BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
REGULAR MEETING
December 2, 2025 — 7:00 PM

A Regular Meeting of the Highland Park Mayor and Council was held on Tuesday, December 2, 2025,
and was called to order by Mayor Foster at 7:00 PM. Annual Notice of this meeting was provided to The
Home News Tribune, the Star Ledger and the Highland Park Planet on January 8, 2025 and was posted on
the Borough website at www.hpboro.com and on the bulletin board at Borough Hall, 221 South Fifth
Avenue, Highland Park, NJ and has remained continuously posted as required by law.

Pledge of Allegiance.
Chief Abrams led the flag salute.

Roll Call:
Present: Mayor Foster, Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik,
Borough Attorney Rainone, Special Counsel Baumann, Borough Administrator
Jover, and Borough Clerk Santiago.
Absent: Council Member Vargas.

Approval of Minutes:
Motion was made by Council Member Postelnik and seconded by Council Member Hale to approve the
minutes of October 21, 2025 Regular Session as distributed, by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Member Vargas.
Abstain: None.

Honors, Awards and Presentations.
Mayor Foster sworn in new officer Luis Rivera and promotions Lt. Jason Culver and Sgt. Kevin Garrity.

Mayor Foster noted that the proclamation in recognition of John Marron and Amee Pollack was
postponed to the December 16, 2025.

Council Reports.

Council Member George congratulated Lt. Culver, Sgt. Garity, and Officer Rivera. For those of you
listening at home, stop and say hello to our officers. On Wednesday, December 10th, the Police
Department is partnering with the members of the Human Relations Commission who will be providing
the ingredients to decorate cookies to celebrate the rich tapestry of cultures in our community for the next
coffee and Cocoa with a Cop event. The members of Highland Park PBA Local 64 also be on hand for the
final day of the toys for tots donation drive. So, if you're coming, please also bring along a toy to help
spread some holiday cheer. All these activities plus free refreshments will be on Wednesday, December
10th from 5 to 7:00 at the Community Center. Contact uh Brian Fitzgerald at bfitzgerald@hpboro.com,
Mark Reefer at mrefer@hpboro.com, or Oscar Cleaver at ocleave@hpboro.com. The Fire Department
answered 46 fire calls in the month of November, which is showing how well the reorganization of the
department by our administration is working to get services available 24/7 and 365 locally. The Fire
Department partnered with the Police Department and Team Zone 6 teen center for distribution of food
over the Thanksgiving week to anybody who needed it. Chief Shamy told me that our firefighters
experienced a great feeling working with the food giveaway at the Teen Center. I have to report that the
Fire department insisted I report that they safely delivered Santa Claus to the Borough’s annual tree
lighting on Saturday. As part of the Main Street holiday market which was very successful. Firefighters
were in the middle of a large crowd of kids who had fun seeing Santa and also enjoying everything that
was going on at the at the holiday market. If you turn down No. 6 in the last few days, you'll see that the
pergola is finally in place, which finishes off the Ida Kushner grant to the library. It's on the north side of
the library. We'll finish up the landscaping on the pergola in the spring. The one book, one town
program's final count is nearly 200 participants for the various events. The event is actually still carrying
on. The library has mounted an art exhibit in the community room which reflects the mood, the content,
the feeling of the novel in the media room and they are also at work as we sit here right now installing
more artwork in the library area.

Council Member Postelnik reported on the food handling establishment ordinance that is on the agenda.
The work of this began earlier this year when our Board of Health identified some gaps in our municipal
code in the area of food handling safety. A lot of research into this found that even though many of the
requirements in this area come from State regulation, we didn't really have anything spelled out in our
own code on this subject. And in particular, we lack a requirement that everyone who prepares food in our
restaurants, cafes, and other retail food establishments take any basic food handling safety training to help
ensure food safety and this Ordinance would plug those gaps, make the food safety rules clear at the local
level, and require that everyone involved in food prep in the park retail food establishment has the
knowledge base to do so in a clean and safe manner. He encouraged all his colleagues to support this
Ordinance tonight. Tomorrow is International Day of Persons with Disabilities Day. This date was
established in 1992 by the UN to increase understanding and awareness of disability issues and the
abilities of people with disabilities, promote the full and effective participation in society for the dignity,
rights, and well-being of people with disabilities, and celebrate the achievements and contributions of
people with disabilities. Over 1 million people or approximately 15% of the world's population live with
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some form of disability and face barriers to inclusion in many key aspects of society. This year’s theme is
fostering disability inclusive societies for advancing social progress and that's a goal I think we can all get
behind. Special congratulations again to all of our Officers who were sworn in today for promotions or to
just join our ranks. We appreciate your service.

