BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
REGULAR MEETING
December 16, 2025 — 7:00 PM

A Regular Meeting of the Highland Park Mayor and Council was held on Tuesday, December 16, 2025,
and was called to order by Mayor Foster at 7:00 PM. Annual Notice of this meeting was provided to The
Home News Tribune, the Star Ledger and the Highland Park Planet on January 8, 2025 and was posted on
the Borough website at www.hpboro.com and on the bulletin board at Borough Hall, 221 South Fifth
Avenue, Highland Park, NJ and has remained continuously posted as required by law.

Pledge of Allegiance.
Amee Pollack led the flag salute.

Roll Call:
Present: Mayor Foster, Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik,
Vargas, Borough Attorney Rainone, Special Counsel Baumann, Borough
Administrator Jover, and Borough Clerk Santiago.
Absent: None.

Honors, Awards and Presentations.
Council Member Vargas read the proclamation in recognition of John Marron and Amee Pollack —
Highland Park Arts Commission into the record.

Approval of Minutes:
Motion was made by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Postelnik to approve
the minutes of November 25, 2026 Regular meeting as distributed, by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Motion was made by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Postelnik to approve
the minutes of December 2, 2025 Regular meeting as distributed, by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: Vargas.

Council Reports.

Council Member George reported on the terrible news nationally, the news of the murder of people
celebrating a feast of light on the beach, of numerous students studying for finals, and the recent sad
murder of world influencing talent who brought laughter and insight into so much. It's tough to focus on
the reason for the season. But I looked around last night at the crowd that filled this room on such a cold
night of our friends and neighbors crowding around to hear how we're trying to create a place for town
harmony, peace, assembly, and that let me know that you all make it more bearable as we do this town
together. This holiday is the one present we give each other. The police department reports: it's been quiet
as the community activities for the year are done. Coffee and cocoa with a cop was very successful. The
toy drive and food drive this month broke records for the collection. You might have been watching the
snowstorm over the weekend and wondered why our fire trucks were out all over town. Chief Shamy
reported that we answered nine calls in just three hours during the peak of the storm. But fortunately, they
were just for icing on wires which were close to the ground and the sidewalks. Finally, the library is also
taking rest after a very busy year which saw the installation of the pergola and the seating area on North
6th. And thanks to the Mayor and Council Members and Administration who brave the cold to dedicate it
the other day. We also accomplished the complete repaving of the front entrance on North as well as the
completion of the installation of the media room and several art shows and civic presentations there
kicked off its new purpose and dedication.

Council Member Postelnik echoed a comment from colleague, Council Member George. There was
obviously very terrible news over the weekend but it was really nice to come together this Sunday. It was
very, very frigid day and see a lot of people come out to the first night of Hanukkah eat some donuts and
be together. He thanked his boards and commissions for a very successful year of activities and
programming. He thanked the Board of Health, the Human Relations Commission, and the Commission
on Universal Access. He wished everyone a happy holiday season.

Council Member Vargas said it was an honor to collaborate with John, Amy and Pat and everybody who
put the work into putting this proclamation together. The Arts Commission, on Sunday, December 7,
hosted its second annual poet festival, a project led by Commission member Ariana Estumi. This event
brought together a diverse group of spoken word artists and was thoughtfully and meticulously planned
by commission members, each of whom played an important and vital role in success. That strong sense
of teamwork was clearly evident throughout the festival which welcomed an estimated maybe 200
attendees at Pino’s. Council Member Hersh was one of the judges there and you can attest how many
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people were there and how great it was. She extended her sincere thanks to Pino’s for graciously hosting
and always be a space where we can host such events and to every member of the Arts commission for
weaving together such a vibrant and meaningful event, one that will become a highly anticipated as an
annual tradition. While winter is upon us, the recreation department is already at heart planning for
summer and summer camp preparations are officially underway. Having served as a summer camp
program director myself, I know firsthand how exciting and challenging this process can be. I wish the
team continued success and I look forward to seeing what's in store for this coming summer. She
reminded everyone that there will be a holiday performance at the Community Center on December 17th
beginning at 12:30pm. Performance will feature the Edison High School dance ensemble now in its ninth
year. Zone 6 Teen Center will be holding a winter wonderland event for students K through 12 on
Tuesday, December 23rd from 3 to 6 p.m. For more information, please email the teen center director,
Ashton Burrell. Finally, I'm happy to share that the Borough holiday dinner is back after a pandemic
hiatus. This complimentary event will take place on December 25th from 1 to 3 pm and will include food,
music, fun, and holiday cheer. Guests are asked to RSVP by this Friday, December 19th, by calling the
center at 732-819-0052 so we can plan accordingly for all the guests. For those interested in volunteering,
donating, or sponsoring anything, please contact the Community Center at the same number 732-819-
0052. She wished everyone a happy third night of Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, Happy Kwanzaa, and a
happy and healthy new year. Wishing everyone good health, success, happiness, and the safety we

