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GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR

Last month the Borough of Highland Park, NJ was part of a select group of municipalities added to
New Jersey State’s registry of ‘Film Ready Communities’ after completing the New Jersey Motion
Picture and Television Commission’s Film Ready New Jersey Program. The Film Ready Program
educates municipal staff on the needs of motion picture and television productions and sets
standards for attracting filmmaking.

Together with other cohorts recognized in March 2024 and August 2025, the registry now has 58
‘Film Ready Communities’ in New Jersey.

I am proud that Highland Park has joined this elite group of New Jersey towns and is now well
positioned to host movie and TV filming projects. This designation can expand economic
opportunities in our area and provide new audiences for our businesses. Thank you to the Borough
staff who laid the groundwork for our Borough to welcome a new industry, which can take advantage of the small town charm
that Highland Park has to offer.

Update from the Borough Council

Report-a-Concern Portal: At the March 10th meeting, Council Members Hale and Hersh

reminded residents that the best way to let the Borough know of non-emergency items that need to be
addressed is the Report a Concern portal on the front page of the Borough’s website (www.hpboro.com).
You can find the link in the round yellow button in the middle of the screen or under the “I Want To...” in
the navigation bar at the top. Each time a resident uses this tool, the concern is forwarded to the

relevant department, at which time they will investigate and determine what, if anything, needs to be done
¢ to address the concern. Submitting a report online helps the Borough to track and respond more efficiently.

Redevelopment Plans for Cleveland Avenue and the Former Sunoco and Adjacent Sites: At the
March 10th meeting, the Borough Council approved two resolutions authorizing agreements with the
planning firm LRK, Inc., the Borough Planner, to prepare redevelopment plans for key sites in

Highland Park. One plan will focus on Cleveland Avenue near the intersection with Madison Avenue. The other will cover the
former Sunoco site and nearby properties on Raritan and South Second Avenues. The scope of work for both plans includes com-
munity outreach and opportunities for public input and feedback.

lews from Woodbridge Ave NPP District:

Highland Park continues to invest in the Woodbridge Avenue corridor through its Neighborhood Preservation

Program (NPP). To date, we have committed more than $156,000 to commercial and residential facade improvement grants,
leveraging more than $432,000 in total reinvestment. These upgrades have helped create a more vibrant and welcoming district
for residents and visitors to local businesses. Applications are now open for the 2026 NPP Facade Improvement grants.
Residential property owners within the district can apply for up to $5,000 to improve home exteriors, including painting, porch
repairs, windows, and lighting. Commercial property owners can apply for fagade grants of up to $10,000, along with additional
support of $5,000 to improve storefront and pedestrian scale lighting. Eligible projects include
signage, awnings, lighting, sidewalks, and accessibility upgrades. Funding is limited and awarded
on a first come, first served basis. To learn more or apply,

| visit:https://www.hpboro.com/government/neighborhood-preservation-program

or contact Rutuja Vartak at rvartak(@hpboro.com.




Upcoming Special Events

May — Cinco De Mayo Event: Tuesday, May Sth, 11:00 am
Entertainment by Sol Azteca

May - Mother’s Day Luncheon: Tuesday, May 12th, 12:00 pm
Catered by Pithari (Kosher option available upon request)
Entertainment by Elvis Presley Tribute Show

May — Hackensack Meridian Health Fair: Wednesday, May 26th, 2:00 — 6:00 pm
Join Hackensack Meridian Health for Blood pressure, glucose, cholesterol, BMI,
Stroke risk assessment and visual acuity screenings.

June - Senior Prom (“Dancing Under the Stars”): Tuesday, June 16th, 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Catering TBD (Kosher option available upon request)
Entertainment by DJ Maxx

Save the Dates

e Memorial Day Parade - Monday, May 25th (listed info)

e Senior Prom Dancing Under the Stars - Tuesday, June 16th 4-7 pm

e Fireworks - Thursday, July 2nd | 6:00 PM - Rain Date: Sunday, July 5th
e ParkStock Summer Concert Series

All concerts are held from 6:00 — 8:00 PM at Grove 1, in Donaldson Park
e Thursday, July 16 — Concert Rain Date: Thursday, July 23

e Thursday, July 30 — Concert Rain Date: Thursday, August 6

e Thursday, August 13 — Concert Rain Date: Thursday, August 20

e Thursday, August 27 — End-of-Summer Concert

e Rain Date: Thursday, September 3rd

Community Services Outreach & Assistance

Social Worker Appointments:
Call (732) 819-0052 or email nhuff@hpboro.com to schedule an appointment. Walk-in
hours are available on Fridays (no appointment necessary).
Food Pantry Hours:
2nd and 4th Thursdays: 9:00 am — 10:45 am and 6:00 pm — 7:00 pm
2nd and 4th Saturdays: 9:30 am — 10:30 am

News at the Highland Park Public Library

This summer join the library in Unearthing a Story! At Your Library. Check our website as summer gets closer to learn
how to participate in our Summer Reading challenges and programming to help you Unearth your Story.