Council Member Hale reported that on December 13th from 4 to 8 is a Night Owl Market. Last couple
have been fantastic including the tree lighting. There is another one on December 13th from 4 to 8 where
there'll be gifts, arts and crafts, music, all kinds of fun stuff. On December 14th from 1pm to Spm is the
annual town Menorah lighting, come and eat and have a great time at Menorah lighting. December 15th
from 6:30pm to 8:30pm right here in this room, not the community center, right here in this room, um
we're going to be holding a Community meeting about the Third Avenue public plaza. This is a great
opportunity to come and see the latest designs from our professionals, and ask some questions.

Mayor Foster asked if there was going to be a Kwanzaa event. Council Member Hale said that he would
look into that.

Council Member Hersh congratulated Lt. Culver, Sgt. Garrity and Officer Rivera. The Environmental
commission meets tomorrow, Wednesday, December 3rd at 8:00 p.m. on Zoom. You can find the link at
www.hpboro.com. The Shade Tree Advisory Committee meets on Wednesday, December 10 at 7:30 p.m.
also on Zoom, link provided on the Borough’s web-site at www.hpboro.com. As the liaison to Sustainable
Highland Park, we work closely with the community as a link between the community and the Borough
to be better environmental stewards and our achievements are tracked through sustainability certification
by Sustainable New Jersey. We have been re-certified as silver once again. We're going for gold the next
round, but a lot of the things that happen in between are what get us to that status. So, just a few things
that are happening led by Sustainable Highland Park in the next couple weeks. On December 6th, there is
a Sustainable Highland Park community cleanup meet at the Welkovits Pavilion on December 6th
between 10am and noon. Supplies will be provided for you, bags, gloves, items to pick up debris will be
provided, but you are free to bring your own. On December 17" please join everyone's welcome to our
December to our December monthly meeting on December 17th, but then that is immediately followed by
a holiday party. So join us in person at the Teen center right over here at 600 Benner between 7pm to
9pm. We'll recap all the all of this year's accomplishments and share some appetizers and desserts at our
Zero Waste party. All are welcome and are encouraged to bring something to share. What is zero waste?
So that means we try to have this party without throwing that much away at all. So we bring reusable
plates, we bring reusable utensils, and we try to leave that the lightest footprint possible. With today's
weather and with winter creeping up on us quickly we're going to start seeing some hazardous conditions
on the roadways. When snow is in the forecast, the Public Works Department has some suggestions to
assist in our snow removal efforts and you know, these are designed to make the street safe as possible for
residents following a snowstorm. Please visit www.hpboro.com to get familiar with the guidelines that
required particularly if you live on snow emergency route. There are times where you will have to move
your car if we go above a certain amount of measurable snow. So please be mindful of that. Help a
neighbor out, you can always help a neighbor out with shoveling their walk, particularly neighbors who
might live on a corner property who may not have the resources, the availability or simply are not able to
clear their walkway. Please help them out. There is also a volunteer effort in town to remove snow. So,
the Department of Community Services keeps a list of volunteers, both paid and free, for folks who are in
need of snow removal. Please contact the Community Center is you are interested in serving or are in
need of assistance with snow removal. Sunday, December 7th from 4 to 9 at Pino’s is the Highland Parks
Arts Commission's poetry festival where he will be judging so please come. We have a warming, we do
keep a code blue center during cold nights in Highland Park. This is a volunteer service that Highland
Park provides. We're not required by the State but the point is we do have an unsheltered population here
and we do have folks who also may not have a warm place to be when temperatures get extremely cold.
So if you do need assistance, please reach out and call the police at 732-572-3800. Thank you.

Council President Kim-Chohan said she did receive a few emails and clarified from her report last week
when I touched on the State's budget and some people asked me where is this surplus or when did you see
that in the budget and I didn't touch on it. It's actually from the sales from the EV cars because that started
this year. So prior to that you couldn't buy an electric vehicle tax-free, this year they started collecting and
everyone that's still dedicated to their electric vehicles are now getting hit with the sales tax and it's crazy
but including myself. So that's where that surplus is coming from. She mentioned that there is a fairly new
program at the Community Center for toddler’s ages 2 through 5 called Jumping Jelly Beans. I signed my
son up and would love I think they still have openings and would love for others to join.

