BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
REGULAR MEETING
September 2, 2025 — 7:00 PM

A Regular Meeting of the Highland Park Mayor and Council was held on Tuesday, September 2, 2025,
and was called to order by Mayor Foster at 7:00 PM. Annual Notice of this meeting was provided to The
Home News Tribune, the Star Ledger and the Highland Park Planet on January 8, 2025 and was posted on
the Borough website at www.hpboro.com and on the bulletin board at Borough Hall, 221 South Fifth
Avenue, Highland Park, NJ and has remained continuously posted as required by law.

Pledge of Allegiance.
Chief Abrams led the flag salute.

Roll Call:
Present: Mayor Foster, Council Members: Hale, Hersh, Council President Kim-Chohan,
Postelnik, Borough Attorney Rainone, Borough Administrator Jover, and
Borough Clerk Santiago.
Absent: Council Member George, Council Member Vargas

Honors, Awards and Presentations.
Mayor Foster asked Council Member Postelnik to read into the record a proclamation in recognition of
National Diaper Need Awareness Week.

Approval of Minutes:
Motion was made by Council President Kim-Chohan and seconded by Council Member Hersh to approve
the minutes of: August 12, 2025 Regular Mtg., as distributed, by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Members George, Vargas.
Abstain: None.

Council Reports.

Council Member Hale thanked all of the residents who came out to our open house about the Third
Avenue Plaza. About 150 people attended over the course of the event. The Borough’s consultants, and of
course we had our Economic Development team, Teri and Rutuja. There were a variety of different
stations where people could come by and see some of the initial ideas and thoughts and plans, learn a little
bit about the history of South Third, it was a really great event. From his perspective that the most
important thing there was a lot of enthusiasm and excitement about this, there were also some really
thoughtful and good questions that we're working hard to address. To everybody who came out and
brought their concerns but also brought their excitement, we really appreciate it. The next step is take all
of this information, Arterial is going to collate, collect and sort through it all to get a big sense of what
came out of the town hall meeting. This follows a series of focus groups that we've done with key
stakeholders about Third Avenue. They will come back as fast as they can with some good ideas about
how to move forward. He reminded everybody that September 14th from 11:30 to 4:30 is the Annual
Street Fair and art exhibits. This is a great opportunity to pick up gifts for upcoming holidays, birthdays,
anniversaries. It's a really fantastic place for people to be able get some really high quality art. And the
other thing that he feels is interesting and important about Arts in the Park is that there's a number of local
artists who come and set up shop. And this, you know, this can range from people who are professional
artists, to you know, several years ago, my daughter and a friend of hers put their artwork out at one of the
booths. And finally, just a reminder that during Arts in the Park is another opportunity to visit local
businesses. They have a huge amount of traffic that goes back and forth but we want to make sure that
people go in and actually support our local businesses during Arts in the Park. And then the last thing I've
mentioned this before we're starting a video project with the idea of creating a short TikTok and
Instagram and Facebook post about specific businesses in Highland Park. We've gone out and shot a
couple videos with various businesses. He is really looking forward to that project coming through and if
there are businesses out there that are interested in this, please reach out. We'll schedule a time to come,
we come in and we shoot videos, maybe ask some questions. We go back to the editing room, put them
into to a social media format., we then show it to you, make sure you like it, make sure it's okay and then
our idea is to post it as widely as we can.

