BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
REGULAR MEETING
November 25, 2025 — 7:00 PM

A Regular Meeting of the Highland Park Mayor and Council was held on Tuesday, November 25, 2025,
and was called to order by Mayor Foster at 7:00 PM. Annual Notice of this meeting was provided to The
Home News Tribune, the Star Ledger and the Highland Park Planet on January 8, 2025 and was posted on
the Borough website at www.hpboro.com and on the bulletin board at Borough Hall, 221 South Fifth
Avenue, Highland Park, NJ and has remained continuously posted as required by law.

Pledge of Allegiance.
Allan Williams led the flag salute.

Roll Call:
Present: Mayor Foster, Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik,
Vargas, Borough Attorney Rainone, Special Counsel Baumann, Borough
Administrator Jover, and Borough Clerk Santiago.
Absent: None.

Approval of Minutes:
Motion was made by Council Member Postelnik and seconded by Council Member Hale to approve the
minutes of October 21, 2025 Regular Session as distributed, by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Council Reports.

Council Member George wished everybody in Highland Park a peaceful and enjoyable Thanksgiving
holiday. I'm thankful for all of the accomplishments that the Mayor, Council, and Administration have
been able to implement in Highland Park this past year, which has not been the easiest time to navigate.
With regard to the Police department, the food drive this morning was very successful. Pictures are going
up on the Department website. The department filled one of the large SUV patrol vehicles full of food for
distribution. And we thank all of those who donated, especially the commercial establishments.
Thanksgiving is a special time, but also a night for more caution. This celebration can get out of hand and
cause more accidents or serious injury. So this year, the Highland Park Police Department is joining with
South Plainfield and Piscataway Police Departments to conduct the goal zero campaign with the goal of
having zero deaths, zero injuries, and zero crashes over the Thanksgiving evening holiday. These
departments are fully committed and fully staffed with officer’s liaisoning with each other and keeping in
communication during the holiday night to monitor traffic, observe driving for any possible unsafe
operations across borders and have an increased presence on the streets throughout this continuous area of
Highland Park, South Plainfield, and Piscataway. He thanked Licutenant Soden for coordinating that
effort and the three departments are the ones committed under in Middlesex County under the State's goal
of having the program established. The Department also stepped up its presence and enforcement at
Magnolia and South 4th to see if we can reduce traffic pressure and complaints as well as violations at
that intersection and it was very successful. Chief Abrams and Lieutenant Soden are evaluating the results
of the program for possible further recommendations for traffic management. With regard to the Highland
Park Library, as many of us know and participated, the library ran the one book program featuring the
Heaven and Earth grocery store through November. The events were very successful, attracted big crowds
every night from the group readings to discussions to the music of the times and culture and the collaging
EP episode. Special thanks to Senior Librarian Natalie Lavine who show who came up with the idea
along with the rest of the staff but also shouldered the organization for the event and the cooperation of
Library and Borough volunteers with the schedule. Looking at the schedule this evening tomorrow, a
good movie was proposed for the 1:00 special on Wednesday of the How to Train Your Dragon, the new
movie, but the library also plans to close early for the holiday tomorrow and will be closed Thursday for
Thanksgiving. So, please check schedule for the afternoon. The Safe Walking and Cycling committee at
Monday's meeting, discussed the budget and planning for the coming year and reviewed some of the
programs ran this year, including the bike rodeo. Lieutenant Snowden filled us in on a lot of the
developments out of Keep Middlesex Moving which is also working on guidelines for e-bikes. I believe
they have a program which we're going to try and get to see if we can't run them at some of the events
and possibly online with regard to e-bikes for both parents and the community.

Council Member Postelnik stated winter is upon us and encouraged everyone who hasn't yet to get their
annual flu and COVID shots so we can all be as healthy as possible this holiday season. Second, I want to
thank the Human Relations Commission alongside the Highland Park Library for all their hard work in
putting together the highly successful series of events and programming around the Heaven and Earth
grocery store. He thanked the staff from Irving and Bartle schools here in town for taking the children out
for the Veterans Day parade. It was a bitterly cold day but the staff and children brought a lot of warmth
for the veterans that who we were honoring that day. It was pretty special. We were starting to gather
from the start of the parade, the initial ceremony portion up by the Doughboy statue and it was like a
couple blocks away the entire Bartle school was just out and you can hear the kids just pouring with a lot
of excitement and enthusiasm. So that was really sweet to see them all out. The need for food assistance is
only increasing. We have wonderful partners in the Highland Park Food Pantry and HP Gives A Hoot
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food organizations to help provide food to those in need. He encouraged everyone in town who can, to
support them so they can continue to support our neighbors. Donation information to both organizations
can be found on the Borough’s website hpboro.com. He wished everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving.