Adult programming

Highland Park Public Library has been selected for the Yiddish Book Center’s Between Two Worlds grant program. We’ll
be hosting a series of book discussions & associated programs throughout the year, together with our community partners,
the Human Relations Commission & Raices Cultural Center. We’ll read three works of Yiddish literature in translation,
plus one related book. (Continued to page 3)
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| Friday Matinee: Come watch a film at the library at 1 p.m. on most Friday afternoons! The
lineup includes both classic and recent films. Please check the library website or call for the schedule.
Join the Adult Services Department for our newest book club: the Past Time Book Group! We meet
@ on a Thursday morning to discuss a historical fiction book. In May, we will discuss Train Dreams by
i i i . Denis Johnson.

s | Children’s Programming
Crafty Kids May 28 at 4:00 pm Our children’s librarian reads stories with our 3-5 year-olds. Then,

”’-‘-“"f”ﬁif *?:_‘J-’;‘ fublie 1 everyone makes a craft about the stories. Featuring a different theme each month!

Tot Time on Tuesdays at 10:30 or 11:15 am. Join our children’s librarian for stories, songs, movement,
and rhymes for children ages 2-3. Sessions run through June 9 and begin again in July.

Books and Babies on Wednesdays at 10:30 am is a lap sit storytime for our newborns to 24 months

# and their caregivers. Sessions run through June 10 and begin again in July.

| Book Break is a stories, songs and movement program for 4 & 5 year olds. It happens on Wednesdays
at 3:30 pm. Sessions run through June 10 and begin again in July.

Teens’ Programming

The Dungeons and Dragons club is back on April, 27 and May 18 at 4:30 pm. Be sure to register at
https://www.hpplnj.org/teens/

All programs are supported by the Friends of the Highland Park Public Library.

As always visit us at www.hpplnj.org for more information and registration information.

News from Main Street Highland Park

What’s Happening Downtown on Main Street

* Farmers Market, every Friday, 11 am - 5 pm. Join us downtown every Friday for Highland Park’s
renowned Farmers Market! With over three dozen vendors, our market has Jersey fresh produce,
plants, mushrooms, pickles, fresh seafood, nuts, sauces, crafts, pet treats, food trucks, live music,
monthly festivals and celebrations, local businesses and nonprofits, and more! Don’t miss our
weekly downtown party, on the Borough Square lot next to 212 Raritan Avenue.

’ * Spring Fling Street Fair & Earth Day Fair: Sunday May 3, 11:30 am to 4:30 pm
*  Join us on Main Street after the 5k race for our annual Spring Fling Street Fair and Earth Day Fair,
with vendors, food, music, performances, community groups, and more.

* Porchfest: Sunday May 17, Noon to 6 p.m.
A great day of music and community all over town. Spend the day strolling around town to see all the performances.

* Downtown Planting Days: Thursday May 21 & Friday May 22
Come help fill the downtown planters with spring plants.

* Restaurant Week: Thursday July 9 to Sunday July 19
Stay tuned for Restaurant Week tie-ins with the World Cup, which ends on July 19.

* Window Art Walk & Art Show: September & October
Walk around downtown and explore the artwork of local artists in the windows of our downtown businesses.

(Continued to page 4)
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What’s Happening Downtown on Main Street
(Continued from page 3)

* Arts in the Park: Sunday September 20, 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Celebrate a day of art in downtown Highland Park, with Raritan Avenue filled with artists, a juried art show, a youth art show,
a kids’ art zone, vendors, local businesses, community groups, food trucks, four stages of live music and dance and theater
performances, and more.

* Townwide Garage Sale: Saturday October 17 & Sunday October 18
Two full days of hunting for repurposed treasures, or selling your own.

* Garage Bands at the Garage Sale: Saturday October 18
During the Garage Sale, stop by the Welkovitz Pavilion for a full day of live music!

Learn about all these events and more at mainstreethp.org

On Wednesday, March 4, the Borough hosted a neighborhood meeting to review the terms of a
proposed settlement agreement that will impact the future of the property known as Buck Woods
(Block 3301, Lot 27.01).

The Borough’s professional team outlined for the audience the history of the decades-long litigation with the property own-
er, JSM at Highland Park LLC (JSM), who alleged that the Borough dumped debris on the property more than 30 years ago,
causing contamination. The court has already determined the Borough bears some responsibility for the contamination, which
brings with it a potential financial exposure of more than $5 million.

In addition to reviewing the legal case, the Borough provided an overview of the current
land use approvals in place for the Buck Woods property. To date, JSM at Highland Park
has secured all the necessary approvals in order to apply for building permits to con-
struct a 75-unit apartment building consisting of 63 market-rate and 12 affordable units,
with larger than average unit sizes (2,500 SF), a single point of entry/exit, and a private
tot lot. The estimated school impact from this project would be 32 children.

For more than a year, the parties have engaged in settlement negotiations to avoid a
lengthy and costly trial. Throughout these discussions, Borough officials emphasized
several non-negotiables: no direct payment or debt, no expansion of the building enve-
lope, no reduction in affordable housing, and clear community benefits. The settlement
agreement provides for an increase in the number of residential units from 75 to 148,
including 126 market-rate units and 22 affordable units, but with no change to the ap-
proved building dimensions. The plan includes two points of entry/exit, improved fire
W access, a connector road, enhanced landscaping buffers, a public park/playground, and
a walking path connecting to the Meadows Trail. The estimated school impact from this
project would be 24 children.

| Next steps in the settlement process are the approval of the agreement at a meeting of
the Borough Council. Following that, the lawsuit would be withdrawn and the Borough
would proceed with a redevelopment area designation, plan adoption, and subsequent
site plan approvals. To watch the recording of the meeting, visit the Borough’s HPTV YouTube Channel.

To view the presentation slides, see: www.hpboro.com/home/showpublisheddocument/5699/639083935193200000

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Teri Jover at tjover@hpboro.com or 732-819-3789.
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