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BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 
REGULAR MEETING 

June 24, 2025 – 7:00 PM 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Highland Park Mayor and Council was held on Wednesday, June 24, 2025, and 
was called to order by Council President Kim-Chohan at 7:00 PM.  Annual Notice of this meeting was 
provided to The Home News Tribune, the Star Ledger and the Highland Park Planet on January 8, 2025 
and was posted on the Borough website at www.hpboro.com and on the bulletin board at Borough Hall, 
221 South Fifth Avenue, Highland Park, NJ and has remained continuously posted as required by law.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance.  
Council President Kim-Chohan led the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call: 

Present: Mayor Foster arrived at 7:10 pm, Council Members:  George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, 
Postelnik, Vargas, Borough Attorney Rainone, Borough Administrator Jover, and 
Borough Clerk Santiago. 

Absent:  None. 
 

Approval of Minutes. 
It was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Postelnik the minutes of 
June 4, 2025 Regular Mtg. minutes were approved, as distributed, by the following roll call vote: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas. 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:    None. 
Abstain:   None. 

 
Council Reports. 
Council Member Vargas reported on a few events coming up: The Arts Commission’s Learn and Create 
Series will have its next event on Sunday, June 29 at 2pm at the HP Library. The topic will be Embracing 
Imperfection: the Art of Wabi Sabi. The Arts Commission’s collaboration with HP Library continues as 
part of Color our World Crafterdark at the Library series with Collage with Rolonda on Tuesday, July 29 
at 7pm and Pom-pom Gnomes with Sherry on August 19 at 7pm. There is actually an event tonight - 
Mandala Dot Art at the library. As a reminder, these are all free events, so please reserve the dates and 
stay tuned for more programming. Last week the Department of Aging held its Annual Senior Prom, 
which was an enjoyable event. There was buffet, photo booth, DJ and lots of fun. Thank you to Kim 
McGraw and the team for organizing this beautiful event. I had a great time.  The Fireworks at Donaldson 
Park are coming up on Thursday, July 3rd.  The first performance as part of the ParkStock Concert series 
is scheduled for July 17, starting at 6 pm by Forbidden Tropics, an Afro-Peruvian Jazz band. Please check 
out their bio on both borough’s page - hpboro.com. The Department of Recreation staff is busy preparing 
for the summer day camp, so make sure to reach out to them if you still need to register your kids - their 
number is 732-819-0052 
 
Council Member Hale reported that the Highland Park Zoning Board are looking for members. It is a 
great way to get involved and learn about what is and isn't allowed in buildings in Highland Park. There 
are several spots open and if you are interested please fill out the volunteer application form on our web 
site and get it in as soon as possible. Big news is that we have finally started to meet with Arterial the 
Landscape and Engineering Design Team about the Pedestrian Plaza at 3rd Avenue. We had our initial 
internal work session with them to help clarify some key questions on the space itself and really introduce 
our staff and their staff, identify plans and work flow processes. Next up will be some small key 
stakeholder meetings and listening sessions. These include businesses on South 3rd, homeowners in the 
neighborhood, Main Street Highland Park, our Engineer, Planner, Code Officers, Police and Fire 
departments. The team will get to hear ideas, needs, hopes and dreams of the key stakeholders. From this 
they will begin to roll out and identify possibilities and basic concepts which we will then share widely. 
The goal is to make sure we hear concerns and hopes for the plaza from residents more broadly. Once this 
information is collected and digested by the Mayor and Council as well as core stakeholders, the team 
will dig deeper with the professional staff to bring what they heard to reality. Stay tuned, exciting stuff is 
coming and we are looking forward to this dream becoming a reality. We know there is a lot of concern 
about what is going to happen on the Rite Aid property. The Borough shares this and are making sure that 
we are in close contact with the property owner. It is important to remember that because this is a 
bankruptcy proceeding for Rite Aid there are likely to be some steps and procedures that need to be 
followed. Rite Aid has an active lease and that is an asset that will be part of those proceedings. They can 
try and sell it or auction it off to raise cash to pay off creditors. So as frustrating as it is we really just need 
to wait until these various bankruptcy proceedings occur. There are lots of potential scenarios for what is 
possible and what might happen. I wish there was better information but that is where we are. Rest 
assured we are actively connecting with the landlord to stay on top of the situation. We are working on 
developing an FAQ about the Rite Aid situation so please check the web-site in the near future. Looks 
like we are having some movement on Main Street properties. The Wells Fargo building has a new 
tenant, a physical therapy/health care specialize in kids, more details to come. We also believe that a new 
restaurant is coming to where Safe Drugs used to be and a new pharmacy is coming where the Berkeley 
Bakery is. These are all in the process and while the Borough is doing all we can to expedite that process 
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when they all open is dependent on when they can finish with needed interior renovations. But even so 
some exciting changes to downtown are on their way. He reminded everyone the about the Friday 
Farmers Market. There are some interesting movies coming on the outdoor movie theatre. Total Recall an 
Arnold Schwarzenegger masterpiece where he plays a shy retiring librarian who gets lost in a world of 
romance novels. Just kidding, it’s Arnold and blows things up and it takes place on Mars. It is a fun 
movie. Total recall airs on July 19th.  On August 2nd is an underground documentary called Defcon: the 
Documentary. I want to assure everyone that this is not a movie about America's missile defense system, 
which given what is going on the world might be a little too close to home. It is instead a documentary 
about a convention of fun loving crazy computer hackers.  Lots of good things going on this summer 
remember to shop local at least 3 times a week. Please be safe in the heat.  
 