Council Member Vargas reported the Arts Commission has been incredibly active this fall. They
successfully hosted the annual Scarecrows in Downtown contest, a well-received Zine Workshop as part
of their Learn & Create series, and the Grand (Tiny) Opening of the borough’s first Free Little Art
Gallery. This opening marks the start of a prototype initiative that will include two permanent
installations—one in front of Main Street Highland Park on Raritan Avenue and another near Irving
School on Woodbridge Avenue. These miniature galleries function much like the familiar Little Free
Libraries, providing spaces where community members can exchange small works of art. [ encourage
everyone to visit the flagship tiny gallery located on River Road in front of Raices Cultural Center—it is
truly a charming and remarkable addition to our town. Upcoming events in the Learn & Create series
include: Coffee & Ink Workshop — Thursday, December 4 at 6:30 PM at the Highland Park Public
Library, Draw Yourself as a Superhero — Monday, December 9 at 6:30 PM at Raices Cultural Center.
Please remember to pre-register. Links are available on the Arts Commission’s social media pages, or you
can email AC@hpboro.com for more information. Additionally, the Annual Poetry Festival will take
place on December 7, from 4-9 PM, featuring dozens of spoken word artists from across the region. All
are welcome—come out and enjoy an evening of creativity and community. The Historical Commission
recently hosted a wonderful Lenape Lifeways program this past Sunday in honor of Indigenous History
Month. The event was led by Carla Messinger, a respected Lenape educator. She brought eight tables of
interactive exhibits featuring artifacts and cultural items from her work, and she also shared her children’s
book, When the Shadbush Blooms, with the families in attendance. Participants learned about the history,
culture, and traditions of the Lenape people, on whose ancestral land we stand today. The event was very
well attended, and we are grateful to the community for supporting opportunities that deepen our
understanding of New Jersey’s Indigenous heritage. In Lenape, “thank you” is Wanishi—so Wanishi to
Ms. Carla for sharing her knowledge and helping keep Lenape history and traditions alive for present and
future generations, and to the Historical Commission for organizing such a meaningful program. Stay
tuned to the Borough page for photos of the event! She noted that she would share updates on Community
Center activities and upcoming Recreation events at our next meeting. A big thank you to the Community
Center for organizing the Veterans Day parade. It was great to see all the students from Irving and Bartle
there, cheering on and showing their support for our Veterans. Happy Thanksgiving.

Council Member Hale reported on the public hearing scheduled on tonight’s agenda for our
redevelopment plan for the Rite-Aid. He reminded everyone that the goal of this plan is to expand the
various options for businesses that are allowed within the old Rite aid site. These include healthcare, day
care and entertainment options which are not currently allowed on the site without the owner having to
request a variance from the planning and zoning board. The goal is to try and help the property owner get
a strong stable tenant in the building and we believe these additional options will help them do that. This
is not a typical agreement and it does not include financial incentives like PILOTs or other strategies. But
it does include again working with the property owner on allowing for access from the rite aid parking lot
to our new South 3rd Avenue plaza. On December 15th from 6:30 to 8:30pm at the Community Center
we are holding a community meeting regarding the 3rd Avenue public plaza. After many years of
planning, countless meetings with permitting officials at the State and county level and numerous
stakeholder and advisory group meetings as well as some fun public walking tours we are excited to be
able to show our vision and plans for the new home for the Farmers Market but really a new home for all
types of community events and programs and great place to just hang out. It is a long time coming and it
will still be a while before it becomes a reality but at the community meeting you will be able to see
renderings and pictures of your new 3rd Avenue plaza. Please come on December 15th between 6:30 and
8:30 and take a look. It is going to be awesome. The end of the year is always a very busy time for Main
Street Highland Park and this year is no exception. Hope everyone has noticed that the snowflakes are up
all around town, which is when I always think the holiday season really kicks off. One of the reasons that
Main Street does all of the events I am about to list at the end of the year is that it is a particularly difficult
time for many of our businesses and anything we can do drive traffic to those businesses at the end of the
year is really helpful. One way of doing that is by purchasing a HP digital gift card for local business.
Details can be found at mainstreethp.org. So, before you go to these events order a HP Bucks digital at
mainstreethp.org. and shop local. Upcoming Events: November 29th From 4 to 8pm is the annual Tree
Lighting event, music, vendors, food trucks and lots of kids activities. Plus the highlight of the year a visit
from the best Santa in all of New Jersey and likely the only one with a law degree. Thank you Phil. There
is also a Gingerbread House contest on the 29th details at mainstreet.org. The fun continues on Sunday
November 30th and again on December 13th from 4pm to 8pm with Night Owl Markets where you can
stock up and augment your local purchases with all kinds of holiday gifts, arts and crafts. Music, food and
kids activities. On December 14th from 1pm to 5 pm we have our annual Menorah lighting. This is a
great opportunity to come and eat as many sufganiyot as you want. Because it is Hanukah, a time of
miracles, | have been told that these amazing donuts miraculously will not increase your waistline or raise
your cholesterol. So come and bring the entire family for lighting of the town menorah and kid’s games
and activities as well again on December 14th from 1pm to Spm. With all of these happy notes it is
probably ok to end with a sad one, Highland Park lost an amazing resident a short time ago. Carey Class
was an instrumental part of life at the Highland Park temple for over 40 years. Carey was a good friend of
mine. [ will always remember the way he would raise one eyebrow, a slightly purse his lips into a smile
whenever I tried to claim that I was too busy to do something with and for the temple. Never critical or
chastising but always letting you know he knew the difference between too busy and not wanting to. It
was often enough to make you find the time. The Mayor has that same look to that same effect.
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Carey did everything at the temple, from leading services and teaching others to do it, creating study
groups, running men's club events and too often almost single handedly polishing all of the Torah silver
before high holidays. Carey was a prosthetist and orthodontist. During his career he gave hundreds if not
thousands of people the ability walk or hold a glass. Carey had a reputation for never being satisfied until
all the glitches or tweaks from a new leg or arm went away. He taught people to walk again and how to
hold that cup of water. Carey retired and was looking forward to playing lots of rounds of really bad golf
when October 7th happened. Almost immediately he knew that with the coming war many returning
soldiers and civilians would sadly need new arms and new legs. He also knew that while Israel is one of
the most technologically advanced nations in the world, they remained way behind the curve when it
came to prosthetics. There was little attention and even less professional training in the art and craft of
giving people new arms and legs. So Carey became determined to change that. He began what would be
an almost a 18 month long distance battle with the infamous Israeli bureaucracy, which at times can make
the American bureaucracy look as efficient as Amazon. But he succeeded. In August of this year, Carey
travelled to Tel Aviv and began setting up the first professional prosthetics and orthodontist school in
Israel. He had interviewed and chose the first class for the program and seemed to be off and running.
And then Carey got sick. He spent some time in a Tel Aviv hospital but was well enough to come home
to Highland Park right before the High Holidays. Mainly because he wanted to be near his beloved wife
Hillary and his daughters Rebecca and Vona but also his temple family. He never made it. Shortly after
getting off the plane Carey went to JFK medical center where every possible effort was made. He seemed
to get better, then not and finally Carey passed away on November 6™, He is irreplaceable and he will be
missed. A fund has been set up with the Adi Israel Foundation, which can be found at adi-il.org or sent to
Adi Israel Foundation 1416 East Seventh Street Suite 2 Brooklyn New York 11230. Donations should
clearly say it is for the PTO/P&O Master’s Program in memory of Carey Glass. If you didn't catch that
please reach out to me or the Highland Park Temple and we will make sure it gets to the right place.

