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BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 
REGULAR MEETING 

August 12, 2025 – 7:00 PM 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Highland Park Mayor and Council was held on Tuesday, August 12, 2025, and 
was called to order by Mayor Foster at 7:00 PM.  Annual Notice of this meeting was provided to The 
Home News Tribune, the Star Ledger and the Highland Park Planet on January 8, 2025 and was posted on 
the Borough website at www.hpboro.com and on the bulletin board at Borough Hall, 221 South Fifth 
Avenue, Highland Park, NJ and has remained continuously posted as required by law.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance.  
Lt. David Soden led the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call: 

Present: Mayor Foster, Council Members:  George, Hale, Hersh, Council President Kim-
Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas, Borough Attorney Rainone, Borough Administrator 
Jover, and Borough Clerk Santiago. 

Absent:   None 
 
Approval of Minutes. 
Motion was made by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council Member George  to approve the 
minutes of: June 17, 2025 Work Session Mtg., June 24, 2025 Regular Mtg., July 1, 2025 Regular Mtg., 
July 15, 2025 Regular Mtg., July 15, 2025 Executive Session Mtg., as distributed, by the following roll 
call vote: 
 

ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas. 
Opposed:  None. 
Absent:    None. 
Abstain:   None. 

 
Council Reports. 
Councilman George thanked the Highland Park Police Department for running another successful junior 
police academy. The participants and parents gave great feedback. They learned about investigations, 
traffic and safety laws and fundamentals of what the police do and also to observe the community. 
Congratulations to the Highland Park Police Department and all the public service groups who made for a 
very successful National Night Out. We are actively in the process of hiring for a number of police 
positions to fill sub positions which will become open. There'll be more information as that process 
moves along. The Highland Park Police Department is also putting together a Back to School Assistance 
Program in cooperation with the Administration's Recreation Department and other Administration, for 
back-to-school backpacks. Captain Curbelo advised me today that the details are being worked out and 
we will put up that information on our website and it'll also be on the Highland Park Police Department 
website. New Jersey Department of Transportation corrected the signs at North Fourth for the no left turn 
signal. We hope to see that some of the turning issues there are corrected and all along Raritan Avenue 
improved. Welcome to Darren Dougherty who'll be appointed as our latest member of the Volunteer Fire 
Department by the Mayor tonight. The Mayor thanked the Fire Department for its recent response to 11 
Raritan where a fire was reported. Seven full-time firefighters and seven volunteers responded. The 
smoke and alarms were traced to a faulty washer. We have become more able to meet our own public 
safety needs, as we also undertake redevelopment to increase housing affordability and more residents 
participating in different kinds of housing. The library just hosted a homebased activity with the Highland 
Park Arts Collective opening this past Sunday from 2 to 4. The artists are all residents. It's a non-affiliated 
group and they presented their representative works and explain their process, over 40 people 
participated. The heaven and earth grocery store and the library are moving ahead now to finalize the 
details for the Town-wide exploration into culture, difference, and community in cooperation with the 
Human Relations Commission.  Mayor Foster asked Council Member George to give everyone an update 
on the timeline on the pavers at the library.  Council Member George said as of Sunday they were done. 
He think there's just a little bit more trim work and some of the edging, but he was also there when the 
crew was working during the week, they were laying the under surfacing and they really were doing quite 
a job. The pavers now cover the entire area so there are no dispirit edges between concrete and so on. The 
design is very nice.  
  
Councilman Postelnik spoke on a couple of items on the agenda. First, the ordinance requiring first 
reading, that was something that the Human Relations Commission and I have been talking about for a bit 
of time now. He explained that it was to right size the commission and asked that his colleagues support it  
tonight. He noted that even with lowering the numbers of members on that commission, we still have a 
couple of vacancies. So, if anyone out there is interested in participating in events to bring communities 
together, they can complete a volunteer application on the hpboro.com website. As a priority for the 
Commission for Universal Access was we have the resolution to put out a request proposal for the Safe 
Streets to School project and knows that staff here and everyone has been working real hard for a long 
time to make this a reality. A lot of bureaucratic hurdles along the way, but we're finally getting there. He 
stated he was very much looking forward to seeing that move forward.  
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Councilwoman Vargas reminded everyone that the Parkstock Concert will be happening this Thursday at 
6pm in Donaldson Park, Grove 1. Performing will be Kuf Knotz and Christine Elise, bringing an exciting 
mix of hip hop, soul, and new age music. This is a free concert, and select food vendors will be on site. 
It’s the perfect chance to get outside, enjoy great music, and support community events. The Arts 
Commission will hold its next meeting this Thursday at 6:00 PM at the Highland Park Library. Members 
of the public are welcome and encouraged to attend. As we meet tonight, the Arts Commission is also 
hosting a paper marbling workshop at the Community Center as part of their Learn and Create series. It’s 
wonderful to see such strong attendance, and I want to thank the organizers, instructors, and the 
Community Center staff for making this and so many other programs possible. On tonight’s consent 
agenda, you’ll see a resolution authorizing applications for grants that the Historical Commission is 
pursuing. This includes the NJ Historical Commission 2025 Historical Markers Program 250th Initiative 
(Resolution 8-25-194). The proposed marker would be placed on River Road, near the Environmental 
Center, marking the site of a former Hessian forces camp during the Revolutionary War. I ask my council 
colleagues to support this resolution and commend the Historical Commission for their dedication. They 
are also continuing work on the Community History Grant and planning an Indigenous People’s Day 
event for October. You’ll also see resolutions for grant applications from the Municipal Alliance and for 
the Arts Grant submitted by the Department of Recreation and Community Center. My thanks to the 
outstanding team at the Community Center for their efficiency and commitment in pursuing these grants, 
which help bring both essential and enjoyable programming to Highland Park. As always, I encourage 
everyone to stay connected through our social media and website for details on upcoming events—and to 
share them with friends and family so more residents can enjoy the incredible work of our commissions 
and departments 
 