all very much need.

Council Member Hale said we've had some tough times, certainly the massacre in Australia, the shooting
of Brown, and the death of Rob Reiner. He indicated that he was lucky enough to be able to meet him a
couple times in politics in California. And I always just remember the funny guy who was able to just do
whatever was needed for the politician he was in working for. But as sad as it is as all the things that are
going on in the world, I just wanted to point that we've got a lot of wonderful things going on right here in
Highland Park. Last night we had the meeting about Third Avenue, building a new community center,
building a new place for the entire town. We had incredible feedback from many participants and all of it
with a spirit of let's get something done and really appreciated everybody coming out. I appreciate
everybody who got us to this point. He stated he was really looking forward to the fruition of things we've
been working on. We had a wonderful tree lighting. We had a fantastic Hanukkah event. There's new
Kwanzaa paraphernalia up in the Main Street office. The world is a tough place right now, but Highland
Park is pretty special, the way that we come together, the way that we sometimes argue, sometimes
debate, but always try and move forward. And so, I just wanted to say thank you to all of my fellow
Council members, to the Mayor, to all of our Boards and Commissions and to the residents of Highland
Park that this is a special place and it's a light and sometimes a very dark world. So, I just wanted to make
sure that we recognize that that this is a we got something good going on here. Happy holidays to
everybody, and looking forward to a great new year, 2026. Lots of great things coming.