Mayor Foster asked for a moment of silence.

Council Member Hersh reported the Environmental Commission will hold its regular meeting on
Wednesday, December 3rd at 8:00 PM on Zoom. Please go to www.hpboro.com for information. The
Shade Tree Advisory Committee on meets on Wednesday, December 10th at 7:30 p.m. also on Zoom.
And again, you can find that link in the calendar section of www.hpboro.com. The second reading of the
Ordinance on bamboo plants and curtailing the growth thereof. This was a bit about the invasiveness and
the destruction that bamboo when left unattended can cause and so I'm really excited join our surrounding
municipalities in this effort. Last week a lot of us were at the League of Municipalities conference in
Atlantic City. That's an annual conference hosted by the Statewide New Jersey State League of
Municipalities. And it's that's a basically a membership advocacy organization that represents the many
needs of municipalities, whether it's infrastructure needs, policy needs, equipment needs, we go and look
at the latest and greatest technology particularly when it comes to things like road paving and garbage
pickup. One of the things that is always exciting for is that it's an opportunity to really showcase our work
as a Borough, some of the innovations that we do here at the local level with other towns and also to learn
from other towns on their innovations. And one of our favorite events is the Sustainable Jersey annual
luncheon because Highland Park has a really strong track record. We have a strong and activated green
team that works very hard on these sustainable actions. Sustainable Jersey is a statewide institute that
provides municipal guidance on environmental sustainability stewardship things that we can do day-to-
day to improve our environmental practices. Things that we just kind of incorporate into our work. So we
were re-certified this year at the Silver level and as you can imagine, there is one more tier that we are
eager to get to, Gold and working really closely with, Sustainable Highland Park, but also with our
Admin team, Teri Jover, Jacob Callahan, and Mayor Foster. A lot of this work is done in the
Administrative realm and is not just outward environmental practices. It's really the way that we operate
that can promote economic sustainability, environmental sustainability and so forth. We are working
toward gold and then we can finally dethrone Woodbridge Township which is the gold standard in
sustainability. Woodbridge Avenue obviously is still under construction and hopefully folks who traverse
that roadway daily like I do have kind of gotten used to the contours and the new way. He reminded
everyone that this is water main replacement work that's going to take about four months. This stems
from Volkert to the Edison border. And you may have noticed that there were some lane shifts and from
what he has noticed and hear from public safety it's been pretty smooth over there but please take note of
the lane shifts there. Please watch your sight lines particularly during the morning, Irving school is right
there and there are very few crosswalks on Woodbridge Avenue as you know so folks often don't have a
place to cross the street except at 11th and 6th and then further up. So please be mindful of that. After the
replacement of this main work, the project's going to transition into roadway reconstruction in 2026. This
will include new curbs, sidewalks, storm water drainage, and repaving of the project area. So, a lot of
exciting things uh going on Woodbridge Avenue. He noted that he was going to be one of the judges at
the Arts Commission poetry festival along with Nicole Gonzalez who's a Middlesex County professor and
former arts commission member Karen Jazarsski who's the children's librarian at the library and Francisco
Gonzalez who's the director and co-founder of Raices cultural center. The event takes place on December
7th.