Councilman Hale mentioned that this Thursday, August 14th at 7:30pm the Planning Board will be 
holding a public hearing on whether or not the Sunoco station and a few surrounding properties meet the 
statutory definition for a condemnation area in need of redevelopment. As we have mentioned again and 
again our preferences is always to work with property owners to redevelop and revitalize their vacancy or 
underutilized properties and we will continue to do that in this case. Sometimes this process is what is 
needed to push the ball forward. The Planning Board will hear testimony about the properties, their 
conditions and history and make a recommendation about whether or not they meet the legal criteria for a 
condemnation area in need of redevelopment. It will then come back to Council for a final decision. 
This has been a long time coming. I was struck that as part of the history of this property we discovered 
that in 1977 the Planning Board approved the installation of gas pumps and holding tanks that could 
accommodate the "unleaded gasoline required by many new cars today" and that in doing so they would 
"eliminate from Raritan Ave one of the worst eyesores in town." So again, the hearing is this Thursday, 
August 14th at 7:30pm. There is a zoom option but because Planning Board meetings have legal 
ramifications if you are interested in speaking you have to be there in person. 3rd Ave Process - To wrap 
up I want to give an update on the process for the South 3rd pedestrian plaza. Over the last several weeks 
we have been holding a series of key stakeholder meetings/focus groups about the 3rd Avenue project. led 
by Rutuja Vartak, our Assistant Economic Development Director and our partners from Arterial, we 
heard the hopes, dreams, wishes, desires, and yes even fears and worries about the pedestrian plaza on 
South 3rd.  Our team met with folks from Main Street Highland Park, representatives from our Boards and 
Commissions including Sustainable HP, the Environmental Commission, the Historical commission, the 
Arts Commission and Universal Access. We met with residents who live on 3rd as well as business 
owners in the area. All of the Borough Department Heads attended a meeting and tomorrow, the team is 
meeting with the Main Street Design committee. I won't take the time to talk about all of them 
individually, but we have had among other things discussions on needs of the Farmers Market, town 
movie night and evening markets. We got suggestions on the preferred types of pavers, bio swails, and 
rain gardens. We have suggestions for landscaping, plantings and tree preferences. We discussed water 
fountains and even potential naming opportunities. We talked about public art and sculpture options. We 
learned how to hide electrical cables and make sure the walkways and seating are accessible to everyone. 
We talked about the Rite Aid cut through, communal trash options, traffic flow and yes of course all 
aspects of parking. We went into detail about access issues for police and fire, we heard about PA systems 
and portable stages, noise reduction ideas, lighting needs, even climbing walls and jungle gyms. And yes 
we talked about toilet options. I am sure I am forgetting lots of other discussion points but luckily Rutuja 
Vartak and Arterial took copious notes. Because it is now their job to take these notes and the thoughts 
and ideas and bring them to the entire town. We are going to do that on August 20th from 6 to 8pm in the 
HP Community Center. This is a community wide meeting where everyone is welcome to come and share 
your thoughts and ideas about this great new public plaza. At the meeting the Community Center will be 
divided into three or four stations. The idea is that people will come and see small presentations and 
answer feedback questions prepared by Arterial and our planning team. One station will give a broad 
overview of the project and its scope. Another will examine and report on what currently exists at the 
plaza site and then we will also have some sample pictures and drawing of possibilities for the plaza. The 
goal is to get a sense of the preferred look and feel that people have for the plaza. This is your opportunity 
to come and help shape what the plaza looks like, feels like and how it will be used. So please come out to 
the community center on Wednesday August 20th from 6 to 8 PM.  Once that is finished Arterial and our 
professionals will go back to the drafting table and start putting pencil to paper or CAD drawings to 
computer screen. We are pretty excited that this is moving forward and the process has been great so far. 
So please come and join this community process August 20th from 6 to 8pm at the Community Center. 
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Councilman Hersh spoke about National Night Out and Park Stock noting it has been really amazing this 
summer to spend some time with the community, to interact with folks and to see Borough employees 
and staff. He hopes everybody is getting the experience to do that as well because when we go through 
the agenda and when we talk about the really great things that are happening in Highland Park it is a stark 
and shocking and somewhat disorienting contrast to our daily lives and the consumption of information 
that comes in particularly with what's going on in Washington DC and around the world. So, it really just 
speaks to the importance of getting involved in your community to make this place and places like ours 
the best as possible. He said that he honestly believes that the thing that is going to sustain our democracy 
moving forward are our smaller jurisdictions that are going to have to do the work so we can live our lives 
comfortably and with dignity without the air of nonsense that happens all over and threatening nonsense 
too. I don't mean to downplay what's going on, but this is really what is going to keep everything moving 
is our local governments, County government, State government functioning in tandem and making sure 
that we are providing the best resources for residents always. I did just want to state that because I think a 
lot of us, are particularly concerned with what's going on every day in the world and it's distracting to us, 
too. But please know everybody up here and the Mayor and all of our employees and the community have 
the community's interests at heart and are working as tirelessly and as hard as we can to make sure that 
there is stability and set expectations and that people can continue to enjoy living, working, shopping and 
raising a family in Highland Park. Sustainable Highland Park, which is part of the Public Works portfolio 
and will hold its regular monthly meeting on August 27th in the Berman conference room here at 
Borough Hall. Please come on Sunday, August 17th at 9:00 am meet the members of Sustainable 
Highland Park and our Cracker Jack crew as in the high school and middle school parking lot for our next 
community cleanup. This is an incredibly successful program whether it's one person who shows up or six 
people who show up. The fact is that it happens almost every Saturday and it's the commitment of our 
volunteers is profound and inspiring. If you can't come this Saturday, there's always a next time. Gloves, 
buckets, and other supplies will be provided on Sunday, August 24th, 11:00 a.m. to 3 pm. Join us on a 
little field trip with Sustainable Highland Park. We're going to be going to the Rutgers Cooperative 
Extensions of Middlesex County Earth Center Garden Arts and Music Festival in Davidson's Mill Pond 
Park in North Brunswick. Earth Center Garden Arts and Music Festival offers fun for the whole family 
and is filled with family oriented activities, live art displays, and local musical acts. Activities for the kids 
will include the recycling magician and paint a pot. The Arts Institute of Middlesex County will offer a 
share your food waste kitchen demonstration with the bounty of the season. A food and ice cream truck 
will be available on site, but picnic lunches are also welcome. There will be garden tours, the butterfly 
house, demonstrations, live music, and other activities. If you're keeping a garden, bring some outstanding 
collections from your garden for the greatest of the garden competition. Hike or bike through the county's 
most beautiful park, have a picnic lunch, take advantage of the on-site food trucks, and also learn more 
about the Rutgers Cooperative Extension in Middlesex County, it is a phenomenal organization. Follow 
Sustainable Highland Park on Facebook and Sustainable Highland Park on Instagram with the handle 
Sustainable Highland Park NJ. Bulk pickup is coming. It's just around the corner, by appointment only. 
Pickups will be scheduled on Wednesdays in September and October. If you anticipate a large volume of 
bulk, particularly as leases expire, folks are moving, if you're a renter, this is your opportunity to lighten 
your load. If you're a property owner, this is an opportunity to keep your property clear and maintenance 
free. To make an appointment, please call Public Works at 732-247-9379. Each household may request up 
to two collections per year. I've done one and I anticipate using one more, but the one more won't 
necessarily count against you because the week after the town wide garage sale, Tuesday, October 21st 
and Thursday, October 23rd, there will be a bulk pick up where no appointment is necessary. Recycling 
will not be collected during the week of October 20 through October 24th. Materials may be placed out at 
curbside no sooner than one hour before sundown of the day prior to scheduled pickup. Materials not 
properly secured, bundled, and unacceptable items will not be collected. Materials put out for collection 
without a scheduled appointment or on the wrong date will also not be collected. These guidelines may 
sound strict but are very important from a safety standpoint from a neighborhood standard and also from a 
public health standpoint. Oftentimes a lot of items are left on the curb that don't have scheduled pickups. 
Folks may anticipate that someone may come by and pick it up but that's not always the case. So, just be 
mindful of the items that you do leave on your curb. If everybody knows what is expected, knows when 
the pickup is coming, and knows how to schedule it we can all work together to make sure that this is 
successful as possible, because after the bulk pickup and after the town wide garage sale there are a lot of 
items and materials that are left on the curb. Fortunately, most of them are actually taken before our 
Public Works crews come by to pick it up. He mentioned National Night Out and thanked Councilman 
Hale, Teri Jover and the Mayor and said he was looking forward to the South Third Plaza Forum. A few 
years ago when he was liaison to the Historical Commission, we got a New Jersey Historical grant to do a 
historical inventory survey of all the properties downtown. It gave a really great look into the history of 
some of the buildings. Highland Park was not only as a community in New Brunswick, but served car 
sales and automobile traffic. That is how Highland Park was formed. That was the intention with a single 
spine down the center and there were a lot of retailers with big bay windows that we can still see remnants 
of around town. So in making Highland Park more pedestrian friendly more town oriented this is the 
work and really looking forward to seeing the fruit of that work or at least the start of that on the 20th. He 
expressed love and affinity for the outdoor movie theater, it's another opportunity to spend time with your 
community and to also make contact with folks that you may not normally make contact with. We have a 
wonderful crowd of volunteers that work with moving, help set up the chairs, and help clean up afterward. 
I want to give a special shout out to Greg Arlotti and John Turner for always showing up and being 
present and being helpful. He congratulated Joyce Leslie and Ellen Walsh for their appointments to the 
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Zoning Board, both bring really valuable insight to that Board and looking forward to their deep 
experience and expertise. He asked the Borough Administrator to please address Resolution 8-25-197. 