Council Member Hersh thanked his colleagues for such heartfelt remarks. He noted that he certainly
echoes all of them. Since we last met uh we've had a snow event which you might have noticed so it did
snow Saturday into Sunday and just wanted to talk a little bit about taking a cue from my predecessor as
Chair of Public Works on snow removal protocol so the public is aware. We began salting roads around
11p.m. uh on Saturday night before the snow began. Three spreaders were used one in the triangle, one on
the North side and one on the South side. Once the snow started to fall crews were out plowing with five
trucks and we had three crew members dedicated to clearing municipal properties. Part of this initial
phase was making sure that the main street parking lot and sidewalks were cleared and salted before the
start of their holiday markets. So thank you to Public Works for prioritizing and for making sure that
these events can still continue, even when weather is inclement and they went to work at the library for its
1:00 pm opening. And we had to clear multiple branches that had fallen onto the roads due to the wet and
heavy snow. After the snow stopped, crews were out plowing and salting every road and all the Borough
sidewalks were also shoveled and salted. Crews finished operations around 4 pm on Sunday and were
back out at 6:30am on Monday, to check on everything to clear additional intersections to see if there was
any kind of, residual slush or melt. Thanks to Mike Wieczorkiewicz and the crew at DPW for doing an
excellent job during the entire event. As a quick reminder Borough does have snow removal ordinances
for your sidewalks and private properties and those are available at www.hpboro.com. He thanked the
Highland Park Police Department for always making sure that those rules are posted. The Borough is not
here to be a heavy but sidewalk safety is paramount. First and foremost the sidewalks just need to be
cleared. Folks who don't drive, folks who have to walk, folks who enjoy walking, strollers, individuals
using wheelchairs, it's the whole spectrum of walkers in this town that make Highland Park what it is.
And so it is just really important to make sure that your walks are clear. And if you need help, if you're
able to and you're out there shoveling, you can go the extra mile and get the house next to you,
particularly in some of these smaller lots. The Borough does provide a list of volunteers and for a fee,
folks here in town, who can provide those services. So if you do need that list, you can reach out to Janet
Molina at jmolina@hpboro.com. We had our gas leaf blower work session discussion and thanked
Council Members for navigating through that and providing some really great feedback. The Task Force
that was assembled is a collaboration between Sustainable Highland Park, the Environmental
Commission and the Board of Health and others and they came up with a really comprehensive plan that
looks at what other towns do to put guard rails on the operations of commercial gas leaf blowers. This is a
worthy effort that other towns have endeavored on, but there's a lot of work to do. So, if you did tune in to
that meeting, please know that the Task Force is going to reconvene in January where we will take the
feedback that the Council provided and see how we can move forward. There's the policy, but then there's
the implementation and the operations and making sure that we have everything we need to have an
effective program. We have an ordinance on second reading appropriating $800,000 for a new garbage
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truck and other needed Public Works equipment. This cost is offset in part by a 250,000 grant from the
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs. Thank you to the Admin team and Council colleagues for
supporting this. We've had an unseasonably cold, December typically the warm weather or warm-ish
weather sticks around until after New Year's, but we have had a series of water main breaks. So, in case
you've seen crews out there doing road work, this is why. Please join us tomorrow, December 17th, for
the Sustainable Highland Park holiday party, 7 to 9:00 p.m. at the Teen Center right here at 600 Benner.
This is going to be their regular December monthly meeting and then followed immediately by a holiday
party. So please join us in person. It's a carbon-free party, leave it as you found it, right? That's what they
say when you go camping. There will be all reusable flatware, silverware, and folks are going to be
making dishes and bringing them. It's a zero waste party and all are welcome and encouraged to bring
something to share. He was honored to be a judge at the Arts Commission's poetry festival on Sunday,
December 7th at Pino’s. It was a really amazing way to spend a cozy Sunday evening, it was a terrific
event. We need more sharing of artistic works, more vulnerability where we can share with folks and
really embrace each other's company. He echoed everyone's comments on the Public Plaza meeting last
night. He thanked Council Member Hale, the Mayor and Borough Administrator Jover for leading us
through that process. The biggest takeaway for him was the response and the public comments. He
echoed the remarks on the Menorah lighting which was wonderful. He thanked the Highland Park Police
Department for making sure that everyone stays safe and of course the tree lighting which happened just a
few days before. We had a great time and we coincided with a holiday market. His son’s band played
Steven's Attic, and this was their second public gig. They burst through in the cold weather, playing all
the rock that I grew up with in the 90s. I feel like I'm listening to Lithium on XM. We are in the midst of
the holiday season just to remind folks to stay calm stay kind to one another help out a neighbor make
sure that everybody has what we need because the differences that are dividing us in this world can be
catastrophic. We have a really good thing here in Highland Park and I think we do a lot right. As
tumultuous as the world has been the last couple years, we've really seen everybody band together in
really inspiring ways. So, just wanted to thank everybody for that.

Council President Kim-Chohan reported tonight on the agenda, the second reading for the $800,000 for
the garbage truck which was much needed and also the shared services that we are renewing with
Freehold Township for our IT services. Shared services in finance is one of our key objectives and just
renewing that contract is also important to the Finance Committee as well. There is also the repairs to the
Police Department’s HVAC system, thank you for waiting. She said this is the last Council meeting for
the year and wished the community a very happy holiday season. Our thoughts and prayers are with our
friends in the Jewish community.