Council President Kim-Chohan said that recent reporting’s show that New Jersey is seeing stronger than
expected income and sales tax collection so far this fiscal year. So that's encouraging for the overall
economic picture. As we think about State aid and the current environment that we're operating in
Highland Park will continue to approach our budget with cautious responsibility, doing our best to protect
taxpayers while still investing in the services, infrastructure, and programs that our residents rely on.
From the finance committee perspective, she highlighted a few key items on the agenda that speak
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directly to that budget stewardship. First item is our lead service line inventory payment. This continues
our State mandate work to identify and verify lead service lines in our water system, keeping us compliant
and protecting public health. Municipal Alliance strategic plan, bringing in grant dollars instead of relying
solely on local property taxes. The PSE&G energy efficiency partnership, this positions us to reduce long-
term energy costs through efficiently upgrades again leveraging external programs and incentives. Lastly
is our bill list which is often on there and budget transfers. Paying, which is very small and part of one of
the many things that we do, but paying our obligations on time and making internal transfers so we can
close out the year cleanly without new spending. And since we're heading into the holiday season, I want
to close with a reflection on something that's part of our community values. And so this is a time when
many of us slow down, reflect on what we're grateful for and think about how we can support neighbors
who may be having a tougher year. If you're able to give this season, consider choosing one or two local
organizations such as our Food Pantry, or other community nonprofits. She thanked her colleagues, our
staff, and all of our residents for everything you do for Highland Park. Wishing everyone has a safe,
peaceful, and very Happy Thanksgiving.

Borough Administrator Jover reported

Borough Administrator Jover clarified something Council Member Hale mentioned on the Third Avenue
Meeting. The date is correct Monday, December 15th, 6:30 to 8:30, but we're actually going to be in this
room in Council Chambers, not at the Community Center. Just wanted to make sure folks knew where to
g0. We usually do meet there, but we had a scheduling conflict. So, we'll be meeting in here and pleased
to host our design team, Arterial, to kind of show off the final concept plan.

Borough Attorney’s Report.

Borough Attorney Rainone went over the standard the public portions coming up and explained to
everyone what that process looks like. Members of the public are given three different opportunities

to speak on this agenda. The first one for three minutes and it is on any item on the agenda, so any
resolution, any ordinance on first reading. At the end of the agenda, you'll notice a second section for
public participation that grants you another opportunity to come in and address the council on any subject
that you would like, whether it's on the agenda or not. Tonight we have two ordinances on second
reading, so you'll be given an opportunity to speak on every one of those ordinances. These public
portions are not back and forth. You'll have your time, you'll be able to go address the Council with
whatever your thoughts or questions are and then we would ask that you sit and then allow the next
person to come up and do the same. Secondly, as we talk about the Ordinances that are on second reading
and as was mentioned earlier, we have the ordinance which specifically addresses bamboo and there were
a couple questions after the last meeting about the authority of the municipality to pass such an
Ordinance. Municipalities in New Jersey are empowered granted by the State and that gives them the
ability to adopt an Ordinance that protects the public's health, safety, and the general welfare. The State
then expands a little bit further and specifically has statutes that allow us to regulate vegetative nuisances
on private properties. Bamboo as many of you are familiar with once it's established in the ground sort of
goes wherever it wants to go. So what happens is that it doesn't really respect the boundaries that we put
arbitrarily saying that this is my property versus your property. It doesn't respect foundations and it can
damage those items. Because of that, under these statutes, many municipalities, Highland Park included,
have taken the action of adding restrictions into their Ordinance that prevent the spread of bamboo from
one established property to the next and that is the intention of this Ordinance. He wished everyone a
Happy Thanksgiving and happy holidays.

Mavyor’s Report.

Mayor Foster said she has been reporting since this year the update that's coming on Upper Raritan from
the NJDOT but I reached back out to them because we reached out to them in late summer to see if we're
going to be on time with the updates that they promised that they were going to do such as the road diet,
the painting and traffic signals and what have you. And they told me, "Yeabh, it's going to happen." Well,
here it is. They said the fall. We're in the fall. We're in November, almost looking at December and still
nothing. So, we did another follow-up and I just want to report out again that we promise we'll see
something next month. [ will be staying on top of them to make sure that the Upper Raritan road diet and
calming devices will go in place. So I will keep you posted as soon as I have more information to share. I
will share hopefully we'll see some activities done as it pertains to traffic calming. She attended the
senior's Thanksgiving luncheon at the Community Center. It was a lot of fun, lots of dancing, and a lot of
good food. So look out on Facebook, you'll see a lot of pictures and videos from the event. It was
spectacular and they were very happy and I was happy to be there to celebrate Thanksgiving with them.
Speaking of seniors, this year makes it our 23rd year of celebrating our senior prom. We started this many
years ago and this year we celebrated 23 years and with that we were featured in the League of
Municipality magazine. It's reminding me because Council Member Hersh spoke about the League and it
reminded me that yes, we are prominently featured in the magazine for having this event and other towns
are looking forward to copying the idea because they think it's such a great idea that great knowledge
seniors including something special for them and I was really proud to see that featured in the magazine.
Last but not least, I just want to wish everyone a Happy and Safe Thanksgiving. And as my council
president says, we are all grateful and we have gratitude. And if you have it, please provide for others,
especially in this season.

Public Participation.

Mayor Foster opened the floor for public participation.

Jessine Danielle said that she wanted to speak in opposition of the bamboo ordinance. This ordinance
represents a significant overreach and as I was saying before I do believe that is a necessary an invent in
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invention of privacy and it needs to be qualified. It needs to have some way of allowing the residents to
be able to plant for religious reasons but also for crafting reasons because that's why I really plant the
bamboo on my property because I enjoy planting and gardening. So the proposed regulations which
dictates what residents can plant and how they must contain existing flora on their own property land sets
a really bad precedent. Furthermore, I would like to say that just calling bamboo an invasive species is
really something that is only with a lack of comp with really with lack of cultural competence because it's
very much appreciated in a lot of cultures where is even considered a secret plant. | agree that it grows
vigorous in a very vigorous way but it doesn't necessarily mean that that is not beneficial because it has
many beneficial purposes. Bamboo shoots are valued culinary ingredients and the plan itself is essential
for cultural practices and traditional offering than just mental purposes. Okay. So again, thank you so
much.