Council Member Hersh reported he also had a great experience at the open house. It was really
enlightening. It was a good great opportunity to provide feedback and seemed like people were really
enthusiastic which is great. [ know it's a contrast to everything else that's going on in the world right now
but we really do have that power here at home to make this the most livable, wonderful place in the world
where we can all live in peace and dignity. He reminded bulk pickup is going to be underway again in
September and it's by appointment only. So, just a reminder that bulk waste collection will be scheduled
on Wednesdays during the months of September and October. And to make an appointment, please call
public works during regular business hours, 6:30 to 3 p.m. (732) 514-1277. Each household may request
up to two collections per year. The week after the town wide garage sale, please mark your calendars with
this if you're if you're listening. Tuesday, October 21st and Thursday, October 23rd, there will be an
additional bulk pickup that you do not have to schedule. Recycling will not be collected that week. So just
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please make a note of it and you'll hear me say this at every meeting leading up to the timeline. Bulk
materials may be placed at curbside no sooner than one hour before sundown the day prior to the
scheduled pickup. Materials not properly secured, bundled, and unacceptable items which you can see at
www.hpboro.com will not be collected and materials put out for collection without a schedule
appointment on the wrong date will not be collected. This is really important. It's not draconian or heavy-
handed. This is for your own safety, for public safety, and to just make sure that our sidewalks are free
and clear and that debris does not take up the verge in between the sidewalk and the curb for too long
because it is a tripping hazard. So, please make that appointment. And if you do see piles of material,
particularly as people move, maybe and they are not being collected, feel free to give us a call and report.
The Borough does provide leaf bags which will be available for pickup after Indigenous People's Day this
year. So, if you are doing some end of your gardening and you are collecting leaves and brush that the
scheduled pickups do not start until later this year. So, please keep a look at it and we will post
accordingly. Bags will be provided up to 20 per property. During November and December, leaves are
collected curbside weekly when DPW will pick them up and delivered to a compost facility. But leaves
must be placed curbside in either one of the biodegradable paper bags that we issue or loosely in garbage
cans. Leaves placed curbside in plastic bags or cardboard boxes will not be collected. So please do not
rake leaves in a street, it is considered littering. It causes parking issues and other potential hazards
including clogged storm drains. It's also a violation of the Borough’s Ordinance as well. This ordinance is
important and as we talk about Sustainable Highland Park, we'll see why how we can adopt a drain and
make sure that those drains do stay clear. He noted a couple meetings coming up: Environmental
Commission which meets September 3rd at 8:00 PM on Zoom. The Shades Advisory Committee meets
Wednesday the 10th at 7:30, also on Zoom, Sustainable Highland Park met last week and they are busy as
usual. Please keep a lookout at sustainablepark.org for community cleanups usually on Saturdays and
Sundays. The dates and times are always announced on the website. It's been a real great opportunity also
to include my boards and commissions and he is liaison to provide feedback in the redevelopment process
because it really is all hands on deck and none of us exist in a silo. So you know every board and
commission may have specific interests like trees or heat island effect or storm water runoff and
impervious surfaces. So, it's been a really great opportunity. We really do appreciate that chance.

Jason Postelnik gave a special thank you to the Human Relations Commission as well as the Arts
Commission on behalf of my colleague Council Member Vargas for the repainting of Black Lives Matter
mural which happened on Sunday. He noted that he was out of town and wasn't able to be there, but it
looks like it went well. I saw freshly repainted and looking good outside. So, thank you to everyone for
helping put that together, and making it happen. A couple items on the agenda I wanted to point out. One
of them is the ordinance regarding the Human Relations Commission, sort of a reorg of that body to make
them a little bit more operational because as it stands they pretty much never be able to make a quorum.
So this will enable them to do good work that they do. He noted a couple of the appointments for tonight.
A couple folks that he happens to know. Historical Commission Chris Rasmussen he's been a sort of a
volunteer member worked for Historical Commission back when I was liaison to that commission had
been pitching and helping for a long time so I'm glad to see that becoming a full member and also Nick
Dickerson and Will Vining who are being appointed to the Zoning Board both are exceptional gentlemen
and would highly recommend have their approval tonight. The Board of Health will have its first meeting
after it short summer break on September 11 at 7 p.m. They meet on Google Meet and the link can be
accessed on the Borough’s website hpboro.com.