Borough Administrator Jover reported

Borough Administrator Jover reported on the great turnout last night for our meeting regarding South
Third Avenue. Really good feedback and really excited to get that moving. There is a slide deck and I
believe the video is already on HPTV. It'll all be updated on the website tomorrow. So, if you weren't able
to attend and wanted to see what you missed, you'll have that opportunity to watch the presentation from
our material and our question and answer session as well as flip through the slide deck so you can zoom
in on the pictures and you can absolutely continue to give us feedback She wished everyone happy
holiday season.

Borough Attorney’s Report.

Borough Attorney Rainone reported on the rules regarding public participation. There are two different
opportunities for the public to speak during this meeting. The first one comes after the mayor's report.
That gives the public an opportunity to speak for three minutes on any item on the agenda. That's
ordinances on first reading, which tonight we don't have any, as well as the resolutions. There'll be a
second opportunity at the end of the agenda for the public to speak. That's another three minutes, and that
will afford the public the opportunity to speak on any item not included on the agenda. Tonight, there are
two ordinances on second reading. The public will then be granted another opportunity to speak on each
one of those ordinances individually.

Mavyor’s Report.

Mayor Foster reported on a very serious and somber note. I'm going to ask that we take a moment of
silence for the massacre that occurred in Bondi Beach and also at Brown University and for all the all the
pain that we are experiencing in our world. Let's take a moment to reflect. She thanked all the volunteers.
But this past Sunday, we had a boards and commission, a little holiday party for all the folks that come
out and volunteer year after year and weeks and weeks and nights and to make our town a better place to
live in, a much more beautiful place as you see from the Arts commission. All the boards and commission
members that give so selfishly of themselves and as we see this time of year where there's so much
uncertainty and so much dysfunctionality in our world I want to take a moment to thank the members of
the Food Pantry because they have really stepped into play and they are really working hard to provide
complete meals to families during the Thanksgiving holidays, they go to shut-ins and they provide for
those who can't come out, they provide meals to them as well. The Thanksgiving dinner was served and
Council Member Vargas reported on Christmas Day, there'll be a Christmas meal that we'll be serving.
These are people who volunteer selflessly their time to give back to our community. And we can't begin
to say enough thank you for all that you do. We're in the season of giving and for those who have a little
bit extra to give, there's a lot of people out there who are in a world of hurt and a world of need. So
whatever you can do, keep in mind that the food pantry and other volunteer organization may need your
help. And I want to say a special thank you to the Borough staff who work tirelessly to make us look
really good and to keep our town working really well, from snow removal, public safety, the Borough
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Administration, Department of Community Services. They go above and beyond every day to make us
look really good and to keep Highland Park the ray of light and sunshine that we all love in this town.
Diversity and inclusion and there's a whole staff that works around the clock to make sure that we're
seeing everyone, we're hearing everyone and make sure the voices that are acknowledged and they're
heard. So, thank you each and every one and I will see you in January. January 6, we'll have our
reorganization meeting right here in council chambers. So

Public Participation.
Mayor Foster opened the floor for public participation.

Mary Botteon, Madison Avenue expressed opposition with Resolution 12-25-265 and asked the Borough
Council to vote no. She stated that Members of Council said that the money would be used annually to
offset the current reliance on property taxes said additional income will assist the Borough in providing
tax relief, including relief for senior residents that would like to remain in the Borough but face
challenges due to the burden of real property taxes. It's been four years since you put in this ordinance. So
the questions are one, when are you going to develop that or that mechanism to identify Highland Park
senior residents that you say would like to remain in the Borough but face challenges due to the burden of
real property taxes so that they can receive some of these monies from the recreational THC marijuana
stores that you brought in? When would any of us, the senior residents or other taxpayers, property
taxpayers, receive any of these monies? She stated that when she was present on August 12th referring to
the pot shop that's right next to Karsey Park and again right next to people's homes, and had mentioned
that the application that was reviewed by the Borough Administrator and the Council Members for
approval, it said that Arnie Weinberg was an owner of a business called All Colors and she only shows
Gayle Mittler, whose son is the owner of that property, as the owner of that business. She said she has
asked for that information and it was never received.