Council Member Hersh said thank you Council Member Hale for explaining Rite Aid. Recycling there's a 
total of 97 ½ tons collected in the month of June, year-to- date total is 423 tons. You've seen our street 
sweepers around, we have 31 miles of roadway that gets collected with debris. It's also important to 
follow the signage and make sure that you're not parked on street sweeping days where parking is 
prohibited. Seven days of service in June; 135 miles of road swept and this month, 484 miles year to date. 
This month the street sweeper removed 16 loads or 72 cubic yards of material and that's 60 loads or 259 
cubic yards of material for the entire year. Some folks reached out about recent news regarding the 
County Recycling Program. The Borough is looking into that, to partner with them, but there may be 
considerations that affect our decision. Sustainable Highland Park will host its regular monthly meeting 
Wednesday, June 25th at 7:30 pm in person at Borough Hall in the downstairs conference room, you can 
also participate in the meeting on Zoom, and the link is available at www.hpboro.com. I have some save 
the dates through Sustainable Highland Park, July 5th from 9 am to 11 am, there is a community cleanup 
at the bottom of S. 7th Avenue. We’ll meet at the entrance of the paved path, at the intersection of So. 7th 
and Donaldson. Gloves, buckets and other supplies will be provided. On July 17th, join us at the Highland 
Park Public Library to learn more about the importance of native plants in our ecosystem and the need to 
add native plants to our spaces. Return presenter and master gardener Sue Tar will introduce some of the 
many colorful native plants that can beautify your space and support native bees, butterflies and birds. 
The Borough does have a gas leaf blower task force to explore the ideas of putting guard rails on gas 
powered leaf blowers. It’s composed of members of Sustainable Highland Park, the Shade Tree Advisory 
Committee and the Highland Park Environmental Commission. The task force will host another 
informational and feedback session this Thursday, June 26th 2025, in the Ida Kushner Media Room 
formerly the Community Room at the Highland Park Public Library at 7 pm. The Council has not been 
presented with any of the findings but the Gas Leaf Blower Task force is collecting data from other 
municipalities connecting with other decision makers that have made similar efforts in their communities. 
It also does tie into a statewide effort because we always prefer when there's State level guidance for 
these types of things. Senator Bob Smith and Assemblywoman Tucker sponsor S217 banning some gas 
leaf blowers for most of the year in New Jersey and it provides credits for up to 50% to people who buy 
electric ones. There’s considerable support, actions like this can help Highland Park’s standing in our 
Sustainability Certification and our ability to generate more money and have access to more grants, these 
initiatives are really important to explore. A lot of us learned a lot about the noise and the particulates that 
gas power leaf blowers let off. It really can directly impact one's health and one's level of concentration 
and so forth. The Highland Park Environmental Commission will hold its regular monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, July 2nd at 8:00 PM on Zoom, go to www.hpboro.com for the link. Thank you to the Human 
Relations Commission, the Mayor and my Council colleagues for another great Juneteenth flag raising. 
These flag raisings are among my favorite activities, in the time when we can fly the flag high as a 
symbol of our support for those of us who have particularly been marginalized or felt any oppression or 
feel unsafe. It's really important that we consistently and routinely illustrate and announce Highland Park 
as a safe place. 
 
Council Member Postenik thanked the Human Relations Commission and Borough staff for all their hard 
work putting together another series of successful flag raising events this year. We had the Caribbean 
American Heritage, Pride, and Juneteenth flag raisings this month and lots of Borough residents turned 
out to enjoy. Thanks again for all your help making these events happen. As we are approaching that time 
of the year where dangerous heat waves, like the one we are currently experiencing, can happen I just 
wanted to caution people to exercise caution, stay hydrated, and stay indoors when possible. If you are in 
need of a place to cool off, you are welcome to stop in our municipal buildings during their regular 
business hours, at the Community Center, Borough Hall and Library during business hours. We are also 
grateful to our community partner, the Reformed Church of Highland Park, for making their Quilt Room 
available to residents during the evening and weekends. The hours are as follows: Community Center and 
Borough Hall Mon, Wed & Thurs: 8am - 4pm, Tues: 8am - 6 pm, F: 8am - 1pm, Sat/Sun: Closed, 
Highland Park Public Library: Mon, Tues, &Thurs: 10am - 9pm, Wed, Friday & Sun: 10am - 5pm, Sat: 
1pm - 5pm, Reformed Church of Highland Park Quilt Room: Daily: 7 am - 9 pm. The State Department 
of Environmental Protection has declared tomorrow an Air Quality Action Day for ozone and advises that 
sensitive individuals, including young children, the elderly, and those with respiratory diseases such as 
asthma, are advised to avoid strenuous activities during the afternoon and early evening. I wanted to note 
that the Commission for Universal Access will be meeting tomorrow at 5pm in person at borough hall in 
the Berman conference room across from council chambers as well as on Zoom - the link is available on 
the Borough website hpboro.com. And also tomorrow, the Human Relations Commission will be meeting 
at 7:30pm at Borough Hall in lower level conference room. 
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Council Member George gave a warning from the Chief of Police and the Fire Chief to please practice 
safety in this heat wave. The Police Department reminds us to keep hydrated and that includes in our 
vehicles. The heat is so high you may not realize the temperature is building even with your air 
conditioner blasting, you're stuck in traffic for 45 minutes and the outside thermometer is 106 degrees be 
careful please.  The Police and Fire Departments announced the State wide warning; if it is just too hot 
and it's getting to you give it up and do it later. Cool off, relax and hydrate. You'll see on the agenda 
tonight items 11o and 11p, we have two grant applications. The Borough is exploring ways to expand our 
services through grants. One is the Fire Department's FEMA Safer Grant, which is staffing for adequate 
fire and emergency response which could provide up to $335,000 over three years for a full-time 
firefighter. There's a matching provision over the three years of the grant, which allows a permanent 
transition to staff. We also put out a grant from the Statewide Insurance fund that provides general safety 
and loss prevention training. We provide fire hydrant connectors, traffic control gear and a lift gate for 
one of our trucks for the precise sum of $5,800. It reduces our premiums and it certainly will assist our 
staff another way seeking grants to economize. For the library, we’d like to thank Trustee Peichi White 
for her active and engaged term as a Library Trustee. If you're interested in screening for the position of 
Trustee as a Mayor's appointment, please see the Borough’s website, the Library website or contact 
myself or Mr. Glazer in the Communication Office. The Library Trustees continued their invitation to 
municipal officials to present a brief synopsis of their roles and responsibilities within the Borough. The 
Borough Administer presented the tasks and obligations of a Borough Administrator and some of the 
larger programs that the Borough engages in. This program results in a great increase in cross knowledge 
of all of the Borough’s agencies by sharing knowledge and infrastructure for planning. Mr. Bobish, the 
Library Director wants to remind everyone the Trustees have approved the paving improvement for the 
front of the library. The entire front of the library will be repaved with pavers, the concrete circle will be 
removed so it's all paved. We'll announce when that starts, there will be a temporary inconvenience for 
using the North Second entrance for a while, until the improvements are completed. The summer library 
season is kicking off as of this weekend. The hours are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10:00 am to 9:00 
pm, Wednesday and Friday is 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, Saturday is 10:00 am to 2:00 pm and Sunday 1:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. They will be closed for the 4th of July, however, there are at least one activity almost 
every day including weekends through August from infants through adults.  Our Safe Walking and 
Cycling Committee is working on the policy recommendations for adoption in part for Sustainable 
Highland Park Silver or possibly Gold Certification, but also to regularize the recommendations for Safe 
Walking and Cycling and make it more of a standard to be applied across the board for our programming 
for our neighborhood improvements and for our redevelopment program. It'll be including e-bikes and e-
scooters and other alternatives to motor vehicles  
 