There being no one further, it was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member
Postelnik to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Borough Attorney Rainone clarified for the individuals who already have bamboo planted, the Ordinance
doesn't require you to remove your bamboo immediately. It only would take action against bamboo that
currently is in existence if that bamboo is found to have been encroaching into the properties that are next
to yours. We would encourage and part of what the Ordinance says is that if you're going to have it there,
you should take the preemptive steps to ensure that that it doesn't go it's a barrier that can go around the
fence line or around the area that you planted bamboo to prevent the root system from spreading out into
the other properties. It does not immediately require the removal of bamboo unless that happens. New
plantings, that's a different scenario altogether. If the bamboo is not currently planted and the Ordinances
have to pass, no new bamboo can be planted in ground. It doesn't stop you from planting it in planters and
things along those lines. It doesn't stop you from using it for aesthetic reasons.

Ordinance Requiring a Second Reading.
Ordinance No. 25-2117 Ordinance Adopting the Redevelopment Plan Entitled “330-334 Raritan Avenue
Redevelopment Plan” Pursuant to NJSA 40a:12a-1 et. seq.

Clerk reported on Ordinance No. 25-2117 Ordinance Adopting the Redevelopment Plan Entitled “330-
334 Raritan Avenue Redevelopment Plan” Pursuant To N.J.S.A. 40a:12a-1 et. seq. has been duly
advertised for consideration of passage on final reading by title and affidavits of publication are on file.

Mayor Foster opened public hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2117.

Seeing no one, on motion by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan, the
public hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2117 was closed and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Councilpersons: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

On motion by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council Member George, the ordinance entitled as
above, was duly adopted by the following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Councilpersons: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Ordinance No. 25-2118 Ordinance Amending Chapter 303 of the Borough of Highland Park Code
Entitled "Property Maintenance" to Include Article V Entitled "Bamboo Plants"

Clerk reported on Ordinance No. 25-2118 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 303 of the Borough of
Highland Park Code Entitled "Property Maintenance" to Include Article V Entitled "Bamboo Plants" has
been duly advertised for consideration of passage on final reading by title and affidavits of publication are
on file.

Mayor Foster opened public hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2118.

Seeing no one, on motion by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Hale, the public
hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2118 was closed and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Councilpersons: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
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Abstain: None.

On motion by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan, the ordinance
entitled as above, was duly adopted by the following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Councilpersons: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions.

Mayor Foster asked the Council Members if there were any Resolutions they would like pulled from the
consent agenda. Council Member George asked that Resolution 11-25-249 be separated for a separate
vote.

Resolution No. 11-25-242 through 11-25-248, and 11-25-250 through 11-25-254 were duly adopted on a
motion made by Council President Kim-Chohan and seconded by Council Member George and carried by
the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Resolution No. 11-25-242

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-24-270, adopted December 10, 2024, the Borough
Council authorized execution of a contract with ConQuest Construction Inc. for the Water Service Line
Field Verification by Hydro Excavation for Lead Service Line Inventory, in an amount not to exceed
$792,100.00, without further resolution of Council; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 4-25-116, adopted on April 15, 2025, the Borough Council authorized
Pay Estimate No. 1 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $32,857.44 in accordance with said Pay
Estimate for work performed from March 26, 2025 to March 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 5-25-146, adopted on May 20, 2025, the Borough Council authorized
Pay Estimate No. 2 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $106,039.92 in accordance with said Pay
Estimate for work performed from April 1, 2025 to April 22, 2025; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 7-25-180, adopted on July 1, 2025, the Borough Council authorized
Pay Estimate No. 3 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $131,582.16 in accordance with said Pay
Estimate for work performed from May 13, 2025 to June 3, 2025; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 8-25-187, adopted on August 12, 2025, the Borough Council
authorized Pay Estimate No. 4 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $206,852.52 in accordance with
said Pay Estimate for work performed from June 5, 2025 to July 18, 2025; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 9-25-206, adopted on September 2, 2025, the Borough Council
authorized Pay Estimate No. 5 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $302,437.80 in accordance with
said Pay Estimate for work performed from July 21, 2025 to August 11, 2025; and

WHEREAS, it appears from Pay Estimate No. 6, filed by USA-Highland Park, the Borough’s
Water and Sewer Utility Operator, that certain work under said contract has been completed and approved,
and there is due to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $43,938.30 in accordance with said Pay Estimate
for work performed from August 12, 2025 to August 19, 2025; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Grant Fund Account No. G-02-41-802-
201, in an amount not to exceed $43,938.30, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by the
Chief Financial Officer Certification No. 2025-76.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized and directed to pay ConQuest Construction
Inc., 450 South River Road, Hackensack NJ 07601, the sum of $43,938.30 certified by USA-
Highland Park in Pay Estimate No. 6, subject to the Clerk’s receipt of the Certified Payroll and
Project Manning Reports and additional documents as necessary;

2. That certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Borough Administrator, Chief Financial
Officer, USA-Highland Park and ConQuest Construction Inc.