Colleen Tyler, 142 North 6™ Ave, addressed the Mayor and Council about the consumption of cannabis
on-site, the smoking on the streets, and asked why there are five cannabis shops and why was that
decision made for them. She asked why there was no commercial cannabis free zones. Why have you
permitted them to have consumption lounges in which their products can be consumed or smoked on site?
What regulations are in place to protect citizens from secondhand smoke on the streets? How are the local
taxes collected on their products used? Why do we have five pot shops here? Who do they serve? Many
decisions have been made for us by the current and previous mayors and councils that impact our lives
and those of our children. She urged the Council to vote no on Resolution 12-25-265.

There being no one further, it was moved by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council Member
Hersh to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Ordinances Requiring a Second Reading.
Ordinance No. 25-2119 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Purchase of Various Vehicles for the

Department of Public Works, by and in the Borough of Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, State
of New Jersey; Appropriating $800,000 Therefor (Inclusive of a New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs Grant in the Amount of $250,000) and Authorizing the Issuance of $550,000 Bonds or Notes of
the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof

Clerk reported on Ordinance No. 25-2119 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Purchase of Various
Vehicles for the Department of Public Works, by and in the Borough of Highland Park, in the County of
Middlesex, State of New Jersey; Appropriating $800,000 Therefor (Inclusive of a New Jersey Department
of Community Affairs Grant in the Amount of $250,000) and Authorizing the Issuance of $550,000
Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof has been duly advertised for
consideration of passage on final reading by title and affidavits of publication are on file.

Mayor Foster opened the floor for public hearing.

Seeing no one, on motion by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Hale, the public
hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2119 was closed and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

On motion by Council Member Hersh and seconded by Council Member George, the ordinance entitled
as above, was duly adopted by the following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
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Abstain: None.

Ordinance No. 25-2120 Ordinance No. 25-2120 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing the Code
of the Borough of Highland Park to Add Chapter 103 Titled "Health Regulations and Licenses," Article 1
"Food Handling Establishments"

Clerk reported on Ordinance No. 25-2120 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing the Code of the
Borough of Highland Park to Add Chapter 103 Titled "Health Regulations and Licenses," Article I "Food
Handling Establishments" has been duly advertised for consideration of passage on final reading by title
and affidavits of publication are on file.

Mayor Foster opened the floor for public hearing.

Seeing no one, on motion by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council Member George, the public
hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2119 was closed and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

On motion by Council Member George and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan, the ordinance
entitled as above, was duly adopted by the following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions.
Mayor Foster asked the Council Members if there were any Resolutions they would like pulled from the
consent agenda. There were none.

Resolution No. 12-25-263 through 12-25-270 were duly adopted on a motion made by Council Member
George and seconded by Council Member Hale and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Resolution No. 12-25-263

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the
Reorganization Meeting of the Borough Council for the Year 2026 will be held in-person at the Highland
Park Borough Hall, Council Chambers, 221 South 5" Avenue, Highland Park NJ on Tuesday, January 6,
2026 at 7:00 PM.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED as a courtesy and to expand access to the meeting, the Borough
will be offering a Zoom option to allow the public to participate remotely. Comments from members of the
public attending the meeting in-person will be heard first, followed by members of the public attending the
meeting via Zoom. The Borough will make every effort to ensure the remote connection works effectively;
however, should the technology fail, the meeting may proceed.