Council President Kim-Chohan announced the second quarter water/sewer bill is due Monday. Our 
downtown vendor Mee Tu now has a happy hour they started June 11th through August 7th, every 
Wednesday and Thursday from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm. They have a buy one get one 50% off on select 
items. Akihi brought back their seasonal ice cream selections. The Anchor benefit application is still 
open, try to get them in as soon as possible, go on the State website and apply there. This Sunday at the 
Community Center there's going to be a Highland Park DEI cookie exchange, hosted by Gary Leslie who 
used to do all of our videography for the Council Meetings. It's bring cookies from all different cultures 
and exchange them as a symbolic support for diversity, equity, and inclusion.  
 
Administrator. 
Administrator Jover reported on the agenda there is an ordinance for introduction. We thought we were 
going to introduce it a few weeks back, but we needed to incorporate some feedback from both the State's 
Film Ready Commission. The ordinance is rather boringly titled licenses an amendment to a section of 
our existing code, to add a section called Filming. The reason we're doing that is we're going to be 
participating assuming the Council will support it here in the State's Film Ready ordinance and Film 
Ready Program, which includes this model ordinance as well as a number of other initiatives to promote 
Highland Park as a possible place for films to be produced. One issue that came up as we were developing 
the ordinance was in particular to smaller filmmakers. We met with the Film Commission folks to see if 
we had within this ordinance enough power to wave some of the permitting requirements for smaller kind 
of deminimis filming operations, meaning a couple hours of hand-held cameras, etc. and the answer was 
yes. As we plan to roll this out we'll make sure that all the permitting and the information is on our 
website and very clear. We'll have to wait until August to adopt because our meeting's too close next 
week to vote. We'll have plenty of time to mull it over and have our public hearing at the August meeting. 
We had a really great meeting with the Chairs of all of the Boards and Commissions that you heard being 
reported at our meeting tonight. It was a meeting with staff and the Chairs to help walk them through the 
protocol for doing purchasing and to make connections amongst those Boards and Commission members. 
We're going to do that at least annually. Our volunteer appreciation event in the winter, those are group 
collaborations that really speak of the values of these Boards and Commissions and elevates different 
policy and programmatic goals. 
 
Borough Attorney’s Report. – no report. 
 
Mayor’s Report. 
Mayor Foster recognized Highland Park teen, Hadassah Ritch. Hadassah is an active member of the 
Mayor's Teen Advisory Council and she won second place in the high school division of the USA Shidan 
Tanakh, held in Riverdale, New York in May. This is a very competitive series of quizzes and tests; that 
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test student’s knowledge of characters, stories and the commandments of the Torah. Hadassah 
accomplished this all with a remarkable amount of skill, talent and technique. She was currently a public 
school student and within a year she was able to move in and study this and win second place, which is a 
very huge honor so congratulations Hadassah. You make us all proud and you put Highland Park on the 
map. I would like to give her a huge round of applause. On Upper Raritan we were supposed to have 
striping, paintings and the road work done this summer, however, when we spoke with the State 
Department of Transportation they advised us that the work is going to continue but there backlogged in 
their maintenance department. It's on a maintenance schedule but with all the rain that we've been having 
it was not possible. They're telling me that the painting, the striping on the roads and the cosmetic pieces 
is going to be happening this fall. Borough Administrator Jover and I met with the County last week. I 
like to keep reminding them that Highland Park is here and the commitments that have been made to 
Highland Park stay in place and anything new that we can collaborate on especially as we see budget cuts 
from DC, and how we can work together more closely and do more shared services projects. The meeting 
went very well and we have some things that we're going to be collaborating on.  
 
Public Participation. 
Mayor Foster opened the floor for public participation.  
 
There being no one, it was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council President Kim-
Chohan to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:  
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members George, Hale, Hersh, Kim Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Ordinances Requiring a First Reading. 
Ordinance No. 25-2115  An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 247 Titled “Licenses” to Create Article V 
Titled Filming” in  the Municipal Code of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, New 
Jersey 
 
Clerk reported on Ordinance No. 25-2115 An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 247 Titled “Licenses” to 
Create Article V Titled Filming” in the Municipal Code of the Borough of Highland Park, County of 
Middlesex, New Jersey has been introduced by the Economic Development and Planning Committee for 
consideration of passage on first reading by title. 
 