Resolution No. 11-25-243

WHEREAS the Highland Park Finance Department is in need of a maintenance contract for the
financial software and hardware for 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Borough may purchase said maintenance contract from Edmunds GovTech, 301
Tilton Road, Northfield, NJ 08225 for an amount not to exceed $14,773.30; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Current Fund Account No. 5-01-20-130-
235 in the amount of $14,773.30, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer,
No. 2025-77.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:
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1. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to execute said maintenance contract
for the financial software and hardware from Edmunds GovTech, 301 Tilton Road, Northfield, NJ
08225, for a total amount not to exceed $14,773.30.

2. Certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Finance Department.

Resolution No. 11-25-244
WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park desires to participate in a joint fireworks display
with the City of New Brunswick on Thursday, July 2, 2026 with a rain date of Sunday, July 5, 2026; and
WHEREAS, proposals from fireworks companies were solicited by the Department of
Community Services and the results were as follows:
e Garden State Fireworks, $21,400, available on all dates
o Starfire Corporation, no quote provided,
e D&M Fireworks, LLC $23,500, rain date not available
WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park and the City of New Brunswick will equally share in
the costs of this event and the City of New Brunswick will reimburse the Borough for its portion of the
costs; and
WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Account No. R-19-56-850-001 in an amount
not to exceed $21,400.00, with a reimbursement amount from the City of New Brunswick in the amount
of $10,700.00, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer no. 2025-78.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Highland Park of the
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:
1. The Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to sign the contract agreement with Garden State
Fireworks, PO Box 403, Millington, NJ 07946-0403, for the 2026 Independence Day Celebration
Fireworks Display to be held on Thursday, July 2, 2026 with a rain date of Sunday, July 5, 2026.

Resolution No. 11-25-245

WHEREAS, the Highland Park Fire Department had a need to make emergency repairs to Fire
Engine No. 1; and

WHEREAS, an emergent purchase pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6 may be awarded without
soliciting quotations when an emergency affecting the health, safety or welfare of the public and requires
immediate performance of the service; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator concurred and determined that an emergency did exist
and authorized the repairs.

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Current Fund Account No. 5-01-25-265-
231 in an amount not to exceed $9,302.87 and Current Fund Account No. 5-01-26-315-232 in an amount
not to exceed $6,492.44, for a total amount not to exceed $15,795.31, as reflected by the certification of
funds by the Chief Financial Officer No. 2025-79.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that

1. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to make payment for said emergency

repair work with Emergency Equipment Sales, LLC, 119 Winterwood Avenue, Ewing, NJ 08638
in an amount not to exceed $15,795.13 per the attached.

2. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Chief Financial Officer, Administrator,
and Fire Chief.

Resolution No. 11-25-246

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Substance Use Disorder (GCSUD) established the
Municipal Alliances for the Prevention of Substance Use Disorder in 1989 to educate and engage
residents, local government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the faith
community, parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent substance use disorder in communities
throughout New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, The Borough Council of the Township/Borough of Highland Park, County of
Middlesex, State of New Jersey recognizes that substance use disorder is a serious problem in our society
amongst persons of all ages; and therefore has an established Municipal Alliance Committee; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public
officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent substance use

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on
Substance Use Disorder through the County of Middlesex

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Highland Park, County of
Middlesex, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following:

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of a strategic plan for the Highland

Park Municipal Alliance grant for fiscal year 2027 in the amount of:

GCSUD GRANT FUND $10,050.00
Cash Match $2512.50
In-Kind $ 7537.50

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the
Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements.
APPROVED:
Elsie Foster, Mayor

Resolution No. 11-25-247
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WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of life for its residents by ensuring
that its environmental, economic, and social objectives are balanced and mutually supportive; and
WHEREAS, the Borough strives to save tax dollars, assure clean land, air and water, improve
working and living environments; and
WHEREAS, the Borough is active in the Sustainable Jersey certification program; and
WHEREAS, one of the purposes of Sustainable Jersey is to provide resources to municipalities to
make progress on sustainability issues, and they have created the Sustainable Jersey-PSE&G Energy
Efficiency Partnership Program to help increase energy efficiency for residents and business owners, and
in municipal facilities. This Program includes a Sustainable Jersey Start-up Grant funded by PSE&G in the
amount of $2,500 for participants in each track they implement. Applicants become eligible for additional
grants as they implement the residential and commercial energy efficiency outreach campaign tracks.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:
1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize the application for such grant.
2. That the persons whose names, titles, and signatures appear below are authorized to sign the
application, and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized to sign the agreement, and
any other documents necessary in connection therewith:

Teri Jover Elsie Foster
Borough Administrator Mayor

Resolution No. 11-25-248

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a Person-to-Person Transfer of Plenary Distribution
License No. 1207-44-001-005, currently in “pocket” status, issued to Rite Aid of New Jersey, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been
paid, and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; and

WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title
33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances
and conditions consistent with Title 33; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority reviewed the source of all funds
used in the purchase of the license and the licensed business and all additional financing obtained in
connection with the licensed business.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey does hereby approve, effective November 25, 2025, the
Person-to-Person transfer of the aforesaid Plenary Distribution License, from Rite Aid of New Jersey, Inc.
to SAMP Beverages, Inc. to be held as a pocket license.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the said Borough Council does hereby direct the Borough
Clerk to endorse the License Certificate as follows: “This license, subject to all of its terms and condition,
is hereby transferred to SAMP Beverages, Inc. to be held as a pocket license effective November 25, 2025.