Council President Kim-Chohan reported on tonight's agenda, we're inserting $2,416 in additional
municipal alliance grant funds into the 2025 budget. That's the Chapter 159 to match the final award.
Also, we have a shared services authorizing payments under our Interlocal with Middlesex County
Roadway Improvements on Woodbridge Avenue from North 10th Avenue to Fox Road improvements.
On the State level senior freeze checks began July 15th. The anchor confirmation letters went out August
13th and payments for that will start September 15. Seniors now use one combined PSA-1 application for
senior freeze, anchor and Stay NJ and the filing deadline is October 31% and quarterly payments will start
in 2026. Also on the agenda, I'd like to welcome Elsie Atkins to the Rent Control Board as the alternate
tenant member, thank you for serving. And September is college savings month. Highland Park families
can open a NJB 529 with as little as $25 and set small automatic contributions. With grandparent’s day
coming up on Sunday, you can invite those grandparents to gift into that account. If you think you qualify
for the $750 match or want details on the state tax deduction, visit HAS/NJbest and the New Jersey
Division of Taxation or you can also talk to your tax advisor. And lastly, I want to wish all the children a
safe school year.

Borough Administrator’s Report.

Borough Administrator Jover reiterated everybody's appreciation for the turnout at the open house for
South Third. It exceeded our high expectations in terms of the number of people came out and
participated and I really enjoyed all my conversations there and I really appreciate all of the governing
body's attendance at that meeting as well. Also wanted to for those of you who may have missed the
event, we will be having a small table, a micro version of that at Arts in the Park on the 14th. So, just look
for the Borough’s table with some fun looking exhibits regarding the plaza on South Third and come say
hi and learn if what you missed and tell us what you think. She called attention to on the consent agenda
item, we have a resolution 12E or 9-25-207, regarding the designation of blocks 2201 lots 6,7,9,10, 46, 47
and 48 otherwise known as Sunoco and adjacent properties as a condemnation area of redevelopment.
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There was a study that was conducted by the Borough Planner Chris Cosenza that was presented to the
Planning Board. The Planning Board reviewed the study found it to meet the criteria and concurred with
his findings and so now his findings have been referred back to Council for action tonight. Findings are
that it meets the criteria the area needed redevelopment with condemnation. What this now means is we
should probably think about a plan for that site. And so you'll probably hear me come back with a
proposal from our Planner to do just that. We will come up with a plan that we think will work and we'll
get that through you and the public. At which point we'll hopefully have a plan we'd be ready to introduce
and have the Planning Board review for us and then come back to the Council for adoption.

Borough Attorney’s Report. — No Report.

Mayor’s Report.

Mayor Foster said it feel like we had a long summer off but it's good to be back and not because you
didn't see us on camera. We were busy working and doing what we had to do as you heard from the rest
of my Council colleagues about all the stuff that they've been doing over the summer and to make sure
that our downtown is viable, to make sure that the programs that we have are working and just good to be
back again and to roll up our sleeves and dig deeper into the hard work. But as we do that, school opens
on Thursday and she asked each and every one of us to remember that the little ones are crossing the
streets going back and forth to school. Just slow down as you go through these intersections and ride with
caution. The speed limit is 25 miles an hour here in Highland Park and if we want to make sure that
everyone going to school, come home, go to work and come home and everyone is safe. So slow down in
our town as you go about your day. And for those who are walking to school, pay attention to the road.
Keep your eyes off your cell phone until you cross the street and make sure that you cross the street
safely. So please pay attention to that. I can't believe next Thursday it's going to be the 9-11 memorial.
We're going to be having our memorial service here in Highland Park at approximately 9 AM in front of
the police department. Anyone who's interested, please feel free to come out. She noted that she has
noticed that the lines at the Food Pantry and the use of the Food Pantry has increased and there has been
more and more need. So, how can you contribute? If you're having a birthday party and you have an extra
gift or you're having a bar mitzvah, bats mitzvah, a baby christening, anything like that, and you have
extra money that you want to donate, please consider our Food Pantry to make that donation. Thank you.

Public Participation.
Mayor Foster opened the floor for public participation.

There being no one, it was moved by Council Member Postelnik and seconded by Council President Kim-
Chohan to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members Hale, Hersh, Kim Chohan, Postelnik
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Members George and Vargas.
Abstain: None.