On motion made by Council Member Hale seconded by Council Member Postelnik, the ordinance 
entitled as above was duly adopted on first reading by title, authorize publication and set public hearing 
for August 12, 2025, by the following roll call vote, to wit: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions. 
Mayor Foster asked the Council Members if there were any Resolutions they would like pulled from the 
consent agenda.  There were none. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-159 through 6-25-175 were duly adopted on a motion made by Council President 
Kim-Chohan and seconded by Council Member George and carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-159 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park was awarded a $20,000 Green Communities grant 
from the NJDEP’s Urban & Community Forestry Program for a street tree inventory and update to the 
Borough’s Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP); and  
 WHEREAS, the tree inventory and CFMP update require the services of a Licensed Tree Expert 
(LTE) as per the Green Communities grant program requirements; and  
 WHEREAS, Richard Wolowicz of RichView Consulting, a Licensed Tree Expert (License #281), 
has prepared proposals for the tree inventory and CFMP dated May 16, 2025 and April 16, 2025, 
respectively, and are attached hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park has solicited these services without a “fair and open 
process” as defined by P.L. 2004, c.19, the “Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law,” and will require completion of 
all necessary Pay-to-Play forms, including the Campaign Contributions Affidavit and the Certification 
Regarding Political Contributions, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.8 and N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.26, 
respectively; and  
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 WHEREAS, a contract for these services may be awarded without public advertising for bids as 
the contract is for “Professional Services” as defined by the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
5(1)(a)(i); and 
 WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Grant Fund Account No. G-02-41-816-201 in 
an amount not to exceed $13,000, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by Chief Financial 
Officer Certification No. 2025-60. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that  

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized and directed to execute and attest on behalf of the 
Borough, an Agreement for professional services with Richard Wolowicz of RichView Consulting, 
4 Maude Lane, Hackettstown, NJ 07840-5619, attached hereto. 

2. Notice of this contract be published as required by law and that a copy of the executed Agreement 
be placed on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 
Resolution No. 6-25-160 

WHEREAS, there is a need for tree watering services for trees planted in 2024; and 
WHEREAS, three quotes were solicited for watering and two quotes were received as follows: 
F.A. Bartlett Tree Expert Co.   $22,812.00 
SJC Lawncare, Inc.     $21,000.00 

 RichView Consulting   no response given; and 
WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has recommended that said services be purchased from 

SJC Lawncare Inc., 305 Elizabeth Ave, Cranford, NJ 07016, based on their quote for same and previous 
work done for Highland Park as well as their overall experience and available equipment; and 
 WHEREAS, funds in an amount not to exceed $21,000.00 are available in Grant Fund Account 
No. G-02-41-766-200, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by the Chief Financial Officer 
No. 2025-56. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that: 

1. The Council hereby awards a contract to SJC Lawncare Inc., 305 Elizabeth Ave, Cranford, NJ 
07016, for the 2025 Tree Watering Program for the total not to exceed contract amount of 
$21,000.00. 

2. A certified copy of this resolution shall be provided to the Borough Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer. 

 
Resolution No. 6-25-161 
 WHEREAS, application for renewal licenses issued in the Borough of Highland Park under the 
provisions of the Alcoholic Beverage Law (NJSA 33:1-1 et seq.) have been made by the hereinafter 
applicant, and 
 WHEREAS, said applications have been examined and the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park have made the following findings of fact with respect to each of the applicants: 
 1. Said application is complete in all respects, including submission of the club member list. 
 2. The officers and directors of the club are qualified according to all statutory, regulatory and 

local governmental ABC laws and regulations. 
 3. The club maintains all records required by N.J.A.C. 13:2-8.8. (special events open to non-club 

members) and N.J.A.C. 13:2-8.12 (true books of account for receipts and disbursements). 
 4. The Mayor and Council are of the opinion that said application should be approved. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park that the following renewal licenses issued under the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law (NJSA 33:1-1 
et seq.) to sell alcoholic beverages upon the premises set forth opposite their names under the terms and 
conditions prescribed in the Act aforesaid, the amendments and supplements thereof, and the ordinances, 
rules and regulations promulgated by the Director of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, State of 
New Jersey, shall be and are hereby approved, to wit: 
CLUB LICENSES 
The White Mountains Cretans Fraternity, 1152 Raritan Avenue - 1207-31-012-002 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall be and is hereby authorized and 
directed to issue to the aforesaid licensees the license aforesaid, which licenses shall be effective July 1, 
2025, and shall expire June 30, 2026. 

 
Resolution No. 6-25-162 
 WHEREAS, applications for renewal licenses issued in the Borough of Highland Park under the 
provisions of the Alcoholic Beverage Law (NJSA 33:1-1 et seq.) have been made by the hereinafter 
applicants, and 
 WHEREAS, said applications have been examined and the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Highland Park have made the following findings of fact with respect to each of the applicants: 
 1. Said applications are complete in all respects.  
 2. The applicants and the premises are qualified to be licensed in accordance with Title 33, all 

regulations promulgated by the New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control and local 
ordinances as amended and supplemented pertinent to and consistent with Title 33. 
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 3. The applicants have disclosed, and the issuing authority has ascertained and reviewed, the 
source of any additional financing obtained in the previous license term for use in the licensed 
business. 

 4. The Mayor and Council are of the opinion that said applications should be approved. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park that the following renewal licenses issued under the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law (NJSA 33:1-1 
et seq.) to sell alcoholic beverages upon the premises set forth opposite their names under the terms and 
conditions prescribed in the Act aforesaid, the amendments and supplements thereof, and the ordinances, 
rules and regulations promulgated by the Director of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, State of 
New Jersey, shall be and are hereby approved, to wit: 
PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSES 
Wilhelm & Young, Inc. d/b/a Park Pub, 182 Woodbridge Ave. - 1207-33-011-002 
Kiadan Inc., 13B North 4th Ave., Pino’s Wine Cellar - 1207-33-010-011 
Eisigian LLC t/a Mr. Pi Sushi & Kumamoto Noodle, 247 Raritan Ave. – 1207-33-004-008 
Pad-Thai, Inc. d/b/a Pad Thai, 217 Raritan Ave. – 1207-33-005-004 
PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LICENSES 
Kiadan Inc., d/b/a Pino's Fruit Basket Shoppe, 13A North 4th Ave. – 1207-44-006-010 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall be and is hereby authorized and 
directed to issue to the aforesaid licensees the license aforesaid, which licenses shall be effective July 1, 
2025 and shall expire June 30, 2026. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-163 
 WHEREAS, application for renewal license issued in the Borough of Highland Park under the 
provisions of the Alcoholic Beverage Law (NJSA 33:1-1 et seq.) has been made by the hereinafter applicant, 
and 
 WHEREAS, said application has been examined and the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park have made the following findings of fact with respect to the applicant: 

1. Said application is complete in all respects.  
2. The applicant has obtained a Special Ruling to permit the filing of renewal application of an 

Inactive License for the 2025-2026 license term. 
3. The applicant is qualified to be licensed in accordance with Title 33, all regulations promulgated 

by the New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control and local ordinances as amended 
and supplemented pertinent to and consistent with Title 33. 

