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GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR

At the Mayor and Council Meeting on December 16" T was proud to issue, and Council Member
Vargas read aloud, a proclamation acknowledging the efforts of the long-standing Chair and Vice-
Chair of the Highland Park Arts Commission, John Marron and Amee Pollack, who are stepping
down from their positions.

With their guidance and support, the Borough took on a number of public art projects, including
the Band Aid Bench on So. Fourth Avenue and several eye-catching murals on Raritan Avenue and
Woodbridge Ave. They partnered with other municipal arts groups in the county, and the Mason
Gross School of the Arts, in the annual area-wide Windows of Understanding public art initiative
that places socially conscious artwork in storefront windows, an initiative which has drawn copious
¥ press cover age and public attention.

Under John’s and Amee’s leadership, the Highland Park Arts Commission has grown to include a
passionate group of artists, regularly participates in Borough street fairs, and holds its own series of
well-regarded events.

The Borough is happy to announce a change in leadership of the Highland Park Arts Commission.
In November, the Arts Commission elected Sonya Elefante as the new chair and Irina Radeva as the
vice chair. They replace the former leaders, John Marron (chair) and Amee Pollack (vice chair).

Sonya Elefante is a therapist and artist. She believes art can be a vehicle for healing, connection,

and change. She creates art in many forms including painting, printmaking, collage, photography, and
mosaic. Her work can be found in group art shows around New Jersey, and she has several public art
pieces and murals here in town.

Irina Radeva is a longtime Highland Park resident. She is dedicated to supporting community-cen-
tered arts programming and events that are accessible and welcoming to all. Irina is an avid art lover,
photographer, and traveler, and is especially passionate about creating opportunities that celebrate
~ local artists and strengthen Highland Park’s creative community.

Under the new leaders, the Highland Park Arts Commission plans to deepen its role as a connector in 2026 in hopes of continu-
ing to support and strengthen our community through the arts. They will offer a wide range of hands-on, community-driven arts
experiences which will be accessible to all, at no cost. Programming will emphasize collaboration with local artists and partner
organizations, bringing music, visual art, poetry, and cultural traditions into public spaces and neighborhood gathering points.
They will focus on interactive projects that invite residents to create, explore, and celebrate together, from large-scale public art to
small moments of discovery woven throughout town.

For more information on the Highland Park Arts Commission, please see their website: https:/www.hpartscommission.com



Department of Community Services

News /rem The Department of Aging

Ongoing Programs & Activities
+ Exercise with Nancy — Chair Yoga; Mondays: 9:15 AM — 10:15 AM
and Thursdays: 1:00 pm — 2:00 pm
ZUMBA Gold; Wednesdays: 9:15 am — 10:00 am and Fridays: 11:00 — 11:45 am
Tai Chi with Beverly Spool; Thursdays: 11:30 am
Arts & Crafts; Tuesdays and Fridays at 9:00 am
On-Site Podiatry Appointments; 4th Thursday of every month at 1:00 pm

Ll

Monthly Tea & Discussion Groups with Social Worker Nicole Huff at 2:00 pm

BINGO: Every Tuesday at 12:15 pm (unless otherwise noted on the activity calendar)

Special Upcoming Programs & Events

Lunch with Friends — Kosher Meal Program (JES of Middlesex County)
Mondays & Wednesdays: 11:30 am — 1:00 pm

Wednesday’s lunch

Suggested Donation: $7.00

Menu includes Pizza (Plain & Veggie), Baked Ziti, Eggplant Parmesan, Egg Salad or Tuna Sandwiches,
and fresh garden salad with dressing & seasonal fruit.

Breakfast with Friends — Kosher Breakfast Program (JFS of Middlesex County)
Fridays: 9:00 — 11:00 am

Suggested Donation: $7.00

Menu Includes: fresh bagels, cream cheese, yogurt, and fresh fruit.

Save the Dates
January 27th at 12:00 pm — Winter Luncheon March 17th at 12:00 pm — March Luncheon
Lunch catered by Tastee Sub Shop. Enjoy lunch and music.
Kosher option available upon request. Kosher option available upon request.

Entertainment by Alborada Spanish Dance

February 23rd at 12:00 pm — Lunar New Year Luncheon
Lunch catered by Sultan Wok.

Kosher option available upon request.

Entertainment by Metuchen Dragon Lion Dance Troupe.

Community Services Assistance

Meet with our Social Worker, Nicole Huff,
by calling (732) 819-0052 or send email to nhuff@hpboro.com.