 
Council President Kim-Chohan reported on the agenda, we do have a resolution to accept the 2024 audit. 
She thanked the staff and all the department heads, we all know the process of audits.  The full audit will 
be available online.  The audit was satisfactory and she thanked the staff and especially the finance team.  
Every one now has received the increase in the PSEG bills and she reminded everyone about some 
payment assistant programs. PSE&G has the universal service fund, applications for that is accepted year 
round. USF helps make energy bills more affordable, income eligible customers can receive up to $180 
monthly credit towards their bill. We also have the low income home energy assistant program, that 
application period is currently closed and will reopen October 1st, 2025 and applications are accepted 
from October 1st through June 30th. This program helps customers with winter heating bills and 
medically necessary cooling costs. Homeowners and renters are eligible. You do not have to be behind on 
your bill to apply. Income eligible customers can receive an average of $350 towards their heating bill 
and $300 towards medically necessary cooling costs. Lastly, there's the New Jersey lifeline for seniors 
and disabled adults. Those applications are accepted year round. New Jersey Lifeline is a $225 yearly 
electricity or gas payment credit for seniors or disabled adults. To qualify, you must be a New Jersey 
resident 65 years of age or older or 18 years of age and receiving Social Security Title 2 disability 
benefits.  All of these programs can be found on PSE&G.com – payment assistance programs.   
Also, while this really isn't in my area, but I did want to report because it actually did affect my family 
direct quote from the New Jersey Department of Health “compared to recent years for reasons that are not 
clear. We have seen an increase in the number of hand, foot and mouth disease outbreaks from May to 
July from this year with 127 outbreaks across New Jersey.” Hand foot and mouth affects children under 
the age of five. I think maybe I'm the only one up here, just wash your hands it's a simple thing, but its 
spreading fast. To piggyback on Councilman Hale’s Main Street stories, I also have a story, too. I go to 
Eyebrows, which is at 320 Raritan Avenue, there's a stylist in there whose name is Jay. She only works on 
Saturdays and run over especially on Saturdays and ask for her.  She can't you work any additional days 
come to find out she's a student at our County vocational technical cosmetology school and she does 
makeup artist and they let her work there on Saturdays and she says she's making good money and she 
loves it here in town.  It is good to see Highland Park businesses are also offering summer jobs. Her name 
is Jay if anyone wants to visit her.  
 