Ordinances Requiring a Second Reading.

Ordinance No. 25-2116 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 9, "Boards, Committees and Commissions,"
Article 1, "Human Relations Commission," by Amending Subsection 9-1 "Appointment" of the Code of
the Borough of Highland Park Human Relations Commission

Clerk reported on Ordinance No. 25-2116 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 9, "Boards, Committees and
Commissions," Article 1, "Human Relations Commission," by Amending Subsection 9-1 "Appointment"
of the Code of the Borough of Highland Park Human Relations Commission has been duly advertised for
consideration of passage on final reading by title and affidavits of publication are on file.

Mayor Foster opened public hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2116.

Seeing no one, on motion by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council Member Postelnik, the
public hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2116 was closed and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Councilpersons: Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Members George, and Vargas.
Abstain: None.

On motion by Council Member Postelnik and seconded by Council Member Hale, the ordinance entitled
as above, was duly adopted by the following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Councilpersons: Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Members George, and Vargas.
Abstain: None.
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Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions.
Mayor Foster asked the Council Members if there were any Resolutions they would like pulled from the
consent agenda. There were none.

Resolution No. 9-25-203 through 9-25-211 were duly adopted on a motion made by Council Member
Hale and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Councilpersons: Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Members George, and Vargas.
Abstain: None.

Resolution No. 9-25-203

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the
amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for
equal amount.

WHEREAS, a previous Chapter 159 was approved in the amount of $7,248.00 and the
actual award amount was $9,664.00 therefore an additional $2,416.00 needs to be inserted into
the budget.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the
Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of
revenue in the 2025 budget in the sum of $2,416.00, which is now available from the Municipal
Alliance Grant, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $2,416.00 is hereby appropriated
under the caption of Municipal Alliance Grant.

Resolution No. 9-25-204

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-24-269, adopted December 10, 2024, the Borough
Council authorized execution of a contract with Vortex Services, LLC for the cleaning and lining of the
sewer main and rehabilitation of the manholes project, in an amount not to exceed $352,152.80, without
further resolution of Council; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 3-25-97, adopted on March 18, 2025, the Borough Council
authorized Change Order No. 1, in an amount not to exceed $6,615.00, for a total contract amount of
$358,767.80; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 4-25-111, adopted on April 1, 2025, the Borough Council
authorized Change Order No. 2 in an amount not to exceed $52,285.00, for a total contract amount of
$411,052.80; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 6-25-169, adopted on June 24, 2025, the Borough Council
authorized Change Order No. 3 in an amount not to exceed $45,539.39, for a total contract amount of
$456,592.19; and

WHEREAS, it appears from Pay Estimate No. 1, filed by USA-Highland Park, the Borough’s
Water and Sewer Utility Operator, that certain work under said contract has been completed and approved,
and there is due to Vortex Services, LLC the sum of $390,073.04 in accordance with said Pay Estimate for
work performed from February 18, 2025 to June 30, 2025; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Grant Fund Account No. G-02-41-802-
201, in an amount not to exceed $390,073.04, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by the
Chief Financial Officer Certification No. 2025-65.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized and directed to pay Vortex Services, LLC,

20 Bennett Road, Freehold, NJ 07728, the sum of $390,073.04, as certified by USA-Highland Park

in Pay Estimate No. 2, subject to the Clerk’s receipt of the Certified Payroll and Project Manning

Reports and additional documents as necessary;

2. That certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Borough Administrator, Chief Financial
Officer, USA-Highland Park and Vortex Services, LLC.