Resolution No. 11-25-250

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park, a public body corporate and politic of the State of
New Jersey (the “Borough”), is authorized pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law,
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (as same may be amended from time to time) (the “Redevelopment Law”) to
act as a redevelopment entity and to implement redevelopment plans and carry out redevelopment projects
in the Borough; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Redevelopment Law, the Borough Council caused a redevelopment
plan to be prepared for certain property located withing the Borough, entitled the “Downtown
Redevelopment Plan for Tracts A-D” (the “Redevelopment Plan”); and

WHEREAS, on September 14, 2021, the Borough Council approved Ordinance No. 21-2030
adopting the Redevelopment Plan; and

WHEREAS, as described in the Redevelopment Plan, the properties identified as Tract A: Block
1704 [173], Lots 41-49 & Portion of Lot 20 (“Tract A”); Tract B: Block 2201 [13], Lots 6 & 9 (“Tract
B”); Tract C: Block 2202 [22], Lots 4, 32.02 & 33.01 (“Tract C”); and Tract D: Block 1604 [158], Lots
20-26, 42, 50-51 & Portion of Lot 47, and Block 1603 [162], Lots 36-38 (“Tract D) on the Official Tax
Map of the Borough (collectively, the “Properties”) have been designated as an “area in need of
rehabilitation”, “area in need of redevelopment” and/or a “condemnation area in need of redevelopment”;
and

WHEREAS, on December 7, 2021, the Borough Council approved Resolution 12-21-299,
authorizing the issuance of a Request for Proposals (the “RFP”) related to the redevelopment of Tracts A,
C, and D; and

WHEREAS, the Borough received a proposal from Garden Homes, doing business as 232 Raritan
Avenue, LLC (the “Conditional Redeveloper”), for Tract C and the Borough and the Conditional
Redeveloper intend to pursue pre-development activities, including but not limited to review of the
Conditional Redeveloper’s proposal, negotiation in good faith and preparation of a redevelopment
agreement and other related actions (the “Pre-Development Activities”); and

WHEREAS, the Conditional Redeveloper recognizes that the Borough will incur costs and
expenses in connection with the Pre-Development Activities, and the Borough is willing to defray those
costs and expenses, with no assurance of a particular result for the Conditional Redeveloper from the
Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Borough authorized and entered into an interim cost and conditional
redeveloper’s agreement with the Conditional Redeveloper (the “Conditional Redeveloper’s
Agreement”) to effectuate the funding of an escrow account and procedures for the payment therefrom of
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moneys to pay the Borough’s costs and expenses incurred in undertaking the Pre-Development Activities;
and

WHEREAS, the Borough authorized the extension of the conditional designation on November
12, 2024, ending June 30, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to extend such conditional designation and such Conditional
Redeveloper’s Agreement for a term ending on November 30, 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park as follows:

Section 1. Generally. The aforementioned recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set
forth at length.
Section 2. Execution of Agreement. The Borough Council hereby authorizes an amendment

to the Conditional Redeveloper’s Agreement to extend such agreement for a term ending on June 30, 2025.
Section 3. Severability. If any part of this Resolution shall be deemed invalid, such parts shall
be severed and the invalidity thereby shall not affect the remaining parts of this Resolution.

Section 4. Availability of the Resolution. A copy of this Resolution shall be available for
public inspection at the office of the Borough Clerk.
Section 5. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Resolution No. 11-25-251
WHEREAS, the Borough utilizes a software program with cloud hosting services for various
departments within the Borough through Spatial Data Logic, LLC (SDL); and
WHEREAS, the vendor is due payment in the amount of $18,200.00 for said licenses; and
WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Current Fund Account No. 5-01-20-140-
218, in an amount not to exceed $18,200.00, as reflected by the Chief Financial Officer’s Certification no.
2025-80.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that
1. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to remit the amount of $18,200.00 to
Spatial Data Logic, LLC (SDL), 285 Davidson Ave Suite 302, Somerset, New Jersey 08873 for
license renewals with cloud hosting services.
2. A certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Chief Financial Officer and Borough
Administrator.

Resolution No. 11-25-252

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park has need of the services of professional engineering
services to provide construction Administration Services related to the Woodbridge Avenue Water Main
replacement, in accordance with letter proposal from Bruce Koch, CME Associates, last dated October 27,
2025; and

WHEREAS, such services are professional services as defined in the Local Public Contracts Law,
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, CME Associates, Parlin, N.J., is a firm of licensed engineers of the State of New
Jersey with extensive experience in providing these services; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to provide for the method of compensation of said
consulting engineer; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Account No. U-06-55-603-001 in an amount
not to exceed $45,230.00, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by the Chief Financial Officer
Certification No. 2025-81.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized and directed to execute and attest on behalf of the
Borough an Agreement for professional services with CME Associates, 3141 Bordentown Avenue,
Parlin, NJ 08859, a copy of which is attached.
2. Notice of this contract be published as required by law and that a copy of executed Agreement be
placed on file in the office of the Borough Clerk.