Borough Attorney’s Report. 
Borough Attorney Rainone stated for the members of the public that are here, you'll see there are several 
different opportunities for members of the public to come and address the Council. The first one will 
occur right after reports. That's the public participation. That affords any member to speak on any item 
that's on the agenda. That is your ordinance on first reading and resolutions or any other topic on the 
agenda outside of ordinances on second. At the end of the meeting, there'll be a second opportunity for 
members of the public to speak. That will be for any topic that you wish to bring to the Council's 
attention. You'll be afforded three minutes. Tonight, we have an ordinance on second reading, and that's 
the film ready ordinance, you will also be afforded the opportunity to speak on that ordinance alone to put  
your opinions on the record as to your thought on that particular ordinance. 
 
Administrator. 
Borough Administrator Jover stated per Council Member Hersh’s request to address Resolution 8-25-197 
or item 13L. It's a resolution authorizing extension of local support a Class Five Retail license for Floro 
Highland Park at 85 Raritan Avenue. They've requested one additional extension hopefully. They're 
nearing completion on the renovations of the space but they're just not ready to open yet and they 
requested an additional extension. We typically give them in six month increments. She noted that they've 
otherwise met all their obligations and are progressing and it's appropriate to do so at this time. 
 
Mayor’s Report. 
Mayor Foster said that she will be piggybacking on a lot of things that were already said.  National Night 
Out. was a huge success as everyone noted and I was just so happy to see the cross collaboration of the 
County and our local public service team here in Highland Park. How well they came together and made 
it a huge success for all the kids. They were super happy and a lot of people expressed that it was 
awesome. The Youth Police Academy this year I know one of the favorite things that the kids write to see 
is the helicopter. Away from doing CSI crime scene investigating stuff they love the helicopter. So I 
heard a lot about the helicopter. They were super excited about helicopter coming to Highlander 
Park. So kudos to the Police Department and the summer academy. Piggybacking on what Council 
President Stephanie Kim-Chohan said about public service utilities that it continues to go through the roof 
as we are all feeling it. But we have a Community Solar program and please look out for that.  She noted 
she did not think the Borough was going to be impacted by the funding and thinks the funds are secure. 
So, for those who all of us who are interested in having solar, please check out our website it definitely 
will help with some of the high cost we are all seeing an uptick of electricity. 
 
Public Participation. 
Mayor Foster opened the floor for public participation.  
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Doreen, Edison Township. Addressed the Council about her car being enveloped in smoke and it was 
offensive and she had to roll all her windows up. She was startled when she heard Highland Park was 
opening another pot shop, and Highland Park is encouraging smoking pot. She does not want to travel in 
Highland Park nor do any business in Highland Park. Just a few days ago she just saw a Tom's River 
resident smoke coming in his car and hit someone who died. Studies suggest that dispensaries, especially 
due to high cash volume, valuable products can become a target of crime. And that's a concern. Some 
businesses near dispensaries have reported issues such as a pot smell permeating their profits and 
increasing avoiding heading to a loss of business or even relocation. And then the prolification of 
dispensaries could increase access to and supply among despite regulations intended to prevent this 
appealing to you. I don't understand why you have so many dispensaries in Highland Park. I used to do a 
lot of business in Highland Park.  
 
Melissa Gordeuk, 13 Lewis Street asked the Council to turn down Resolution 8-25-197 for Floro. She 
lives between two pot shops and has been smacked in the face with the smell of someone that just walked 
by. They drop the papers and she has pictures in her phone of all the garbage and it will say on it this is a 
herbal product. She spoke about an article in Newsweek this week about pot smoking causing heart 
disease and other ailments. She said that her Church is right there so when they pull out straight to get on 
to Crowells where she has already been hit, they pull right in front of my church and out to Route 18. We 
have little ladies coming out at five at six o'clock on a Saturday night to go to church. I wish that we could 
concentrate on something else for our empty businesses. I realize we need to fill them, but I'm really 
concerned that we're turning into something that we don't want to be turned into. But thank you for your 
consideration. 
 
Mary Botteon, Madison Ave said a person who couldn't be here tonight sent me a post from Highland 
Park Facebook. He asked me to read it, describing walking their dog. They lived down in the apartments 
located on South 6th. They walked up the street to the corner of Benner, crossed over to the other side of 
South 6th and back. They say, quote, "I won't be going that way anymore because their dog picked up 
what the vet described as either fentanyl or marijuana on the walk." The vet said that this has become a 
real common issue lately. They're seeing many pets brought in for this. They thought the dog was going 
to thrive. This is something we mentioned to you a couple of years ago that we're a very dog friendly 
town and bringing in all these recreational marijuana locations really actually is not only a risk to every 
child in this town, every adult in this town, but to all the pets in this town. The poster responded back 
saying please notify the police of this incident. Quote, "I'm sure there are kids in the area. We know 
there's kids all over in the park. So, if this wasn't actually conveyed to the police yet, perhaps you could 
consider this an incident report also as well. The next thing I wanted to address is again regarding, 
resolution 197 and the fact that we do not need a fifth recreational marijuana trafficking location in this 
town to be able to vote no. She said that it appears that the fifth location has some big names attached to 
it. For example, everybody knows Brett Tanzman by now is our developer for Tract C. His father Roy 
Tanzman, son of former Highland Park Mayor Herb Tanzman, is on the advisory committee for your 
proposed 5th pot shop. That's very concerning to have some of these names that we're doing business with 
for developers also involved in applications you're approving for recreational marijuana trafficShe also 
mentioned the Gayle Brill Mittler location recreational marijuana location of her son and one of her 
employees. The application for that business references Arnold Ryenberg as quote an owner of All Colors 
and she has nothing to show that he's actually an owner of All Colors. If you have something to show 
different than that it would be a really good time to present that information.  
 
Colleen Tyler, 142 North 6th Avenue spoke in opposition of Resolution 8-25-197 authorizing extension 
of local support of a Class 5 Retail License for Floro Highland Park LLC to operate a retail cannabis 
business at 85 Raritan Avenue. And I would also like to echo the previous speakers and in being upset 
about the five of these businesses being allowed, not even being allowed, but being encouraged to set up 
in Highland Park without public approval. There's never been any referendum asking the people of this 
town, do we want any of these businesses and if so, what are the conditions? These decisions have all 
been made by the previous Mayor and Council and supported wholeheartedly by the current Mayor and 
Council. These are not supported by the majority of Highland Park residents. 
 