Resolution No. 9-25-205

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 4-25-123, adopted by the Borough Council on April 15,
2025, a contract was awarded to Safeway Contracting, Inc., 2461 lorio Street, Union, NJ 07083, for the
replacement of the roof at the Highland Park Community Center, in an amount not to exceed $179,700.00;
and

WHEREAS, it appears from Pay Estimate No. 1, certified by Arcari + lovino Architects PC, there
is due to Safeway Contracting Inc. the sum of $78,432.34 in accordance with said Pay Estimate No. 1; and
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WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Grant Fund Account No. G-02-41-791-201, in
an amount not to exceed $78,432.34, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by Chief Financial
Officer Certification no. 2025-66.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized and directed to pay Safeway Contracting,
Inc., 2461 Iorio Street, Union, NJ 07083 the sum of $78,432.34, as certified by the Architects
certification of Pay Estimate No. 1., subject to the Clerk’s receipt of the Certified Payroll and
Project Manning Reports and additional documents as necessary;

2. Certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to Chief Financial Officer, Code Official, Arcari
+ lovino Architects PC. And Safeway Contracting Inc.

Resolution No. 9-25-206

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-24-270, adopted December 10, 2024, the Borough Council
authorized execution of a contract with ConQuest Construction Inc. for the Water Service Line Field Verification
by Hydro Excavation for Lead Service Line Inventory, in an amount not to exceed $792,100.00, without further
resolution of Council; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 4-25-116, adopted on April 15, 2025, the Borough Council authorized Pay
Estimate No. 1 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $32,857.44 in accordance with said Pay Estimate for
work performed from March 26, 2025 to March 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 5-25-146, adopted on May 20, 2025, the Borough Council authorized Pay
Estimate No. 2 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $106,039.92 in accordance with said Pay Estimate for
work performed from April 1, 2025 to April 22, 2025; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 7-25-180, adopted on July 1, 2025, the Borough Council authorized Pay
Estimate No. 3 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $131,582.16 in accordance with said Pay Estimate for
work performed from May 13, 2025 to June 3, 2025; and; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 8-25-187, adopted on August 12, 2025, the Borough Council authorized
Pay Estimate No. 4 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $206,852.52 in accordance with said Pay Estimate
for work performed from June 5, 2025 to July 18, 2025; and; and

WHEREAS, it appears from Pay Estimate No. 5, filed by USA-Highland Park, the Borough’s Water
and Sewer Utility Operator, that certain work under said contract has been completed and approved, and there
is due to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $302,437.80 in accordance with said Pay Estimate for work
performed from July 21, 2025 to August 11, 2025; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Grant Fund Account No. G-02-41-802-201, in
an amount not to exceed $302,437.80, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by the Chief Financial
Officer Certification No. 2025-67.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park,
County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized and directed to pay ConQuest Construction
Inc., 450 South River Road, Hackensack NJ 07601, the sum of $302,437.80, as certified by USA-
Highland Park in Pay Estimate No. 5, subject to the Clerk’s receipt of the Certified Payroll and Project
Manning Reports and additional documents as necessary;

2. That certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Borough Administrator, Chief Financial
Officer, USA-Highland Park and ConQuest Construction Inc.

Resolution No. 9-25-207

WHEREAS, the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. (the
“Redevelopment Law”), authorizes municipalities to determine whether certain parcels of land in the
municipality constitute areas in need of redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.4. 40A:12A-6(a), to determine whether certain parcels of land
constitute areas in need of redevelopment under the Redevelopment Law, the Borough Council (the
“Council”) of the Borough of Highland Park (the “Borough”) must authorize the Borough Planning Board
(the “Planning Board”) to conduct a preliminary investigation of the area and make recommendations to
the Council; and

