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GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR

Let me introduce you to three teens in town who I really admire.

Despite their busy academic and extracurricular schedules, Aleeza Foger, Emma Shannon, and
Hadassah Ritch have stepped up and assumed leadership positions on the Mayor’s Teen
Advisory Council for the 2025/2026 school year.

The Mayor’s Teen Advisory Council gives civic-minded teenagers in Highland Park a monthly forum
to share their concerns with me and other top leaders in town. In past years, members of this group
have had small group meetings with Assemblyman Sterley Stanley, Borough Administrator Teri Jover,
Highland Park High School Principal Kristina Donovan, Highland Park Police Department Lt. and
Traffic Safety Coordinator David Soden, and others.

The members of the Mayor’s Teen Advisory Council also take action to improve our town. They’ve
= raised funds for the HP First Aid Squad and HP Fire Department, helped the First Aid Squad organize

| and hold an open house, promoted new businesses on Woodbridge Ave, organized a karaoke night for
teens, and more. This year, they’re planning to raise money for the Highland Park Community Food

| Pantry, identify ways to show support for immigrants in town, and highlight businesses that serve
teens.

Please join me in wishing Aleeza, Emma, and Hadassah much success in their work with the Mayor’s
| Teen Advisory Council this year. And if you are or you know a teen who might be interested in

| participating in the Council, please send an email to Public Information

Officer Harry Glazer at hglazer@hpboro.com

i
i UPDATE from The Borough Council

n Redevelopment Designation for Sunoco Gas Station and Adjacent Properties: At their

September 2nd meeting the Borough Council designated properties at Block 2201, Lots 6, 7, 9, 10,

46, 47, and 48 (the Sunoco gas station and adjacent properties) as a “Condemnation Area in Need

of Redevelopment” in accordance with state law. Following a study by the Borough Planner and a

public hearing, the Planning Board concluded the parcels met the criteria for a redevelopment area.

The next step in the process will be the creation and adoption of a redevelopment plan for the
parcels.

Woodbridge & Upper Raritan Avenue Projects Moving Ahead: After years of planning,
improvements to both Woodbridge Avenue (Volkert St to Edison border) and the Upper Raritan
Avenue (6th Ave to Edison border) will be getting started this fall. On Woodbridge Ave, the
Borough has partnered with Middlesex County to replace the water main and reconstruct the
roadway. On Upper Raritan Avenue, NJDOT will be implementing the first phase of the much-await-
ed road diet, which is designed to slow traffic down by reducing the number of travel lanes and
reallocating space for dedicated bike lanes. Residents will be notified as soon as an official start
date and schedule are set.




News frm’(%.e Department of Aging

We’ve got lots of fun events in store for you!

Save the Dates
» Tuesday, October 21 at 10:00 AM — 11:00 AM: Flu Clinic

* Tuesday, October 21 at 12:00 PM: October Luncheon — Lunch catered by JSBBQ.
Entertainment: Elvis Presley Tribute Show. Kosher option available upon request.

» Tuesday, November 18 at 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM: Flu Clinic

« Tuesday, November 25 at 12:00 PM: Thanksgiving Luncheon — Enjoy turkey and all the trimmings
catered by Stage House Tavern. Entertainment: Jerry Castaldo. Kosher option available
upon request.

+ Wednesday, December 3 at 1:00 PM: Holiday Show with Elana Segal Music

» Saturday, December 13 at 11:30 AM: Lions Club Holiday Party — Holiday lunch and music
sponsored by the Lions Club.

« Tuesday, December 16 at 12:00 PM: Holiday Luncheon — Lunch at Pithari Taverna.
Entertainment: Gordon James.

» Wednesday, December 17 at 12:30 PM: Holiday Dance Performance — Featuring the Edison High School
Dance Ensemble under the direction of Ms. Vicki Jenkins. This marks the 9th year of this community tradition.

Stay connected with us! Community Services Assistance &
Please join us and like us on Facebook 1 mportant Reminders

@HighlandParkDepartmentofAging + Meet with our Social Worker, Nicole Huff:

We post virtual offerings, workshops, and resources Call (732) 819-0052 or email to schedule an appointment.
on our Facebook page. Stay tuned for additional Spring

programming and updates about in-person events. * Highland Park Community Food Pantry:

- 2nd & 4th Thursdays: 9:00 AM — 10:45 AM and
6:00 PM —7:00 PM
- 2nd & 4th Saturdays: 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM

For more information or emergency food assistance
when the pantry is closed, please call (732) 819-0052.
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News prom Highland Park Recreation

Thank you to our wonderful summer camp staff, volunteers, campers and camp families for
helping us create some of the very best memories. We can’t wait to do it all again next year!

The weather has shifted and so has our programming. Our NFL Flag Football and Youth Soccer
leagues are in full swing through mid-November. Some of our young athletes are honing their
skills at Tom Sclafani’s Basketball Academy in preparation for the winter season league.
Registration is open for the Basketball Academy at highlandparkrec.com

Join us on Sunday, October 26th from 1:00 - 4:00pm for our Annual Halloween Parade &
Festival at the Highland Park Community Center (220 S. Sixth Ave) and don’t forget to save
the date for our HPYTC’s youth theater performance of Willy Wonka KIDS on

Sunday, November 2nd at 5:00pm in the HPHS Auditorium!
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News V‘M’ﬂ“’ Woodbridge Ave. NPP Project

Woodbrldge Ave NPP Program Awards Eleven Home Improvements Grants

The Borough’s Residential Facade Improvement Grant Program in the Woodbridge Avenue
Neighborhood Preservation Program (NPP) District launched in June 2025 and the response was
extraordinary. A total of eleven grants have been awarded to incentivize homeowners to make
exterior improvements to their properties, such as sidewalk replacement, landscaping upgrades,
porch and walkway repairs, window and door replacements, and more. These projects will not
only improve individual homes, but also contribute to the overall curb appeal of the

. o neighborhood.