There being no one further, it was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member 
Postelnik to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:  
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Ordinances Requiring a Second Reading. 
Ordinance No. 25-2115  An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 247 Titled "Licenses" to Create Article 
V Titled "Filming" in the Municipal Code of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, New 
Jersey 
 
Ordinance No. 25-2115 An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 247 Titled "Licenses" to Create Article V Titled 
"Filming" in the Municipal Code of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, New Jersey 
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has been duly advertised for consideration of passage on final reading by title and affidavits of publication 
are on file. 
 
Mayor Foster opened public hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2115.   
 
Seeing no one, on motion by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan, the 
public hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2115 was closed and carried by the following roll call vote:  
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Councilpersons: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 
 Opposed:  None. 
 Absent:  None. 
  Abstain:  None. 
 
On motion by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council Member George, the ordinance entitled as 
above, was duly adopted by the following roll call vote, to wit: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Councilpersons: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 
 Opposed:  None. 
 Absent:  None. 
  Abstain:  None. 
 
Ordinances Requiring a First Reading. 
Ordinance No. 25-2116  An Ordinance Amending Chapter 9, "Boards, Committees and 
Commissions," Article 1, "Human Relations Commission," by Amending Subsection 9-1 "Appointment" 
of the Code of the Borough of Highland Park Human Relations Commission 
 
Clerk reported on Ordinance No. 25-2115 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 9, "Boards, Committees and 
Commissions," Article 1, "Human Relations Commission," by Amending Subsection 9-1 "Appointment" 
of the Code of the Borough of Highland Park Human Relations Commission has been introduced by the 
Administration Committee for consideration of passage on first reading by title. 
 
On motion made by Council Member Postelnik seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan, the 
ordinance entitled as above was duly adopted on first reading by title, authorize publication and set public 
hearing for September 2, 2025, by the following roll call vote, to wit: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions. 
Mayor Foster asked the Council Members if there were any Resolutions they would like pulled from the 
consent agenda.  There were none. 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-186 through 8-25-201 were duly adopted on a motion made by Council Member 
Hale and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan and carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-186 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an 
annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and 
  WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2024 has been filed by a Registered 
Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk as per the requirements of N.J.S. 40A:5-6, and a copy has 
been received by each member of the governing body, and 
 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey is authorized to prescribe reports  
pertaining to the local fiscal affairs, as per R.S. 52:27BB-34, and 
 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated a regulation requiring that the governing 
body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey 
that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit 
entitled: 
 General Comments 
 Recommendations 
and 
 WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed as a minimum the 
Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled: 
 General Comments 
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 Recommendations 
as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body, and 
 WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later than 
forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, as per the regulations of the Local Finance Board, and 
 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves 
with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated 
aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board, and 
 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the promulgations of the Local Finance Board of the State of 
New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 
52:27BB-52 - to wit: 
 R.S. 52:27BB-52 - "A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date fixed for 

compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local Government 
Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not 
more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office." 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of the Borough of Highland 
Park, hereby states that it has complied with the promulgation of the Local Finance Board of the State of 
New Jersey dated July 30, 1968 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution, and the required 
affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance. 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-187 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-24-270, adopted December 10, 2024, the Borough 
Council authorized execution of a contract with ConQuest Construction Inc. for the Water Service Line 
Field Verification by Hydro Excavation for Lead Service Line Inventory, in an amount not to exceed 
$792,100.00, without further resolution of Council; and 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said resolution a contract was duly executed; and 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution 4-25-116, adopted on April 15, 2025, the Borough Council authorized 
Pay Estimate No. 1 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $32,857.44 in accordance with said Pay 
Estimate for work performed from March 26, 2025 to March 31, 2025; and 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution 5-25-146, adopted on May 20, 2025, the Borough Council authorized 
Pay Estimate No. 2 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $106,039.92 in accordance with said Pay 
Estimate for work performed from April 1, 2025 to April 22, 2025; and 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution 7-25-180, adopted on July 1, 2025, the Borough Council authorized 
Pay Estimate No. 3 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $106,039.92 in accordance with said Pay 
Estimate for work performed from May 13, 2025 to June 3, 2025; and; and 
 WHEREAS, it appears from Pay Estimate No. 4, filed by USA-Highland Park, the Borough’s 
Water and Sewer Utility Operator, that certain work under said contract has been completed and approved, 
and there is due to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $206,852.52 in accordance with said Pay 
Estimate for work performed from June 5, 2025 to July 18, 2025; and  
 WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Grant Fund Account No. G-02-41-802-
201, in an amount not to exceed $206,852.52, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by the 
Chief Financial Officer Certification No. 2025-63. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey,  that: 

1. The Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized and directed to pay ConQuest Construction 
Inc., 450 South River Road, Hackensack NJ 07601, the sum of $206,852.52, as certified by USA-
Highland Park in Pay Estimate No. 4, subject to the Clerk’s receipt of the Certified Payroll and 
Project Manning Reports and additional documents as necessary; 

2. That certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Borough Administrator, Chief Financial 
Officer, USA-Highland Park and ConQuest Construction Inc. 

 
Resolution No. 8-25-188 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:8C-49, the Blue Acres Program, administered by the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (hereinafter referred to as “DEP”), has dedicated funding 
to acquire properties statewide for flood mitigation and climate resilience purposes; and 

WHEREAS, such acquisitions and the removal of improvements situated on properties acquired 
for flood mitigation and climate resilience purposes will alleviate adverse physical, social, and economic 
impacts that beset the residents of the immediate area during periodic flooding and also will result in 
lessening the intensity of periodic flooding by increasing the area of absorption of flood waters; and 

WHEREAS, such acquisitions and the removal of improvements situated on properties acquired 
for flood mitigation and climate resilience purposes will reduce the need for municipal services to the 
properties acquired; and 

WHEREAS, the DEP determined that 446 Harrison Avenue in Highland Park, which was 
substantially damaged from Hurricane Ida, met the criteria for acquisition through the Blue Acres Program 
and was purchased in June 2024; and  

WHEREAS, upon acquisition of the properties referenced herein by the DEP, it is the intention of 
the DEP that said properties shall be managed by the Borough of Highland Park (hereinafter referred to as 
the “Borough”) pursuant to the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as the 
“Agreement”), attached hereto as Attachment A; and 
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WHEREAS, the DEP and the Borough (hereinafter referred to as the “Parties”) agree that this 
Agreement is in the best interests of the public; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties, under the powers vested in them by law, have determined that it is in the 
Parties' mutual interest to enter into this Agreement. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 
of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that: 

1. The foregoing recitals are hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. 
2. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the Memorandum of 

Understanding with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, in a form 
substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto as Attachment A, subject to the review and 
approval of the Borough Attorney. 