WHEREAS, the Council believes it is in the best interest of the Borough that an investigation
occur with respect to certain parcels within the Borough and therefore authorizes and directs the Planning
Board to conduct an investigation of the properties located on Block 2201, Lots 6, 7, 9, 10, 46, 47, and 48
(the “Condemnation Study Area”) to determine whether all or a portion of the Condemnation Study Area
meets the criteria set forth in the Redevelopment Law, specifically N.J.S.4. 40A:12A-3 or 5, and whether
the Condemnation Study Area should be designated as an area in need of redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, the Council engaged LRK, Inc. (the “Planning Consultant”) to conduct an
investigation to determine whether the Condemnation Study Area should be designated a condemnation
area in need of redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Consultant prepared a preliminary investigation report of the Study Area
in accordance with the Redevelopment Law, entitled “Preliminary Investigation Of A Condemnation Area
In Need of Redevelopment Sunoco Station & Adjacent Properties” (the “Study’); and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board received a copy of the Study setting forth the basis for the
investigation and a map depicting the Condemnation Study Area prepared by the Planning Consultant,
concerning the determination of the Condemnation Study Area as a condemnation area in need of
redevelopment; and
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WHEREAS, the Redevelopment Law requires the Planning Board to conduct a public hearing
prior to making its determination whether the Study Area should be designated as a condemnation area in
need of redevelopment, at which hearing the Planning Board shall hear all persons who are interested in or
would be affected by a determination that the property is an area in need of redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, on August 14, 2025, the Planning Board reviewed the Study, heard testimony from
representatives of the Planning Consultant, conducted a public hearing during which members of the
general public were given an opportunity to present their own evidence and/or to cross-examine the
Planning Consultant, and to address questions to the Planning Board and its representatives, concerning the
potential designation of the Condemnation Study Area as an area in need of redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Consultant concluded in the Study that the Condemnation Study Area
satisfies the criterion for a condemnation redevelopment area designation, as set forth in the Redevelopment
Law; and

WHEREAS, after the conclusion of the public hearing described above, and as memorialized in a
resolution of the Planning Board dated August 14, 2025, the Planning Board voted to adopt and accept the
recommendation contained in the Study, and to recommend that the Condemnation Study Area be declared
a condemnation area in need of redevelopment, with the powers of eminent domain, in accordance with the
Redevelopment Law, and for the reasons set forth in the Study; and

WHEREAS, the Council agrees with the conclusion of the Planning Board that the Condemnation
Study Area satisfies the criterion for condemnation redevelopment area designation, as set forth in the
Redevelopment Law, and finds that such conclusion is supported by substantial evidence; and

WHEREAS, the Council now desires to designate the Condemnation Study Area as a
condemnation area in need of redevelopment pursuant to N.J.S.4. 40A:12A-6, authorizing the Council to
utilize the powers of eminent domain.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK, NEW JERSEY AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The aforementioned recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set forth at
length.

Section 2. Based on the Study and the recommendation of the Planning Board, the
Condemnation Study Area satisfies the criterion for condemnation redevelopment area designation as set
forth in the Redevelopment Law.

Section 3. The Study Area is hereby designated as a “Condemnation Redevelopment Area”
as referenced in the Redevelopment Law, authorizing the Council to utilize the powers of eminent domain.
Section 4. In accordance with the Redevelopment Law, the Council hereby directs the

Borough Clerk to transmit a certified copy of this resolution forthwith to the Commissioner of the
Department of Community Affairs and to all record owners and person(s) who filed a written objection
with respect to the herein designation.

Section 5. If any part of this resolution shall be deemed invalid, such parts shall be severed
and the invalidity thereby shall not affect the remaining parts of this resolution.

Section 6. A copy of this resolution shall be available for public inspection at the offices of
the Borough Clerk.

Section 7. This resolution shall take effect in accordance with applicable law.

Resolution No. 9-25-208
WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the
Borough and its residents to publicly bid for the services of its Professionals, including but not
limited to, the Borough Attorney, Bond Attorney, Labor Attorney, Auditor, Engineer, Planner,
Planning Board Attorney, Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney, Redevelopment Attorney,
Planning Board Engineer, Zoning Board of Adjustment Engineer, Tax Appeal Attorney,
Special Affordable Housing Planner, Risk Manager, Prosecutor, and Public Defender to
perform services for the Borough.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey:

1. That the Borough is hereby authorized to publicly bid for the services of its Professionals
to perform professional services for the Borough by a Request for Qualifications.

