for same; and 

 

 WHEREAS, funds are available for this purpose in Grant Fund Account No. G-02-41-

825-201, as reflected by the certification of funds available by the Chief Financial Officer No. 

2026-58.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

 

1. The Superintendent of Public Works is hereby authorized and directed to accept the quote 

for Purchase and Installation of a ductless HVAC System at the Environmental Center, 20 

River Road, Highland Park NJ with Sam’s Air Control Heating & Cooling, 1217 US 1, 

Edison NJ 08837, at a total cost not to exceed $8,699.99. 

 

2. That a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Superintendent of Public Works 

and the Chief Financial Officer. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-155 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION REFERRING A PROPOSED CAPITAL PROJECT (SOUTH THIRD 

AVENUE PLAZA) TO THE PLANNING BOARD PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40:55D-31  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park proposes to undertake 

a capital improvement project consisting of the creation of a public plaza, expanded parking court, 

and streetscape improvements on the municipal right-of-way on South Third Avenue and adjacent 

municipally-owned properties, more formally known as Block 3001, Lots 5, 6, and 7 on the Tax 

Map of the Borough of Highland Park (the “Project”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the proposed Project necessitates the expenditure of public funds and will 

impact the character and appearance of the downtown area and adjacent properties; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 

40:55D-31, whenever the Planning Board has adopted any portion of the Master Plan, the 

governing body shall refer such action or specific project to the Planning Board for review and 

recommendation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park Planning Board has adopted portions of the 

Master Plan. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park as follows: 

 

1. The Governing Body hereby refers the proposed Project, along with any accompanying 

plans, specifications, and documentation, to the Highland Park Planning Board for 

review and recommendation as to its consistency with the Master Plan, pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40:55D-31.  

2. The Planning Board is requested to review the Project and provide a recommendation 

as to its consistency to the Governing Body, or inform the Governing Body if no 

recommendation can be provided within the statutory 45-day period.  

3. The Borough Clerk is directed to forward a certified copy of this Resolution, along with 

the project plans and documents, to the Secretary of the Planning Board.   

  

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Highland Park Borough Council at a meeting held on June 9, 2026. 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 

  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-156 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) TO 

REPURPOSE THE GENERAL TIRE SIGN AT 70 WOODBRIDGE AVENUE  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s adopted Neighborhood Preservation Program (NPP) Year 

Four Implementation Plan for the Woodbridge Avenue District includes public art and 

placemaking initiatives intended to enhance district vibrancy, strengthen community identity, and 

support neighborhood revitalization; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park seeks to repurpose the vintage freestanding 

pole sign located at 70 Woodbridge Avenue, known as the “General Tire” sign, as a public art 

installation that advances these objectives; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator recommends a Request for Proposals (RFP) to 

select qualified artists and designers for the sign's design, installation, and necessary site 

improvements.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, New Jersey, that the Borough Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to 

issue a Request for Proposals for the repurposing of the General Tire Sign at 70 Woodbridge 

Avenue. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Highland Park Borough Council at a meeting held on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George X    

Hale X    

Hersh X    

Kim-Chohan X    

Postelnik X    

Vargas X    
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-157 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT TO F.A. BARTLETT TREE EXPERTS 

FOR THE 2026 TREE WATERING PROGRAM 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for tree watering services for trees planted in 2025; and 

 

WHEREAS, four quotes were solicited for watering and two quotes were received as 

follows: 

     Option 1 (50 Trees) Option 2 (100 Trees) 

F.A. Bartlett Tree Experts   $25,000.00  $50,000.00 

SJC Lawncare, Inc.     $27,500.00  $52,500.00 

Downes Tree Service   declined to submit proposal 

 RichView Consulting   no response given 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has recommended that said services be purchased 

from F.A. Bartlett Tree Experts, based on their quote for same and previous work done for 

Highland Park as well as their overall experience and available equipment; and 

 

 WHEREAS, funds in an amount not to exceed $40,000.00 are available in Current Fund 

Account No. 6-01-26-290-237 and funds in an amount not to exceed $10,000 are available in Trust 

Fund Account No. T-12-56-500-001, for a total amount not to exceed $50,000.00, as reflected by 

the Certification of Funds Available by the Chief Financial Officer No. 2026-59. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that: 

 

1. The Council hereby awards a contract to F.A. Bartlett Tree Experts, 205 Rutgers Street, 

Maplewood, NJ 07040, for the 2026 Tree Watering Program for a total not to exceed 

contract amount of $50,000.00. 