Highland Park Community Food Pantry Distributions
2nd & 4th Thursdays: 9:00 — 10:45 am and 6:00 — 7:00 pm
2nd & 4th Saturdays: 9:30 — 10:30 am
For food emergencies when the pantry is not open, please call (732) 354-1548 for assistance
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News from The Woodbridge Ave. NPP Project

As we kick off the new year, ongoing projects and improvements continue to revitalize the Woodbridge
SroR[m| Avenue NPP District,
b E,'{.";.L.,IEEEE} : CoreReform Pilates Studio, which opened six months ago at 73 Woodbridge Avenue, installed its first sign

with support of the NPP Commercial Fagade Grant Program. Similarly, Krauszer’s Food Store, a long-es-
tablished business at 93 Woodbridge Avenue, replaced its freestanding sign through funding from the grant
program.

The Woodbridge Avenue Road Project is currently underway as part of a multi-phase infrastructure
improvement effort led by Highland Park Borough in partnership with Middlesex County. We appreciate
the patience of residents, businesses, and visitors as work progresses. Once complete, additional streetscape
enhancements including updated banners and new street furniture will be installed to further beautify the
corridor. Meanwhile, holiday snowflake lights and seasonal winter plantings are in place along

| Woodbridge Avenue, adding seasonal charm to the corridor.

) Highland Park’s local marketplace online is live on BeyondMain.com. We encourage you to visit the site
" to explore and support what Highland Park businesses have to offer this winter.

For more information on ongoing NPP projects,
visit https://www.hpboro.com/government/neighborhood-preservation-program or email rvartak@hpboro.com.

News /rem The Highland Park Public Library

3 Many new activities and of course  Teens Programming Sampler
the library’s old standards are coming ~ The Dungeons and Dragons club is back on January 26,
back this winter. February 23, March 30, April 27 and May 18 from 4:30-

i Children’s Programming Sampler 6:30 pm, be sure to register at https://www.hpplnj.org/teens/

Monday February 2 at 6:30 pm we Check our website for Teen Tuesday programs. Some past
| welcome our tired (and not so tired)  programs have been - last minute gifts, how to de-stress,
kids to our pajama story time where  back to school celebrations, assembling wellness kits for
our those less fortunate. Come join the fun and friendship.
librarian gets us relaxed with some fun
family bedtime stories.

Adult programming sampler
In 2026 we are bringing back the One Book, One Town
Monday February 9 we welcome back Exploration Station  program with another grant sponsored series of programs.

for Toddler ' This time presented as part of the Yiddish Book Center’s
Sensory play. Sessions begin at 10:15 am and 11:30 am,  Public Libraries Program, in partnership with the ALA and
register your 1-4 year olds for only one session. funded by the Lilly Endowment, Inc. We will be reading

Thursday afternoons we welcome our 6-11 year olds for three books translated into English that were originally

some big kid fun. From the Polar Polooza winter games ¥111'1tt6;1n. mn bYldSshhand orI;e Oflhe{,%?k hogou;; ?OOSIflg' .
on January 15 and the Lego Club on February 5 to mosaic = 1hice bodksislesen by the widdish-BovisCentionre:

: ; » Tevye the Dairyman by Sholem Aleichem
Feb . Lots of fun wil 11
bean art on February 12. Lots of fun will be had by a lansiared byl Shawis)

We welcome back our babies and toddlers to story times on
. " » The Zelmenyaners: A Family Saga by Moyshe Kulbak
t T b
Tuesday (Tot Time) and Wednesday (books and babies) (translated by Hillel Halkin)

» A Jewish Refugee in New York by Kadya Molodowsky
(franslated by Anita Norich)

mornings through March 11

Book Break is a stories, songs and movement program for

4 & 5 year olds. It happens on Wednesdays at 3:30 pm

through March 11 These programs will be taking place February through the
' -~ end of the year.

As always visit us at www.hpplnj.org for more information
and registration information.
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Economlc Development Update

The Council Chambers of Highland Park Borough Hall were nearly filled to capacity on Monday December 15 for the
Community Meeting to view and discuss the final concept plan for the S. 3rd Ave. Public Plaza.

James Ribaudo, the design director at Arterial - the Borough's design consultant, presented the final concept plan. Then
Teri Jover, Borough Administrator, invited residents to offer suggestions or ask questions. Feedback included comments
on pervious vs impervious coverage, bicycle parking, the volume and type of tree cover, handicap accessibility, automotwe
access to South 4th Ave, the suggested layout for Farmers Market, the overall flexibility of the space, and more.

Thank you to all the residents who came out to participate in this meeting,

Are you feeling out of
the loop on local news?

SlGN UP FOR

NIXLE ALERTS

AT HPBORO.COM

SMS/Text & Email Options Available
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