Borough Administrator Jover reported
Borough Administrator Jover reported on the Bond Ordinance on the agenda, appropriating $800,000

toward DPW heavy equipment. In particular, a garbage truck, which is very much needed. You may see
some strange configurations during garbage pickup when our when our rear loader is out of whack, and it
is right now. We are going to order a new one. Fortunately, we have a $250,000 grant to offset some of
that cost and then the remaining amount of money would go towards other needed heavy equipment at
DPW. Middlesex Water Company, where we purchase our water, has requested a rate increase of the
Board of Public Utilities. We have filed a formal intervenor in the rate case along with several other
municipalities that are in the same position. It's a very technical process as I'm learning, but with the help
of our Special Counsel on that matter. We are participating as best we can and our goal is to understand
the basis for the rate that's proposed and to advocate for some places where maybe there could be some
cutbacks to kind of reduce the pass through cost to the Borough and to our customers. So, I'll keep you
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posted as that goes through. I understand it's going to take several months from this point but I've been I
started participating in the meetings about a week ago.

Borough Attorney’s Report.

Borough Attorney Rainone reported on the public speaking portions of this meeting. There are several
opportunities for the public to speak, whether you are on Zoom or here in council chambers. The first, is
number nine on the agenda. Its public participation that gives the public three minutes to speak on any
item that's on the agenda that being Ordinances or Resolution. There'll be a second public participation at
the conclusion of the agenda and that is to speak for three minutes on any topic that any member of the
public wishes to bring forward. There are no ordinances on second reading tonight. So that won't be an
issue.

Mayor’s Report.

Mayor Foster updated everyone on the status of Upper Raritan road diet that was supposed to start in
November. She received communication this week stating that the road diet would be begin next week
and is hoping there is no inclement weather or anything else that would preclude them from coming in
and starting this much needed project. And as promised, I will keep you all posted as to where we are.

Public Participation.
Mayor Foster opened the floor for public participation.

There being no one, it was moved by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council Member Hersh to
close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Member Vargas.
Abstain: None.

Ordinances Requiring a First Reading.
Ordinance No. 25-2119 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Purchase of Various Vehicles for the

Department of Public Works, by and in the Borough of Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, State
of New Jersey; Appropriating $800,000 Therefor (Inclusive of a New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs Grant in the Amount of $250,000) and Authorizing the Issuance of $550,000 Bonds or Notes of
the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof

Clerk reported on Bond Ordinance Providing for the Purchase of Various Vehicles for the Department of
Public Works, by and in the Borough of Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey;
Appropriating $800,000 Therefor (Inclusive of a New Jersey Department of Community Affairs Grant in
the Amount of $250,000) and Authorizing the Issuance of $550,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to
Finance Part of the Cost Thereof has been duly introduced by the Finance Committee for consideration of
passage on first reading by title and the Supplemental Debt Statement prepared by the Finance Director
was filed in the Clerk’s Office on December 2, 2025.

On motion by Council Member Hersh and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan, the ordinance
entitled as above was duly adopted on first reading by title, authorize publication and set public hearing
for December 16, 2025, by the following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Member Vargas.
Abstain: None.

Ordinance No. 25-2120 Ordinance No. 25-2120 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing the Code
of the Borough of Highland Park to Add Chapter 103 Titled "Health Regulations and Licenses," Article 1
"Food Handling Establishments"

Clerk reported on Ordinance No. 25-2120 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing the Code of the
Borough of Highland Park to Add Chapter 103 Titled "Health Regulations and Licenses," Article I "Food
Handling Establishments" has been duly introduced by the Health and Human Services Committee for
consideration of passage on first reading by title.

On motion by Council Member Postelnik and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan, the ordinance
entitled as above was duly adopted on first reading by title, authorize publication and set public hearing
for December 16, 2025, by the following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Member Vargas.
Abstain: None.

Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions.
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Mayor Foster asked the Council Members if there were any Resolutions they would like pulled from the
consent agenda. There were none.

Resolution No. 12-25-256 through 12-25-262 were duly adopted on a motion made by Council Member
George and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Member Vargas.
Abstain: None.

Resolution No. 12-25-256

WHEREAS, there exists various outstanding checks on the books of the Claim Fund of the Borough
of Highland Park, and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that these checks are at least one year old and should be canceled,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park that the following outstanding checks in the Claims Fund in the amount of $990.00 be cancelled to

Current Fund Surplus:

CHECK # CHECK DATE PAYEE CHECK AMOUNT
17029 1/16/2024 Richard Abrams $80.00
17573 4/2/2024 Midd Cty Conf Muni Court Judge 150.00
18098 7/16/2024 Meiqi Liu 125.00
18679 10/15/2024 Jessica Jimenez 135.00

18712 10/15/2024 Jill Westerberg 500.00

TOTAL $990.00

Resolution No. 12-25-257

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park is desirous of contracting with the County of
Middlesex for the provision of various public health services for the period beginning January 1, 2026 and
ending December 31, 2027; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:8-1 et seq., a municipality may enter into a contract with the
County for the provision of such services without public bidding; and