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-189 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the following 
shall be and are hereby appointed to serve as members of the Highland Park Housing Authority for a term 
to expire as indicated: 
  Priscilla Hera   term expiring December 31, 2029 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-190 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or 
municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined 
at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 
amount. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 2025 budget 
in the sum of $7,000.00, which is now available from the 2025 Distracted Driving Crackdown Grant, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $7,000.00 is hereby appropriated under the 
caption of 2025 Distracted Driving Crackdown Grant. 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-191 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or 
municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined 
at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 
amount. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 2025 budget 
in the sum of $7,248.00, which is now available from the Municipal Alliance Grant, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $7,248.00 is hereby appropriated under the 
caption of Municipal Alliance Grant. 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-192 

WHEREAS, on a property known as Block 3002 Lot 3 with additional lots 4, 5, 6, 8, 30 and 37, 
also known as 420-424 Raritan Avenue, Highland Park, New Jersey has entered with the Borough of 
Highland Park into a financial agreement for Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) on May 8, 2024,and 

WHEREAS, the project was completed and a temporary certificate of occupancy was approved 
on September 17, 2024, and 

WHEREAS, the PILOT in now in effect as of July 1, 2025 where the entity is to pay land only 
taxes and property taxes for improvements only should be cancelled for the period of July 1, 2025 and 
going forward. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park that the Tax Collector shall be and is hereby authorized to cancel the improvement portion 
of real estate taxes for the period July 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025 in the amount of $24870.52 
and this reduction be made in the 3rd and 4th quarters of 2025 taxes for the following due to a PILOT 
status: 

BLOCK  LOTS    AMOUNT 
3002  3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 30 and 37  $24,870.52 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 

Finance Director and Tax Collector forthwith. 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-193 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park was recently awarded $20,000 from the NJDEP for a 
Green Communities Grant and has been instructed that the next step in the process is to execute a resolution 
authorizing the grant application and agreement for said project; and 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council desire to further the public interest by securing a 
grant from the State of New Jersey in the amount of $20,000.00 to fund the development of a Tree Inventory 
and Community Forestry Management Plan. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 
of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that: 

1. Mayor Elsie Foster or the successor to the office of Mayor is authorized: (a) to make an 
application for such a grant; b) if awarded, to execute a grant agreement with the State for a 
grant in an amount not less than $0.00 not more than $20,000.00; and (c) to execute any 
amendments thereto. 

2. The Borough Council authorizes and hereby agrees to match 20% of the Total Project Amount, 
in compliance with the match requirements of the agreement. The availability of the match for 
such purposes, whether cash, services, or property, is hereby certified. Up to 100% of the match 
will be made up of in-kind services (if allowed by grant program requirements and the 
agreement).  

3. The Grantee agrees to comply with all applicable Federal, State, and municipal laws, rules, and 
regulations in its performance pursuant to the agreement. 

 
Resolution No. 8-25-194 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Historical Commission has funding available for historical markers 
that celebrate local history related to commemorating the 250th anniversary of the independence of the 
United States; and  
 WHEREAS, the Highland Park Historical Commission is interested in pursuing this opportunity 
to educate the public on Highland Park’s role in the Revolutionary War, and recommended that the Borough 
apply for the grant; and, 
 WHEREAS, the grant has no matching funds required; and  
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park finds it to be in the best interest 
of the public to participate in New Jersey Historical Commission’s 250th Initiative.  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

1. The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to submit a Grant application to the 
New Jersey Historical Commission's 2025 Historical Markers Program. 

2. The Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any agreements or paperwork 
on behalf of the Borough of Highland Park to implement the historical markers program.  

 
Resolution No. 8-25-195 
 WHEREAS, the Borough was notified that it was the recipient of a FY 2026 Legislative Aid 
Capital Improvement Grant in the amount of $250,000; and 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has been instructed that the next step in the grant process is to execute 
a resolution authorizing the grant application and agreement for said project; and 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park desires to apply for and obtain a grant from the New 
Jersey Department of Community Affairs for $250,000 for improvements to Molimock-Graff Park. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize the application for such grant. 
2. The Borough Council recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lessor or greater 

amount and therefore upon receipt of the a grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of 
Community Affairs, does further authorize the execution of any such grant agreement; and also, 
upon receipt of the fully executed agreement from the Department, does further authorize the 
expenditure of funds pursuant to the te1ms of the agreement between the Borough of Highland 
Park and the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs.   

3. That the persons whose names, titles, and signatures appear below are authorized to sign the 
application, and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized to sign the agreement, and 
any other documents necessary in connection therewith: 
__________________________   __________________________ 
Teri Jover     Elsie Foster 
Borough Administrator     Mayor 

 
Resolution No. 8-25-196 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park Community Services would like to apply for a 
$5,000.00 to support the Borough’s 2026 Parkstock Outdoor Summer Concert Series; and 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey,  

1. Highland Park Community Services are hereby authorized and directed to execute and submit, the 
grant application to County Project Support Grant Application-Arts Institute of Middlesex County. 

