
ORDINANCE NO. 26-2122 
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK, NEW JERSEY 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE III "ETHICS BOARD" OF CHAPTER 33, 
"ETHICS" OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK TO REPEAL 
ARTICLE III "ETHICS BOARD" OF CHAPTER 33 "ETHICS" AND ABOLISH THE 

ETHICS BOARD 
 

  
 WHEREAS, the Local Government Ethics Law, N.J.S.A. 40A-9:22.1, et. seq established 
a code of ethics for local government officers or employees under the jurisdiction of the Local 
Finance Board applicable to all New Jersey employees and officers; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Ethics Law provides a method of assuring that 
standards of ethical conduct and financial disclosure requirements for local government officers 
and employees are clear, consistent, uniform in their application, and enforceable on a Statewide 
basis, and to provide local officers or employees with advice and information concerning possible 
conflicts of interest which might arise in the conduct of their public duties; and  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A-9:22.2, the vitality and stability of representative 
democracy is dependent upon the public's confidence in the integrity of its elected and appointed 
representatives, and when the public perceives a conflict between the private interests and the 
public duties of a government officer or employee, that confidence is imperiled; and 
 
  WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A-9:22.4, the Local Finance Board within the 
Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services has jurisdiction to 
govern and guide the conduct of local government officers and employees; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has the authority to initiate, receive, hear and review 
complaints and hold hearings with regard to possible violations of the Local Government Ethics 
Law established by the State, or financial disclosure requirements by local government officers or 
employees serving the municipality in a timely and cost-effective manner; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has the authority to enforce the provisions of the 
Local Public Ethics Law and financial disclosure requirements with regard to local government 
officers or employees serving the municipality, including the ability to issue subpoenas, hold 
hearings, render advisory opinions, or forward to the county prosecutor or the Attorney General or 
other governmental body any information concerning violations of this act which may become the 
subject of criminal prosecution or which may warrant the institution of other legal proceedings by 
the Attorney General; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Government Ethics Law, N.J.S.A. 40A-

9:22.1, et. seq., the Borough of Highland Park created a Municipal Ethics, codified as Article III 
of Chapter 33 of the Code of the Borough of Highland Park; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough Council finds that it would be more administratively efficient 

to rely on the Local Finance Board to enforce and administer the State-wide Code of Ethics and 
abolish the Municipal Ethics Board; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council finds that it is fiscally responsible and in the interest of 

government efficiency to refer all ethics complaints to the Local Finance Board. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Article III, “Ethics Board,” of Chapter 33, “Ethics,” of the Code of the Borough of 
Highland Park, is hereby repealed in its entirety.  
 
SECTION 2. Severability. If any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this 
Ordinance shall be adjudged by the Courts to be invalid, such adjudications shall apply only to the 
section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so adjudicated, and the remainder of the 
Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 
 
SECTION 3. Inconsistency. Any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of 
this Ordinance and repealed to the extent of such conflict. 
 
SECTION 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption and 
publication according to law. 
 
 
Introduced on first reading by title:  January 20, 2026 

 
ADOPTED:   

 
ATTEST:       APPROVED:    

 
 
 

__________________________    __________________________ 
Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk    Elsie Foster, Mayor 
 