4. The applicant has disclosed, and the issuing authority has ascertained and reviewed, the source 
of any additional financing obtained in the previous license term for use in the licensed business. 

5. The Mayor and Council are of the opinion that said application should be approved. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park that the following renewal application of an inactive license issued under the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law (NJSA 33:1-1 et seq.) under the terms and conditions prescribed in the Act aforesaid, the 
amendments and supplements thereof, and the ordinances, rules and regulations promulgated by the 
Director of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, State of New Jersey, shall be and is hereby 
approved with the specific condition that no further renewals of this license shall be granted unless the 
license is being actively used at an approved site on or before June 30, 2026 to wit: 
PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE W/ BROAD PACKAGE PRIVELEGE 
Four W. Properties, 425-427 Raritan Avenue Highland Park, NJ 08904 – 1207-32-008-015 (POCKET) 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall be and is hereby authorized and 
directed to maintain the aforesaid license certificate in the municipal file, which license shall be effective 
July 1, 2025, and shall expire June 30, 2026. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-164 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or 
municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined 
at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 
amount. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 2025 budget 
in the sum of $177,000.00, which is now available from the NJDEP Diesel Modernization Grant, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $177,000.00 is hereby appropriated under 
the caption of NJDEP Diesel Modernization Program Grant. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-165 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or 
municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined 
at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 
amount. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 2025 budget 
in the sum of $619.00, which is now available from the 2025 Alcohol Ed & Rehab Grant, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $619.00 is hereby appropriated under the 
caption of 2025 Alcohol Ed & Rehab Grant. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-166 

WHEREAS, on March 20, 2024, Governor Murphy signed into law an Amendment to the Fair 
Housing Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et seq.) (hereinafter “Amended FHA”); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Amended FHA, municipalities are required to determine the Present 
Need obligation (Rehabilitation) and Prospective Need obligation (New Construction) of their fair share of 
the regional need for affordable housing (“Fair Share Obligation”) during the 10-year period beginning 
on July 1, 2025 (the “Fourth Round”); and 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Amended FHA, should a municipality determine its Fair Share 
Obligation and submit said determination to the Affordable Housing Dispute Resolution Program (the 
“Program”) by January 31, 2025, the municipality’s determination shall be established by default and shall 
bear a presumption of validity beginning on March 1, 2025, unless challenged by an interested party on or 
before February 28, 2025; and   

WHEREAS, the Amended FHA requires the Department of Community Affairs (“DCA”) to 
produce non-binding estimates of fair share obligations on or before October 20, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, the DCA issued a report on October 18, 2024 (“DCA Report”) wherein it reported 
its estimate of the obligation for all municipalities based upon its interpretation of the standards in the 
Amended FHA; and  

WHEREAS, the DCA Report calculated the Round 4 (2025-2035) obligations for the Borough of 
Highland Park (the “Borough”) as follows: a Present Need or Rehabilitation Obligation of 209 units and a 
Prospective Need or New Construction Obligation of 45 units/credits; and 

WHEREAS, the Amended FHA provides that “[a]ll parties shall be entitled to rely upon 
regulations on municipal credits, adjustments, and compliance mechanisms adopted by COAH unless those 
regulations are contradicted by statute, including P.L. 2024, c.2, or binding court decisions” (N.J.S.A. 
52:27D-311(m)); and 

WHEREAS, COAH regulations authorize vacant land adjustments as well as durational 
adjustments; and 

WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, Borough of Highland Park (the “Borough”) adopted 
Resolution No. 1-25-21 on January 21, 2025, accepting the DCA calculations of Borough’s fair share 
obligations and committed to its fair share of 209 units of Present Need and 45 units/credits of Prospective 
Need, subject to any vacant land and/or durational adjustments it may seek as part of the Housing Plan 
element and Fair Share Plan element it subsequently submitted in accordance with the Amended FHA; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Amended FHA, the Borough filed its duly adopted Resolution with 
the Affordable Housing Dispute Resolution Program (the “Program”) on January 22, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, the filing of said Resolution gave the Borough automatic, continued immunity from 
all inclusionary lawsuits, including Builder’s Remedy Lawsuits, which is still in full force and effect; and 
 WHEREAS, the Borough did not receive any objections to its determination of its Present Need 
and Prospective Need numbers by February 28, 2025, resulting in a statutory automatic acceptance of the 
Borough’s Fourth Round Obligation on March 1, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2025, the Court entered an Order establishing the Borough’s fair share 
obligations for the Fourth Round as 209 units of Present Need and 45 units/credits of Prospective Need; 
and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Amended FHA, the Borough is required to adopt a Fourth 
Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan by June 30, 2025; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Affordable Housing Planner, Clarke Caton Hintz, drafted the Fourth 
Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, dated June 2, 2025 (the “HEFSP”), which was adopted by 
the Borough of Highland Park Planning Board (the “Planning Board”) on June 12, 2025, following a 
public hearing and pursuant to duly adopted Resolution No. P2025-03; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board determined that the Fourth Round HEFSP is consistent with the 
goals and objectives of the Borough’s current Master Plan and that the adoption and implementation of the 
Fourth Round HEFSP is in the public interest and protects the public health and safety, and promotes the 
general welfare; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park has reviewed and desires to 
endorse the Fourth Round HEFSP; and 