2. Copies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to Community Services Director, Administration, and 
the Chief Financial Officer.  
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Resolution No. 8-25-197 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Highland Park have adopted Chapter 136 

of the “Code of the Borough of Highland Park” which authorizes the operation of adult personal-use 
cannabis businesses within the Borough; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough received ten (10) proposals for a Local Retail Cannabis Business 
License; and 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council reviewed and evaluated the proposals; and    
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council passed a resolution of local support for five (5) Class 5 retail 
cannabis businesses; and 

WHEREAS, on February 21, 2023, the Borough Council passed a resolution of local support to 
FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC in accordance with Borough of Highland Park Ordinances 21-2027 
and 22-2044; and 
 WHEREAS, three six (6)-month extensions were granted to FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC; 
and 
 WHEREAS, FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC has recently obtained state certification as a 
Women Business Enterprise (WBE); and   

WHEREAS, FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC has been diligently working with the New 
Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission (the “Commission”); and 

WHEREAS, FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC is in the process of refiling its application for an 
Annual Class 5 Cannabis Retailer license with the Commission; and 
 WHEREAS, FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC has an active lease at 85 Raritan Avenue in 
Highland Park; and  

WHEREAS, FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC has been working with the Borough on local 
licensing and permitting; and 

WHEREAS, construction of the retail cannabis dispensary is nearing completion; and 
 WHEREAS, it has been recommended that due to the above-referenced circumstances, FLORO 
HIGHLAND PARK, LLC be awarded a resolution for local support for an additional six (6) months. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough 
of Highland Park that:  

1. The above recitals are hereby incorporated as if restated herein in full. 
2. The Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park formally memorialize their continued 

support for FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC with respect to its pending application to the 
New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission for a Class 5 Cannabis Retail Dispensary 
License.  

3. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the appropriate representatives of 
FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC. 

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-198 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the annual 
Salary Resolution No. 1-25-12, which was adopted on January 7, 2025, showing the names, titles and 
salaries of the officers and employees of the Borough of Highland Park, is amended as follows:  
Jason Culver, Lieutenant, Salary $167,338.00, Effective 09/01/2025 
Kevin Garrity, Sergeant, Salary $149,409.00, Effective 09/01/2025 
Kaitlyn Cox, Deputy Court Administrator, Salary $55,613.00, Effective 08/01/2025 
Lucy Peterson, Head Camp Counselor, $17.00 Hourly. Effective 07/07/2025 
Michael Bobish, Library Director, Salary $122,003.50, Effective 01/01/2025 
Sherry Johnson, Asst. Library Director, Salary $99,230.00, Effective 01/01/2025 
Carla Herniter, Sub Librarian, Hourly $36.43, Effective 01/01/2025 
Jennifer Larsen, Sub Librarian, Hourly $36.43, Effective 01/01/2025 
Jacquelyn Oshman, Sub Librarian, Hourly $35.31, Effective 01/01/2025 
Jasmine Bella, Library Asst., Hourly $17.51, Effective 01/01/2025 
Naysia Phifer, Library Asst., Hourly $17.51, Effective 01/01/2025 
Rose Texeira, Library Asst., Hourly $19.26, Effective 01/01/2025 
Alicia Graham, Sub Librarian, Hourly $35.31, Effective 07/21/2025 
Matthew Kruglinski, Sub Librarian, Hourly $35.41, Effective 07/21/2025 
Irina Radeva, Sub Librarian, Hourly $35.41, Effective 07/21/2025 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to make the 
necessary changes in the payroll records of the Finance Department in accordance with the changes 
established by this resolution. 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-199 
 WHEREAS, replacing existing pole banners with updated designs will improve the streetscape 
and contribute to a more attractive and welcoming environment for businesses, residents, and visitors along 
Woodbridge Avenue; and  
 WHEREAS, the Highland Park’s Neighborhood Preservation Program (NPP) grant has funding 
available for upgrading and replacing street banners along Woodbridge Avenue; and 
 WHEREAS, two quotes were solicited and received as follows:  

Project Graphics $11,687.39 
Main Street Designs $11,602.54; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator/Economic Development Director has reviewed the quotes 
and recommended awarding the purchase of banners to Project Graphics based on cost and quality; and 

WHEREAS, this award is not made to the lowest price quote because Main Street Designs could 
not provide exact fabric color matches and comparable design quality required for the project; and 
 WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Grant Account No. G-02-41-787-201 in the 
amount of $11,687.39 as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer No. 2025-64. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, New Jersey that: 

1) The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to enter into a contract with 
Project Graphics for the purchase and replacement of banners for Woodbridge Avenue in an 
amount not to exceed $11,687.39. 

2) Certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Finance Department and Economic 
Development Coordinator forthwith.  

 
Resolution No. 8-25-200 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park was awarded $216,000 from the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation (NJDOT) from the 2016 Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program for various 
intersection safety improvements; and  
 WHEREAS, the NJDOT has additional funding available to cover the cost of construction 
management/construction inspection (CM/CI) services related to SRTS projects, provided those services 
are solicited through an approved RFP process; and  
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park finds it to be in the public 
interest to solicit proposals for CM/CI services in order to take advantage of the funding that is available to 
cover said costs. 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park that: 

1. The Borough Clerk shall be and is hereby authorized and directed to advertise a Request for 
Proposals for Construction Management/Construction Inspection Services related to the 2016 
SRTS Project.  

2. Proposals shall be received at a date and time to be determined by the Borough Clerk and the 
Borough Administrator, said proposals to be in accordance with specifications prepared by the 
Borough Administrator and approved by NJDOT. 

 
Resolution No. 8-25-201 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all claims 
presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough Treasurer, and which 
have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the 
same are hereby approved; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of this 
meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in accordance with said 
Ordinance. 

1. The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 8/12/2025 can be found in the Bills List 
Journal Book No. 45. 

