
ORDINANCE NO. 26-2129 
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK  

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF A PORTION OF CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERTY – Block 3001, Lots 17, 18, 19, and 33 (332 RARITAN AVENUE) 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park (the “Borough”) has determined that a need 

exists to acquire a portion of the real properties designated as Block 3001, Lots17, 18, 19 and 33 
on the Borough’s official tax maps for public purposes as is authorized by law, including but not 
limited to ingress and egress from neighboring Borough parking lots; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that said use is for public purposes and will 
promote the general health and welfare of the community; and  

WHEREAS, Section 40A:12-5(a)(1) of the Local Land and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:12-1 et seq. empowers municipalities to acquire real property by direct negotiation leading to 
the purchase of the portion of said property or by condemnation should that be necessary.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, and State of New Jersey, as follows:  

Section 1. The foregoing recitals are hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set 
forth herein. 

Section 2. The Borough is hereby authorized to acquire a portion of the real property 
designated as Block 3001, Lots 17, 18, 19 and 33 on the Borough’s official tax maps, more 
particularly described and depicted in Exhibit A attached hereto, by any of the following methods: 
(i) consummation of a purchase and sale or easement agreement which is the product of direct 
negotiations with the owners of such property, (ii) by a gift, grant or contribution by any owner of 
such property, or (iii) by condemnation of any such property that is carried out pursuant to the 
Eminent Domain Act, N.J.S.A. 20:3-1 et seq. 

Section 3. The Borough Attorney and/or other special legal counsel, and the Borough 
Planner are hereby authorized and directed to perform or carry out or cause to be performed or 
carried out, any studies, surveys, tests, soundings, borings, appraisals, title searches and title report 
reviews as reasonably necessary to determine the value of any of the properties, the location and 
quality of any of the properties and any environmental matters associated with the property and to 
undertake any action necessary or appropriate to acquire the aforementioned real property.  

Section 4.  The Borough Attorney, and/or other special legal counsel, are hereby 
authorized to negotiate with the property’s owner, and the Borough Attorney, and/or other special 
legal counsel are authorized to file and pursue any condemnation action, as necessary.  

Section 5. The Mayor, Borough Planner, Business Administrator, Borough Clerk and 
such other officers as may be necessary are hereby authorized to undertake any actions and execute 
and deliver any paper, form or document necessary or appropriate to acquire said properties by 
any of the methods set forth in Section 2 of this ordinance.  

Section 6. Any such actions taken by the above officials and/or consultants prior to the 
date hereof are hereby ratified.  

Section 7. This ordinance shall take effect in accordance with applicable law.  

Introduced and passed on first reading by title:  April 28, 2026. 
 
ADOPTED:  May 19, 2026 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED:  
 
 
________________________   _____________________________ 
Jennifer Santiago     Elsie Foster 
Borough Clerk      Mayor 
  



 

 

Exhibit A 

Depiction of Property to be Acquired 

 

An easement to connect the Borough’s parking lot on South 3rd Avenue to South 4th Avenue for 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 