WHEREAS, the County of Middlesex has agreed to contract with the Borough of Highland Park
for said public health services in the amount of $52,066.63 for the year 2026 and in the amount of
$53,107.96 for 2027; and

WHEREAS, funds for said 2026 contract shall be made available in Current Fund Account No. 6-
01-27-333-235 in an amount not to exceed $52,066.63, and will be provided for in the 2026 Municipal
Budget as adopted and funds for said 2027 contract shall be made available in Current Fund Account No.
7-01-27-333-235 in an amount not to exceed $53,107.96, and will be provided for in the 2027 Municipal
Budget as adopted as reflected by the Chief Financial Officer Certification of Funds No. 2025-82.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk shall be and are hereby authorized and directed to execute and attest

on behalf of the Borough a contract with the County of Middlesex for the provision of public health

services, in the amount of $52,066.63, for the period January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2026,

and $53,107.96, for the period January 1, 2027 through December 31, 2027, said contract to be in

a form approved by the Borough Attorney.

2. That a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to Finance Department, the Highland Park
Board of Health, and the County of Middlesex forthwith.

Resolution No. 12-25-258

WHEREAS, the Highland Park Highland Park Athletic Teams Boosters, Inc. has made application
to the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park for a license to hold, operate and conduct games
of chance commonly known as Bingo in accordance with the Bingo Licensing Law (NSJA 5:8-24 to 49),
on March 6, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has made or caused to be made an investigation of the
qualifications of said applicant and the merits of said application and have determined that said applicant
is qualified to hold, operate and conduct Bingo in accordance with the requirements of the Bingo Licensing
Law and the findings set forth in Form 5A of the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that

1. The Borough Clerk shall be and is hereby authorized and directed to issue a license to the Highland

Park Educational Foundation for the holding, operation and conduct of games of chance commonly

known as Bingo upon payment of a license fee, subject to the provisions of said Licensing Law and

the rules, regulations and amendments thereto promulgated by said Control Commission.

Resolution No. 12-25-259
WHEREAS, the Highland Park Athletic Teams Boosters, Inc. has made application to the Borough
Council of the Borough of Highland Park for a license to hold, operate and conduct an Off-Premises Raftle
for merchandise in accordance with the Raffles Licensing Law (NSJA 5:8-50 to 76), on March 6, 2026; and
WHEREAS, the Borough Council has made or caused to be made an investigation of the
qualifications of said applicant and the merits of said application and have determined that said applicant
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is qualified to hold, operate and conduct Raffles in accordance with the Raffles Licensing Law and the
findings set forth in the Form 5A of the Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that
1. The Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue a license to the Highland Park
Athletic Teams Boosters, Inc., for the holding, operation and conduct of a raffle on the above date
upon payment of a legal fee therefor, subject to the provisions of the Raffles Licensing Law and
the rules, regulations and amendments thereto promulgated by said Control Commission.

Resolution No. 12-25-260
WHEREAS, Guaranteed Motor Towing Service, Inc., has filed with the Clerk of this Borough
for a 2026 Wrecker/Towing License to operate heavy duty wreckers in this Borough under the provisions
of the Ordinance providing for such license; and
WHEREAS, the Chief of Police has investigated said applicant and has reported favorably upon
said application.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council, of the Borough of
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey,
1. Said applicant is qualified and that public necessity and convenience would be served by the
issuance of such License.
2. The Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to issue Heavy Duty
Wrecker/Towing Licenses to the aforesaid applicants.

Resolution No. 12-25-261

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government
Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or
municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined
at the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal
amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 2025 budget
in the sum of $5,250.00, which is now available from the 250" Anniversary of the American Revolution
Grant, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $5,250.00 is hereby appropriated under the
caption of 250" Anniversary of the American Revolution Grant.

Resolution No. 12-25-262

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all claims
presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough Treasurer, and which
have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the
same are hereby approved; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of this
meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in accordance with said
Ordinance.

1. The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 12/02/2025 can be found in the Bills List
Journal Book No. 45.

Appointments.
Commission for Universal Access

Leila Ross

It was moved by Council Member Postelnik and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan to
appointment Leila Ross as a Member of the Commission for Universal Access and carried by the
following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Member Vargas
Abstain: None.

Second Public Participation.
Mayor Foster opened the floor for the second public participation.

Seeing no one, it was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Hersh to
close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Member Vargas.
Abstain: None.
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There being no further business, on motion made by Council Member George and seconded by Council
Member Postelnik and carried by affirmative voice vote of all Council Members present, the meeting
adjourned at 7:43 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Santiago
Borough Clerk