Resolution No. 12-25-264

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:8-1 et seq. authorizes municipal local units to enter into contracts with
one another for the purpose of providing shared services; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park has a need for Information Technology (IT) consulting
services; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Freehold offers IT consulting services to public entities; and

WHEREAS, a cooperative agreement between municipalities to share services would be beneficial
to the taxpayers in both municipalities; and

WHEREAS, an agreement entitled “Shared Services Agreement between Freehold Township and
Borough of Highland Park for Information Technology Services” has been proposed and found acceptable
and is attached to this Resolution; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Current Fund Account No. 6-01-42-403-235,
in an amount not to exceed $75,057.12, and will be provided for in the 2026 Municipal Budget as adopted,
as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer No. 2025-83.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park that:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the aforementioned

Agreement;
2. Pursuant to NJSA 40A:65-1, a certified copy of the within Resolution shall be forwarded to
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services;
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3. A certified copy of the Resolution and a fully executed copy of the Agreement be forwarded to
the Highland Park Borough Administrator and Highland Park Chief Financial Officer as well
as the Freehold Township Administrator.

Resolution No. 12-25-265
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park adopted Chapter 136 of the
“Code of the Borough of Highland Park” which authorizes the operation of adult personal-use cannabis
businesses within the Borough; and
WHEREAS, on February 21, 2023 (Resolution 2-23-77) and on September 17, 2024 (Resolution
9-24-229), the Borough Council passed Resolutions of local support to ANJA LIFE, LLC to operate an
adult personal-use cannabis business at 225 Woodbridge Avenue in accordance with Borough of Highland
Park Ordinances 21-2027 and 22-2044; and
WHEREAS, ANJA Life, LLC has received permission from the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory
Commission (“CRC”) to operate an adult personal-use cannabis business and has been issued a State
License for the continued operation of said business; and
WHEREAS, ANJA Life, LLC has filed an application to renew its business license to operate an
adult personal-use cannabis business at 225 Woodbridge Avenue in the Borough; and
WHEREAS, ANJA Life, LLC has satisfied all of the licensing requirements of Chapter 136 in
order to obtain a business license from the Borough to operate an adult personal-use cannabis business.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:
1) The above recitals are hereby incorporated as if restated herein in full.
2) The Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park is hereby authorized and directed to
renew the business license for ANJA Life, LLC in order to operate at 225 Woodbridge
Avenue an adult personal-use cannabis business upon receipt of all necessary documentation
as required.
3) Said business license shall expire on December 20, 2026.
4) A certified copy of this Resolution together with the authorized business license shall be
provided to ANJA Life, LLC upon adoption of this Resolution.

Resolution No. 12-25-266
WHEREAS, Majestic Towing & Transport Inc., Rich’s Towing Service, Inc. and Oasis 1711
Auto Repair LLC dba Oasis Towing has filed with the Clerk of this Borough for a 2026 Wrecker/Towing
License to operate heavy duty wreckers in this Borough under the provisions of the Ordinance providing
for such license; and
WHEREAS, the Chief of Police has investigated said applicant and has reported favorably upon
said application.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council, of the Borough of
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey,
1. Said applicant is qualified and that public necessity and convenience would be served by the
issuance of such License.
2. The Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to issue Heavy Duty
Wrecker/Towing Licenses to the aforesaid applicants.
Resolution No. 12-25-267
WHEREAS, unforeseen emergency water main breaks took place on Valley Place in the Borough
of Highland Park (the “Borough”); and
WHEREAS, an imminent hazard was received from the Utility Service Affiliates, Inc.-Highland
Park (a subsidiary of Middlesex Water Company) to repair the various water main breaks and related works;
and

WHEREAS, an emergent purchase pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6 may be awarded without
soliciting quotations when an emergency affecting the health, safety or welfare of the public and requires
immediate performance of the service; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator concurred and determined that an emergency did exist
and authorized the repairs.

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Water & Sewer Account No. 5-05-55-500-
423 in a total amount not to exceed $12,221.84, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief
Financial Officer No. 2025-84.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that

1. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to make payment for said emergency
work with B&W Construction Co. of NJ Inc., PO Box 574, South River NJ 08882 in an amount
not to exceed $12,221.84 per the attached.

2. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Chief Financial Officer, Administrator,

and Utility Service Affiliates, Inc.-Highland Park (a subsidiary of Middlesex Water Company).