Resolution No. 9-25-209

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the annual
Salary Resolution No. 1-25-12, which was adopted on January 7, 2025, showing the names, titles and
salaries of the officers and employees of the Borough of Highland Park, is amended as follows:
Julie Dorval, Crossing Guard $21.26 Hourly, Effective 09/04/2025

Janet Molina, Community Service Assistant, Salary $55,094.00 Effective 08/01/2025
Meagan Zielinski, Senior Coordinator, Salary $61,500.00 Effective 08/01/2025

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to make the
necessary changes in the payroll records of the Finance Department in accordance with the changes
established by this Resolution.

Resolution No. 9-25-210
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park and Middlesex County recognize the desirability of
providing improvements for Woodbridge Avenue from North 10th Avenue to Fox Road; and

WHEREAS, the above-mentioned parties in discharge of their public duties are desirous of jointly
providing for these improvements; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park and Middlesex County have selected CME Associates
to provide professional engineering services for the development of contract plans and specifications for
the improvements; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park wishes to enter into a Shared Services Agreement with
Middlesex County Office of Public Works, attached hereto, for the provision of regrading and re-profiling
Woodbridge Avenue to provide positive drainage for 100 feet minimum on all side streets as permitted by
the "Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act" N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et seq.; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Shared Services Agreement with Middlesex County Office of Public
Works, the funds for Traffic Signal Improvements/Police Traffic Directors and Sanitary Service
Connection, in an amount not to exceed $501,866.50, are available in Capital Account C-04-55-832-001;
and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Shared Services Agreement with Middlesex County Office of Public
Works, the funds for the Water main invoice, in an amount not to exceed $1,339,726.00, are available in
Capital Account U-06-55-604-001; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Capital Account No. C-04-55-832-001 in the
amount not to exceed $501,866.50 and Utility Account No. U-06-55-604-001 in an amount not to exceed
$1,339,726.00, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by the Chief Financial Officer
Certification No. 2025-68.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Council hereby authorizes payment pursuant to the Interlocal Agreement with Middlesex
County for Roadway Improvements on Woodbridge Avenue from the 10" Avenue to Fox Road pursuant
to the shared services agreement attached hereto.

2. The Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to pay the amounts pursuant to the invoice
provided by Middlesex County attached hereto.

Resolution No. 9-25-211

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all claims
presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough Treasurer, and which
have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the
same are hereby approved; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of this
meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in accordance with said
Ordinance.

1. The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 9/2/2025 can be found in the Bills List
Journal Book No. 45.

Appointments.
Historical Commission

Chris Rasmussen

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Nicholas Dickerson, Alternate No. 3
William Vining, Alternate No. 4

Rent Control Board
Elsie Atkins, Tenant Member

Crossing Guards

Julie Dorval
It was moved by Council Member Postelnik and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan to
appointment of Historical Commission-Chris Rasmussen; Zoning Board of Adjustment-Nicholas
Dickerson, Alternate No. 3, and William Vining, Alternate No. 4; Rent Control Board-Elsie Atkins,
Alternate Tenant Member; Crossing Guard-Julie Dorval and carried by the following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Members George and Vargas.
Abstain: None.

Second Public Participation.
Seeing no one, it was moved by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan
to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
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Absent: Council Members George and Vargas.
Abstain: None.

Executive Session.
Resolution 9-25-212

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act permits the exclusion of the public from
a meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council is of the opinion that such circumstances exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from the closed session at close of tonight’s open session.

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows:
Executive Session: Litigation - Hutkin v. Highland Park

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public when
these matters are resolved or as soon thereafter as it is deemed to be in the public interest
to do so.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

It was moved by Council Member Postelnik and seconded by Council Member Hale to table Resolution
9-25-212 Executive Session: Litigation - Hutkin v. Highland Park and carried by the following roll call
vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik.
Opposed: None.
Absent: Council Members George and Vargas.
Abstain: None.

There being no further business, on motion made by Council President Kim-Chohan and seconded by
Council Member Hale and carried by affirmative voice vote of all Council Members present, the meeting

adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Santiago
Borough Clerk