WHEREAS, the Fourth Round HEFSP incorporates a Fourth Round Spending Plan, attached 
hereto as Exhibit A (the "Spending Plan"), which outlines anticipated expenditures through the end of 2025, 
limited to affordability assistance activities and administrative costs as the HEFSP does not identify any 
compliance mechanisms that require the Borough to allocate municipal funding through affordable housing 
trust funds or other funding sources such as grants, bonding, or general revenues; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council desires to approve the Spending Plan, subject to review and 
approval by the Program and/or Courts; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council further desires to authorize the Mayor, Borough Clerk, and the 
Borough’s legal counsel to take all action necessary to ensure that the Fourth Round HEFSP is filed with 
the Program so that the Borough may retain immunity from all inclusionary lawsuits, including Builder’s 
Remedy Lawsuits. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park (the “Borough Council”) as follows: 

1. The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by reference as if set forth at length. 
2. The Borough Council hereby endorses the Fourth Round Housing Element and Fair Share 

Plan, dated June 2, 2025 (the “HEFSP”). 
3. The Borough Council desires to approve the Fourth Round Spending Plan incorporated in 

the HEFSP and attached hereto as Exhibit A, subject to review and approval by the 
Affordable Housing Dispute Resolution Program and/or Courts. 

4. The Mayor, Borough Clerk, and Borough’s legal counsel are authorized to take all action 
necessary to ensure that the HEFSP and the Fourth Round Spending Plan are filed with the 
Affordable Housing Dispute Resolution Program by June 30, 2025. 

5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.  
SO RESOLVED, as aforesaid.  
 
Resolution No. 6-25-167 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park, a public body corporate and politic of the State of 
New Jersey (the “Borough”), is authorized pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (the “Redevelopment Law”) to act as a redevelopment entity and to implement 
redevelopment plans and carry out redevelopment projects in the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Redevelopment Law, the Borough Council caused a redevelopment 
plan to be prepared for certain property located withing the Borough, entitled the “Highland Park 
Downtown Redevelopment Plan” (as amended, the “Redevelopment Plan”); and 

WHEREAS, as described in the Redevelopment Plan, the property currently designated as Block 
3001, Lot 3 (formerly known as Block 31, Lot 3) (the “Property”) has been designated as an “area in need 
of redevelopment” in accordance with the Redevelopment Law; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough received a proposal from United Estate Family Holding LLC (the 
“Conditional Redeveloper”), for the Property of a mixed-use project of approximately 28,288 square feet 
(including driveway), containing eighteen (18) total residential units, of which three (3) shall be affordable 
housing units, approximately 1,253 square feet in commercial space, and twenty-one (21) parking spaces, 
of which one (1) shall be an ADA-compliance parking space (collectively, the “Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the Borough and the Conditional Redeveloper intend to pursue pre-development 
activities regarding the Project, including but not limited to review of the Conditional Redeveloper’s 
proposal of the Project, negotiation in good faith and preparation of a redevelopment agreement and 
financial agreement, and other related actions (the “Pre-Development Activities”); and   

WHEREAS, the Conditional Redeveloper recognizes that the Borough will incur costs and 
expenses in connection with the Pre-Development Activities, and the Borough is willing to defray those 
costs and expenses, with no assurance of a particular result for the Conditional Redeveloper from the 
Borough; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into an interim cost and conditional redeveloper’s 
agreement with the Conditional Redeveloper (the “Interim Cost Agreement”), substantially in the form 
attached, to effectuate the funding of an escrow account and procedures for the payment therefrom of 
moneys to pay the Borough’s costs and expenses incurred in undertaking the Pre-Development Activities, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park as follows: 

Section 1. Generally. The aforementioned recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set 
forth at length. 

Section 2. Execution of Agreement. The Borough Council hereby authorizes the Borough 
Administrator to execute the Interim Cost Agreement substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit 
A, with such changes, deletions, and modifications in consultation with counsel as may be necessary or 
desirable to effectuate the transaction contemplated by this Resolution. However, neither the adoption of 
this Resolution, nor the execution of the Interim Cost Agreement authorized hereby, shall be construed in 
any way to bind the Borough to execute one or more definitive agreements with respect to the Project and/or 
the Property. 

Section 3. Designation of Conditional Redeveloper. United Estate Family Holding LLC is 
hereby designated as the Conditional Redeveloper of the Property for a period of one hundred and eighty 
(180) days from the execution of the Interim Cost Agreement by the Borough and the Conditional 
Redeveloper. 

Section 4. Severability. If any part of this Resolution shall be deemed invalid, such parts shall 
be severed and the invalidity thereby shall not affect the remaining parts of this Resolution. 

Section 5. Availability of the Resolution. A copy of this Resolution shall be available for 
public inspection at the office of the Borough Clerk.  