Resolution No. 12-25-268

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the annual
Salary Resolution No. 1-25-12, which was adopted on January 7, 2025, showing the names, titles and
salaries of the officers and employees of the Borough of Highland Park, is amended as follows:
Sebastian Gonzalez, Police Officer (Academy), $36,057.00 Yearly, Effective 12/01/2025
Michael Kovalchik, Police Officer (Academy), $36,057.00 Yearly, Effective 12/01/2025
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to make the
necessary changes in the payroll records of the Finance Department in accordance with the changes
established by this resolution.

Resolution No. 12-25-269

WHEREAS, repairs to the HVAC system are needed at the Highland Park Police Department (the
“Borough”); and

WHEREAS, three (3) quotes were solicited and only one quote was received as follows:

Lighting Mechanical $29,568.00
D&B Building Solutions no response
Edison HVAC no response; and

WHEREAS, the Superintendent of the Department of Public Works has recommended
that said repairs by performed by Lightning Mechanical; and
WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Current Fund Account No. 5-01-26-310-
232, in a total amount not to exceed $29,568.00, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief
Financial Officer No. 2025-85.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that
1. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to make payment for said work with
Lighting Mechanical, 65 Newark Way, Maplewood, NJ 07040 in an amount not to exceed
$29,568.00 per the attached.
2. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Chief Financial Officer, Administrator,
Police Department and Lighting Mechanical.

Resolution No. 12-25-270

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all claims
presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough Treasurer, and which
have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the
same are hereby approved; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of this
meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in accordance with said
Ordinance.

1. The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 12/16/2025 can be found in the Bills List
Journal Book No. 45.

Resolutions requiring a Separate Reading
Resolution No. 12-25-271

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that transfers of
2025 budget appropriation balances shall be made as follows:

Budget Transfer #2

Description From To
Insurance OE 11,415.00
Motorpool S&W 11,415.00

11,415.00 11,415.00

Resolution No. 12-25-271 was duly adopted on a motion made by Council President Kim-Chohan and
seconded by Council Member George and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Second Public Participation.
Mayor Foster opened the floor for the second public participation.

Colleen Tyler, 142 North 6™ Avenue stated the current process in which residents can voice their opinions
without getting answers to their concerns is in contrast to last night's open public meeting regarding the
concept plan for the South Third Avenue Public Plaza. In that case, there were opportunities for true
dialogue between residents and the designer. Questions were asked and noted. Answers were given. The
community was a part of the decision-making process, not outside it. There are two pot shops currently
operating literally feet away from the entrance to the new plaza. We should be concerned about their
impact on this public space, thinking about it and discussing it as a community. Let's not just ignore it and
hope for the best. For those who are not aware, there's a current national decision to be made about
changing the status of marijuana from schedule one to a less regulated schedule three status. She provided
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her thoughts on the impact of this change and provided information studies. She stated it appears we are
dealing with a cannabis industry that's centered on profit over health. Let's not have Highland Park be a
part of this. Let's be on the right side of this issue. Keep marijuana as a schedule one substance and let's
get rid of the shops in town.

Seeing no one further, it was moved by Council President Kim-Chohan and seconded by Council
Member Postelnik to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Executive Session.
Resolution No. 12-25-272

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act permits the exclusion of the public from
a meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council is of the opinion that such circumstances exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from the closed session at close of tonight’s open session.
2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows:
Executive Session: 1. Negotiations: LRK

2. Communications subject to Attorney-Client privilege
with the Borough Attorney relating to Municipal

operations
3. Litigation: JSM v. Borough of Highland Park
3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public when
these matters are resolved or as soon thereafter as it is deemed to be in the public interest
to do so.
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Resolution No. 12-25-272 was duly adopted on a motion made by Council President Kim-Chohan and
seconded by Council Member Postelnik and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

There being no further business, on motion made by Council Member George and seconded by Council
Member Postelnik and carried by affirmative voice vote of all Council Members present, the open session

meeting adjourned at 8:03 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Santiago
Borough Clerk