Homeowners in the Woodbridge Avenue NPP District are eligible for grants up to $5,000 to make
these upgrades. We estimate that the $53,700 investment has leveraged more than $100,000 in improvements. Due to this strong
demand, the program is now fully committed, and applications are closed for the current cycle. We look forward to seeing these projects
completed and to sharing more updates as the NPP District continues its revitalization.

To learn more about the NPP initiatives and future grant opportunities, please visit
hpboro.com/government/neighborhood-preservation-program or contact Rutuja Vartak at rvartak@hpboro.com or 732-287-5801.

News fro—mf(z,& Highland Park Public Library

| We hope you are enjoying your fall here in Highland Park! As you may have noticed, the upgrades to the
} library are continuing. This summer, they completed the long-awaited refurbishment of their front porch and
‘ A walkways. The thirty-year-old brick pavers were very worn and became slippery when wet or icy. The new

@ pavers have a rougher surface, which will provide better traction on those icy mornings this Winter. They are
awaiting the pergola installation for the back porch this Fall.

: The librarians have been hard at work creating new and exciting programs for our community.

Highland Park Public
Library

This Fall, they are partnering with HP’s Human Relations Commission for a town-wide reading event. The
- featured title is The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store by James McBride. Join us at the library for the kickoff
= H E AV " event on October 23rd, and throughout October and November all over town for workshops related to the top-
S’ E A H ics in The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store. From music and art programs to book discussions, there should

R o C Y blf st(‘nll:ething for everyone! The adult department is also hosting game nights and craft programs throughout
the fall.

Read to Daisy, the Therapy Dog, is back! Daisy is a great listener, and she loves hearing stories and support-
ing the little ones who are learning to read. She has 15-minute slots available on Mondays from 3pm - 4pm,
S0 sign up your beginner reader.

Tot Time Tuesdays is back by popular demand, now with two time slots available. Come join the children’s
librarian at either 10:30am or 11:15am on Tuesday mornings for stories and songs for your 2-3 year olds. No registration required.

Newborns - 24 months get in on the action on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am with a short 20-minute program full of songs,
stories, and finger play. No registration required.

Halloween is just around the corner! Make your own monster at the library in October.

Get ready for Thanksgiving break by joining them in the Ida Kushner Media Room at 1:00 pm on Wednesday, November 26 to
watch the movie How fo Train Your Dragon.

Teens are invited to join library staff for Teen Tuesdays on October 14th & 28th and November 11th & 25th at 3pm for some after
school fun.

Please check the Highland Park Public Library’s website calendar for a full list of events at https://www.hpplnj.org/calendar/.
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Economic Redevelopment Update

This summer, Highland Park residents helped shape the future of the South 3rd
Avenue Plaza. More than 150 people attended the Borough’s Public Open House on
August 20th, where community members shared ideas for what they’d like to see in
the new plaza and adjacent properties. Popular suggestions included shaded seating
| areas, flexible space for the farmers market and outdoor performances, and improved
| pedestrian and bicycle connections. Residents also emphasized the importance of
green infrastructure, accessible design, and creating a welcoming central gathering
space that supports local businesses and community events.

The design team, Arterial, is currently developing concept designs based on the feed-
back received and is working closely with the Plaza Advisory Committee to refine the vision for this space. For more information on
the project, visit www.hpboro.com/souththird or email rvartak@hpboro.com

Main Street Highland Park

What’s Happening on Main Street

* Townwide Garage Sale, Saturday and Sunday, October 18 & 19, 9 am - 6 pm. Don’t miss the annual townwide garage
sale, where Highland Park residents and businesses sell their stuff on their sidewalks and stoops, and others come to scoop up all the

great bargains! People will be selling all over town as well as at the downtown Market Square lot (at the Welkovitz Pavilion next to 212
Raritan Avenue).

* Monster Market, Saturday October 25. Join the Rac-On-Tour bookmobile and Main Street Highland Park downtown for a spooky
Halloween season arts and crafts market, including spooky and weird performances!

* Halloween on the Avenue, Friday October 31. Join us for our annual downtown trick-or-treating event!
* Small Business Weekend, Owl Markets, and Downtown Tree Lighting, Saturday November 29 & Sunday November 30.
* Owl Markets, and Downtown Menorah Lighting, Saturday December 13 & Sunday December 14

* Farmers Market, every Friday, 11 am - 5 pm. Join us downtown every Friday for Highland Park’s renowned Farmers Market!
With over three dozen vendors, our market has Jersey fresh produce, plants, mushrooms, pickles, fresh seafood, nuts, sauces, crafts, pet
treats, food trucks, live music, monthly festivals and celebrations, local businesses and nonprofits, and more! Don’t miss our weekly
downtown party, on the Borough Square lot next to 212 Raritan Avenue.

Learn about all these events and more at mainstreethp.org

Photos by Borough resident Jereny Safi-an at the Highland Park Arts in the Park street festival, Sunday September 14th.
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