Section 6. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 
Resolution No. 6-25-168 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the annual 
Salary Resolution No. 1-25-12, which was adopted on January 7, 2025, showing the names, titles and 
salaries of the officers and employees of the Borough of Highland Park, is amended as follows:  
Alexander Triana, Police Officer, Salary $81,476.00, Effective 07/01/2025 
Christopher Lu, Tax Assessor Clerk, Salary $22,500.00, Effective 06/23/2025 
Robert DeLauro, Part- Time Librarian, $17.00 Hourly, Effective 06/01/2025 
Caitlyn Fulwood, Seasonal Summer Camp Director, Flat fee of $6,500, Effective 05/27/2025 
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Caitlyn Fulwood, Seasonal Summer Camp Director, Stipend $1,000, Effective 05/27/2025 
Jude Crowley, Seasonal Aftercare Counselor, $16.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Thara Belton, Seasonal Day Camp Counselor, $16.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Nitai Blank, Seasonal Day Camp Counselor, $16.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Ucli Yu, Seasonal Sports Camp Counselor, $15.49 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Anthony Steiner, Seasonal Head Day Camp Counselor, $18.50 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Brooke Holland, Seasonal Head Day Camp Counselor, $17.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Sarah Ciaccio, Seasonal Summer Camp Asst. Director, $20.40 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Mason Springer-Lipton, Seasonal Leadership Counselor, $19.25 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Harry Solomon, Seasonal Jr. Camp Counselor, $15.49 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Devorah Goldstein, Seasonal Head Counselor, $17.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Tyler Giesler, Seasonal Sports Camp Director, $21.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Dallas Kimball, Seasonal Sports Camp Counselor, $15.49 Hourly, Effective, 05/27/2025 
Carlan Donovan, Seasonal Head Day Camp Counselor, $17.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Blake Donovan, Seasonal Jr. Camp Counselor, $15.49 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Cooper Ballentine, Seasonal Sports Camp Counselor, $16.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Matthew Brzozowski, Seasonal Head Sports Camp Counselor, $17.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Jiya Patel, Seasonal Day Camp Counselor, $16.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Kaseem Qualls, Seasonal Day Camp Counselor, $16.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Bridget Perez, Seasonal Science Activity Leader, $18.50, Effective 05/28/2025 
Afia Asamoah, Seasonal Performing Arts, Activity Leader, $18.50 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Hannah Boyson, Seasonal Art Activity Leader, $18.50 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Lily Solomon, Seasonal Camp Counselor (Sub), $17.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
Jayne Smith, Seasonal Head Day Camp Counselor, $17.00 Hourly, Effective 05/27/2025 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to make the 
necessary changes in the payroll records of the Finance Department in accordance with the changes 
established by this resolution. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-169 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-24-269 adopted on December 10, 2024, the Borough 
Council awarded a contract to Vortex Services LLC for the cleaning and lining of the sewer mains and 
rehabilitation of manholes project, in an amount not to exceed $352,152.80; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to said Resolution a contract was duly executed; and 
WHEREAS, during the course of implementing the project, the Borough learned that additional 

CIPP lining of 8-inch clay sewer mains on 8th Avenue and additional police traffic control is needed for 
remaining work; and  
 WHEREAS, Vortex Services LLC estimates that the cost of $45,539.39 and the Borough’s 
Operations & Maintenance Contractor, USA-Highland Park, has reviewed the estimate and recommends 
that the Borough proceed with the Change Order No. 3; and 
 WHEREAS, Council has reviewed the proposed Change Order No. 3 for this contract and has 
approved the same subject to satisfaction of N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.9 relating to change orders; and 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Current Fund Account No. 5-05-55-500-423 in 
an amount not to exceed $45,539.39, for a total contract amount not to exceed $456,592.19, as reflected by 
the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer No. 2025-169. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that: 

1. The attached Change Order No. 3 with Vortex Services, LLC, 210 Bennett Road, Freehold, New 
Jersey 07728, in the amount of $45,539.39 for the Cleaning and Lining of Sewer Main and 
Rehabilitation of the Manholes Project is hereby approved. 

2. Certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to USA-Highland Park and the Chief Financial 
Officer. 

 
Resolution No. 6-25-170 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 9-24-221, adopted September 17, 2024, the Borough 
Council authorized execution of a contract with Fischer Contracting Inc. for Improvements to North Fourth 
Avenue, Denison Street and Harper Street, in an amount not to exceed $569,197.74; and  
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said resolution a contract was duly executed; and 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 12-24-267, adopted December 10, 2025, the Borough Council 
authorized Pay Estimate No. 1 in the amount of $410,151.83 in accordance with said Pay Estimate No. 1 
for work performed from October 23, 2024 to November 25, 2024; and 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 5-25-147, adopted May 20, 2025, the Borough Council authorized 
Pay Estimate No. 2 in the amount of $34,732.77, in accordance with said Pay Estimate No. 2 for work 
performed from November 18, 2024 to December 13, 2024; and  

WHEREAS, it appears from the Final Pay Estimate No. 3 and Close-out Change Order as set forth 
by CME Associates memo dated June 16, 2025, all work under said contract has been completed and 
approved and the Final Close-Out Change Order reflects the final contract quantities including reductions 
and increases in same due to actual field conditions encountered and various supplemental work and denotes 
a reduction of $69,061.52 in the revised contract amount and there is due to Fischer Contracting, Inc. the 
sum of $86,751.62 in accordance with said Pay Estimate for work performed from December 14, 2024 to 
June 6, 2025; and  
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 WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Capital Account No. C-04-55-832-001, in an 
amount not to exceed $86,751.62, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer, 
Certification No. 2025-58. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that  

1. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to pay Fischer Contracting, Inc. the 
sum of $86,751.62, as certified by the Engineer in the Final Pay Estimate No. 3, subject to the 
Clerk’s receipt of the Certified Payroll and Project Manning Reports and subject to the posting of 
a one-year maintenance bond in the amount of $79,745.43. 

1. Certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Borough Administrator, Chief Financial 
Officer and Fischer Contracting Inc. 

 
Resolution No. 6-25-171 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park wishes to stay in compliance with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (USEPA) Lead and Copper Rule and all New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection (NJDEP) regulations related to the inventory and replacement of all lead service 
lines by July 2031; and  
 WHEREAS, the Borough is in need of professional engineering services to assist with lead service 
line program planning, including inventory development and service line verification and the maintenance 
and update of the Borough’s Lead Service Line Replacement Plan; and  

WHEREAS, such engineering consulting services are professional services as defined in the Local 
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, CDM Smith is a qualified and licensed engineering consulting firm in the State of New 
Jersey with extensive experience working on water systems and lead service line issues and has submitted a 
technical proposal for continued inventory and planning work dated May 30, 2025 for a cost not to exceed 
$50,000; and 

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the 2025 Utility Budget Account No. 5-05-55-
500-233 for a total amount not to exceed $50,000, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief 
Financial Officer no. 2025-59.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park that: 

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized and directed to execute and attest on behalf of the 
Borough, a Professional Services Agreement with CDM Smith, 110 Fieldcrest Ave, #8, 6th Floor, 
Edison, NJ 08837, for Continued Inventory and Planning in an amount not to exceed $50,000.00, 
attached hereto.  