Resolution No. 11-25-253
WHEREAS, water system interconnections ensure water service continuity as they allow for water
to be supplied from another connected system should the primary supply fail; and
WHEREAS, Highland Park’s water system has an interconnection with New Jersey American
Water’s system at River Road that is in need of upgrades in order to effectively serve as an alternate water
supply for the Borough of Highland Park; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park find it to be in the
public interest to make the upgrades to the interconnection with New Jersey American Water’s system at
River Road.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that
1. The Borough Clerk shall be and is hereby authorized and directed to advertise for receipt of bids
for the Repairs to the interconnection with New Jersey American Water’s system at River Road.
2. Bids will be received at a date and time to be determined by the Borough Clerk and the Borough
Administrator, said bids to be in accordance with specifications prepared by the Borough
Administrator in consultation with USA-Highland Park.

Resolution No. 11-25-254
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all claims
presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough Treasurer, and which
have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the
same are hereby approved; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of this
meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in accordance with said
Ordinance.

1. The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 11/25/2025 can be found in the Bills List

Journal Book No. 45.

Resolution No. 11-25-249

Council Member George thanked the members of the Environmental Commission, the Meadows Trail
group that are here. Talk about Steve tonight and about his platform. I remember working on that is sort
of stretching the rules to get patches out there shall we say um but u I'd like to read the Resolution which
has been prepared with the help of Meadows Trail and Environmental Commission. Council Member
George read the resolution into the record. Noting that the Meadows and Meadows Trail was not just
another Highland Park treasure, but an environmentalist Highland Park treasure that gives us all a place to
sit and reflect, especially as we walk through the middle, which I often enjoy doing. And it's a little oasis
in an oasis of a family park. It's a nice place to get away when you want to drink and away from the
maddening crowd. So, thank you the Meadows crew for all that you do and thanks Steve for pushing
through. One thing that Steve knew and Meadows Trail knows is that the Meadows Trail is one of the
first legacy landfill reclamation projects in New Jersey.

It was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan to approve
Resolution 11-25-249 Resolution Authorizing the Designation of the Meadows and Meadows Trail as the
“Steve Barnes Meadows Trail” in Recognition of His Service’ and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Resolution No. 11-25-249

WHEREAS, Steve Barnes has been a long time resident of Highland Park; and,

WHEREAS, Steve Barnes served in the New Jersey Department of Labor helping disabled people
find jobs; and,

WHEREAS, Steve Barnes was a committed environmentalist, and worked for the Rahway River
Watershed Association and the Meadows Land Association, doing mitigation work and educating the public
on invasive species and improving the native environment; and,

WHEREAS, Steve Barnes was appointed to the Highland Park Environmental Commission in
2007; and,

WHEREAS, at one of Steve's first meetings of the Environmental Commission, he learned about
a grant which the Borough of Highland Park had received from the National Trails Grant program for
$4,000.00 for a four-year duration for the management of the Meadows Trail, and which only had six
months to go before it ended. Steve found that none of the money had been spent, and that no construction
had occurred. Steve took over the project and recruited volunteers which became the Meadows Trail Team.
In those six months, he built two boardwalks, a sign board, widened the trail to meet trail standards and
submitted the required final report on time; and,

WHEREAS, over the years Steve Barnes led the Meadows Trail Volunteers in creating
additional trails, and with a second National Trails Grant the whole trail was widened, removal of
invasives was continued and Steve designed the observation deck which he and the volunteers
constructed; and,

WHEREAS, under Steve's leadership an additional three grants were obtained to improve the
Meadows, and Steve negotiated the use of an old John Deere vehicle from Middlesex County, which helped
get construction materials and equipment in an out of the Meadows; and,

WHEREAS, due to poor health, Steve stopped working in the Meadows, but continued devoting
his time as an advisor on new construction and removal of invasives in 2003; and,

WHEREAS, under Steve’s leadership, dedication and knowledge, he had recruited a second
generation of volunteers which are carrying on his work, with Craige Ambroch talking over the lead.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough
of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:

1. Steve Barnes be and hereby is, recognized for his dedication to the preservation of the Meadows
and Meadows Trail as a scenic sanctuary and learning place for residents of Highland Park, his
years of service in organizing and obtaining funding for the ongoing maintenance and improvement
of the Meadows Trail, and his service on the Highland Park Environmental Commission; and,

2. That the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park hereby designate the
Meadows Trail as the “Steve Barnes Meadows Trail” in recognition of his service.

Resolutions requiring a Separate Reading.
Resolution No. 11-25-255
BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that transfers of
2025 budget appropriation balances shall be made as follows:
Budget Transfer #1
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Description From To
Insurance OE 37,500.00
Fire S&W 50,000.00
Fire OE 15,000.00
Motorpool OE 25,000.00
Dept. on Aging S&W 10,000.00
Information Technology OE 25,000.00
Group Insurance 72,500.00
Economic Development OE 25,000.00
Buildings & Grounds OE 15,000.00
137,500.00 137,500.00
0.00

Resolution No. 11-25-255 was duly adopted on a motion made by Council Member George and seconded
by Council Member Hersh, and carried by the following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Appointments.
Municipal Alliance

Veer Pathak, Resident Member

It was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Postelnik to appointment
Veer Pathak as a Resident Member of the Municipal Alliance and carried by the following roll call vote,
to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None
Abstain: None.

Second Public Participation.
Mayor Foster opened the floor for the second public participation.

Seeing no one, it was moved by Council Member Postelnik and seconded by Council President Kim-
Chohan to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

There being no further business, on motion made by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council
Member Postelnik and carried by affirmative voice vote of all Council Members present, the meeting

adjourned at 7:54 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Santiago
Borough Clerk
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