 

2. A certified copy of this resolution shall be provided to the Borough Administrator and 

Chief Financial Officer. 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on June 9, 2026. 

 

       

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-158 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A 2026 STEWARDSHIP GRANT APPLICATION TO 

THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION  

URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY PROGRAM 
 

 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has Stewardship 

Grant funds available to local governments to support municipalities in maintaining healthy, safe, 

and sustainable urban and community forests through professional tree care services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Shade Tree Advisory Committee (STAC) desires to efficiently maintain 

the Borough’s tree canopy and meet the goals outlined in their approved Community Forestry 

Management Plan (CFMP); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Shade Tree Advisory Committee has recommended that the Borough 

apply for this grant funding in the amount of $25,000, which requires a 25% in-kind or cash match; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park finds it to be in the 

best interest of the public to maintain the Borough’s tree canopy and supports the grant application. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

 

1. The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to submit a Stewardship 

Grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Urban and 

Community Forestry Program. 

 

2. The Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on 

behalf of the Borough of Highland Park and that their signature constitutes acceptance of 

the terms and conditions and approves the execution of the grant agreement.   

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Highland Park Borough Council at a meeting held on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

             

      Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-159 

  BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF BILLS LIST 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all 

claims presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough 

Treasurer, and which have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park 

Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the same are hereby approved; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of 

this meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in 

accordance with said Ordinance. 

 

1. The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 6/9/2026 can be found in the 

Bills List Journal Book No. 46. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on June 9, 2026. 
 
 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-26-160 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING CHANGE IN TITLE, TEXT, OR AMOUNT OF 

APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO NJSA 40A:4-85 

 

  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-85 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may, at the request of, or with the consent of, the governing body of any 

county or municipality, make such correction of the title, text, or amount of any appropriation 

appearing in the budget as may be necessary to make said item of appropriation available for the 

purpose or purposes required for the needs of any county of municipality, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the provisions of 

NJSA 40A:4-85, the Borough of Highland Park hereby requests the Director of the Division of 

Local Government Services to make the following correction in the 2026 budget: 

 

     

 From:  Matching Funds for Grants    $25,000.00   

     To:   Neighborhood Preservation Program Grant Match $25,000.00 

 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the foregoing correction is, in the opinion of the 

governing body, warranted and authorized by the statute referred to above, and is necessary for 

the orderly operation of the Middlesex County, Borough of Highland Park for the reason set 

forth: 

 

1. At the time of the 2026 budget adoption The Borough of Highland Park had not yet been 

awarded the Green Communities grant.  The Borough budgeted grant match funds in the 

event the Borough received the grant.  After budget adoption, the Borough was awarded 

the grant and therefore has the need to move those matching funds to the grant. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough 

Council of said Borough on June 9, 2026. 

 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTIN NO. 6-26-161 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NJ 

 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING CHANGE IN TITLE, TEXT, OR AMOUNT OF 

APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO NJSA 40A:4-85 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-85 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may, at the request of, or with the consent of, the governing body of any 

county or municipality, make such correction of the title, text, or amount of any appropriation 

appearing in the budget as may be necessary to make said item of appropriation available for the 

purpose or purposes required for the needs of any county of municipality, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the provisions of 

NJSA 40A:4-85, the Borough of Highland Park hereby requests the Director of the Division of 

Local Government Services to make the following correction in the 2026 budget: 

 

     

 From:  Matching Funds for Grants    $750.00   

     To:   Arts & History Grant Match    $750.00 

 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the foregoing correction is, in the opinion of the 

governing body, warranted and authorized by the statute referred to above, and is necessary for 

the orderly operation of the Middlesex County, Borough of Highland Park for the reason set 

forth: 

 

1. At the time of the 2026 budget adoption The Borough of Highland Park had not yet been 

awarded the Green Communities grant.  The Borough budgeted grant match funds in the 

event the Borough received the grant.  After budget adoption, the Borough was awarded 

the grant and therefore has the need to move those matching funds to the grant. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough 

Council of said Borough on June 9, 2026. 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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