 
Resolution requiring a Separate Reading.  
Resolution No. 8-25-202  Chapter 85 - Resolution to Request a Change in Title, Text, or Amount 
of Appropriation 
 
Resolution No. 8-25-202 was duly adopted on a motion made by Council President Kim-Chohan and 
seconded by Council Member Postelnik and carried by the following roll call vote, to wit: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Appointments.  
Mental Health Commission 

Veer Pathak 
 
It was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Postelnik to table the 
appointment to the Mental Health Commission as the Borough is revisiting the commission’s structure 
and carried by the following roll call vote, to wit: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Crossing Guards 
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Karen Aarons 
Jenifer Calo 
Theresa Foxx 
Charlene Gee 
Carol Gordon 
Christopher Lopez 
Lucille Morris 
Jacqueline Rhein 
Deborah Reddick Smith 

 
Zoning Board of Adjustment 

Ellen Walsh, Alternate No. 1 
Joyce Leslie, Alternate No. 2 

 
Highland Park Volunteer Fire Department: Darren Dougherty 
 
The appointment of Crossing Guards: Karen Aarons, Jenifer Calo, Theresa Foxx, Charlene Gee, Carol 
Gordon, Christopher Lopez, Lucille Morris, Jacqueline Rhein, Deborah Reddick Smith, Zoning Board of 
Adjustment: Ellen Walsh, Alternate No. 1, Joyce Leslie, Alternate No. 2 and Highland Park Volunteer 
Fire Department:Darren Dougherty were duly approved on a motion made by Council Member George 
and seconded by Council Member Postelnik and carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

   Abstain:  None. 
 
Second Public Participation. 
Mary Botteon, Madison Avenue, said just to reinforce the application for Gayle Mittler son’s property 
recreational marijuana trafficking property has a statement here. Arnold Weinberg is an owner of All 
Colors that I have nothing that I've shown in the State records for business registration etc. that supports 
that statement. So, if this is not correct, how did this get passed through behind the part? If it is correct, if 
I'm missing something, please send it to me. I don't want to have the idea that this is incorrect 
information, you really need to know. I am not aware of anything showing he is an owner of All Colors 
and is on this Highland Park application for recreational marijuana. The other issue again as you've heard 
tonight the quality of life in Highland Park, you know, has all these little nuances of things that don't 
always go very well when you bring in multitudes of recreational marijuana facilities. And I want to again 
alert your attention to the statistics for Highland Park Borough.  56% increase in DWIs and a 19% 
increase in individuals. To remind you, the DWI is the same as a DUI refers to alcohol, narcotics, 
prescription drugs, or other drugs, including marijuana and edibles. That's the exact language of  the law.  
Indictables include burglary, more severe ones as well, murder, aggravated assault, arson, rape, fraud, and 
kidnapping. We have asked the Borough to kindly give us the background to these statistics and the 
Borough has been refusing. We have asked repeatedly to have this backup information and the question 
would be why are you not providing it? Is there something that you do not want the public to be aware of 
regarding this 56% increase in DUIs?  If there's nothing there, provide the information. If there is 
something there related to these recreational marijuana sites that you've installed, that's something you 
need to be aware of as well. So, hiding this information doesn't seem to do any good for anybody. Please  
kindly release this information.  
 
Melissa Gordeuk, 13 Lewis Street said she just wanted to deal with the speed on Crowells and that we 
recently had a girl that was hit. She explained there's a sight line that the person coming to the corner can't 
see around and that's what happened. So maybe we need bigger yellow boxes. Our yellow boxes are all 
worn out and maybe we need a stop sign. The juvenile said that she didn't stop because there wasn't a stop 
sign, but there's a stop sign up the block, but there wasn't a stop sign there. Okay. So, I don't know what 
we can do. She starting to have hot cars going up and down fast and motorcycles. And that's where the 
deer come up from the ravine.  
 
Sal Baptist, Raritan Avenue stated she lives right across from this Floro the cannabis shop.  Not everyone 
in town wants a million cannabis shops.  Some of us are allergic and I am one of these people. I get severe 
asthma attacks and why does it not matter to any of you that you are literally hurting residents of this 
town? Like what is it about these shops that is so amazingly wonderful that you don't care? And I'm not 
even the only person in my building who is severely allergic to pot. It's just that the other person is not as 
loud and annoying about it as I am. Do you even know how many people you are hurting in this way by 
having all these shops, all these dispensaries all up and down Raritan? She used to walk up and down 
Raritan every day for work and is glad that she doesn’t work in town anymore because she would 
probably die. You pride yourselves on having a walkable town, but it's not walkable anymore if you're 
severely allergic to marijuana. You concern yourselves more about, buying property and not charging 
property tax to businesses in town, thereby putting the burden of paying for everything on the residents of 
town and we get no say. There's so many people who do not like this amount of pot and you completely 
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ignore us. Every council meeting, every petition, the lawsuit, you just completely ignore all of us. What 
do we have to do to get your attention and maybe get you to rethink this? What do we have to do?  
 
Raisa Boroday, South 2nd Avenue asked the Borough to please stop increasing and spreading the shops 
here. We have enough shops.  Please stop to sign the next shops totally.  
 
It was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council President Kim-Chohan to close 
public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:  
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

    Abstain:  None. 
 
Mayor Foster indicated that number of concerns that was brought up about the marijuana dispensaries 
here in town and I know there's a Council Member who wishes to speak, but also before we go there, 
Council Member George, there was some concerns about possibly increase. So, could you take a look at 
that with the police department to see what kind of increase there may have been in DWI based on 
consumption of marijuana? Council Member George said that he would look into that.  
 
Council Member Hersh said Melissa's comments regarding traffic in her area specifically, I'm not sure if 
that's captured the attention of the public safety committee. But it is certainly problematic over there, lack 
of stop signs, speed consideration would be something worth looking into as well as the traffic 
circulation, the new configuration behind White Rose and BLKBRN. He thinks this probably deserves a 
look urged Melissa to formalize your request.  
 
Mayor Foster said that we have heard a lot about the pot shops and we've had this conversation on many 
occasions about the dispensaries. They were approved and we have given Floro their extension and at this 
time there's nothing more to be said about the pot shops that have been approved in town and this has 
gone back I think three or four years now that this all was done.  She said on many occasion that the 
voters in Highland Park and the residents of State of New Jersey and 73% of Highland Park people voted 
to have the pot shop here in town. Have a good rest of the summer everyone. 
 
There being no further business, on motion made by Council Member George and seconded by Council 
Member Postelnik and carried by affirmative voice vote of all Council Members present, the meeting 
adjourned at 8:11 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jennifer Santiago 
Borough Clerk 
 