2. Copies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Chief Financial Officer and the Borough 
Administrator. 

 
Resolution No. 6-25-172 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution # 3-99-141, AHEPA Monroe Chapter 75 Nonprofit Housing 
Corp., a New Jersey Nonprofit Corporation (hereinafter referred to as the “Sponsor”) and the Borough of 
Highland Park (hereinafter referred to as the “Municipality”) entered into a Tax Abatement Agreement 
(hereinafter the “Agreement”) granting the Sponsor a thirty (30) year tax abatement  pursuant to the New 
Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency Law  of 1983, as amended (N.J.S.A.  55:14K-1 et. seq.) 
(hereinafter “HMFA Law”); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Agreement, the Sponsor agreed to construct a housing project 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Project”) on the site described as Lots 12, 13, and 15-21 of Block 46 as 
shown on the Official Assessment Map of the Borough of Highland, Middlesex County and commonly 
known as 223, 231 South Sixth Avenue, Highland Park, New Jersey (hereinafter referred to as “Property”); 
and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Agreement, on June 29, 2000, the Municipality and the Sponsor 
(referred to hereinafter as the “Parties”) entered into Mortgage Note Agreement (hereinafter referred to as 
“Mortgage”) for the principal amount of $200,000.00 at 4.5% interest, which is due no later than June 29, 
2025; and 

WHEREAS, the Mortgage was recorded on July 6, 2000, in the Middlesex County Clerk’s Office 
in Mortgage Book 063506, at Page 0410; and 

WHEREAS, the Mortgage was assigned to AHEPA Highland Park, LLC, a New Jersey Limited 
Liability Company, by virtue of an assignment of mortgage and mortgage note recorded on July 6, 2000, 
in the Middlesex County Clerk’s Office in Mortgage Book 787, at Page 813; and 

WHEREAS, the Sponsor has represented to the Municipality that the Project is and shall remain 
subject to the rent and income limits established by the federal Low Income Housing Tax Credit program 
pursuant to section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code (26 U.S.C. § 42); and 

WHEREAS, the Sponsor has unpaid accrued interest of $216,000, and has requested an extension 
of the mortgage note to June 30, 2030; and 

WHEREAS, the Sponsor intends to fully pay off the Mortgage; and  
WHEREAS, the Sponsor has requested that the term of the Mortgage continue to be in effect in a 

manner similar to the Proposed Agreement, annexed hereto as Exhibit A;  and  
WHEREAS, the Municipality has determined that extending the term of the Mortgage in a manner 

similar to the Proposed Agreement, annexed hereto as Exhibit A, is in the best interests of the Municipality, 
as it ensures that the affordable housing units at the Property remain affordable to low and moderate income 
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households for the full term of the deed restriction on the Property, thereby remaining creditworthy 
affordable units that are credited toward the Municipality’s affordable housing obligation.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, and the State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor or the Clerk of the 
Borough of Highland Park to execute an agreement to extend the term of the Mortgage Note Agreement in 
a manner similar to the Proposed Agreement;  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The term of the mortgage is extended and shall be due no later 
than June 30, 2030. The Principal Amount owed under the Mortgage Note is $200,000, plus $216,000 in 
accrued interest; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Sponsor will continue to accrue interest at a rate of 4.5% per 
annum; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the remaining terms of the mortgage agreement remain in full 
force and effect, except as amended herein; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mortgage Modification Agreement annexed hereto as 
Exhibit A is binding upon Sponsor and Municipality and all who succeed their rights. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-173 
 WHEREAS, the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) has established the 
Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) Grant Program to assist local governments 
with hiring and training of additional firefighters over three years; and  
 WHEREAS, the Highland Park Fire Department has identified the need for an additional full time 
firefighter and has recommended that the Borough apply for a grant to off-set the cost, which is estimated 
to be $335,000.00 over a three-year period; and  

WHEREAS, the FEMA SAFER Grant Program requires a 25% municipal cash match in year one 
and two, and 65% in year three, after which the municipality is responsible for the full cost of the position; 
and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park recognizes the need to increase 
full time staffing levels at the Highland Park Fire Department to enhance the Borough’s emergency 
response apparatus and supports the grant application. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

1. The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to submit a SAFER Grant application 
to the Federal Emergency Management Administration. 

2. The Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of 
the Borough of Highland Park and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and 
conditions and approves the execution of the grant agreement.   

 
Resolution No. 6-25-174 
 WHEREAS, Statewide Insurance Fund has established a grant program for its members to support 
general safety and loss prevention purchases; and  
 WHEREAS, the Highland Park Fire Department, Police Department, and Department of Public 
Works have identified several items that would further the Borough’s safety and loss prevention goals, 
including new hydrant connectors, traffic control gear, and a lift gate at a cost of no more than $5,867.50, 
the maximum allowed by the grant; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park finds it to be in the best interest 
of the public to purchase said equipment.    
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

1. The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to submit a Grant application to the 
Statewide Insurance Fund Grant program. 

2. The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized execute the grant agreement on behalf of the 
Borough of Highland Park and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and 
conditions and approves the execution of the grant agreement.   

 
Resolution No. 6-25-175 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all claims 
presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough Treasurer, and which 
have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the 
same are hereby approved; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of this 
meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in accordance with said 
Ordinance. 

1. The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 6/24/2025 can be found in the Bills List 
Journal Book No. 45. 

 
Second Public Participation. 
Mayor Foster opened the floor for public participation.    
 
Seth Shapiro said student congress has worked very hard this year on lowering the voting age for Board 
of Education Elections to 16. Over the past year student congress has been working closely and had many 
meetings with Vote 16 in New Jersey. Throughout the year we've worked with Vote 16 to develop legal 



Regular Meeting – June 24, 2025 
 
 

12 
 

 

framework for this as well as legal analysis from the New Jersey Institute of Social Justice as 
demonstrated in Newark.  Municipalities do have the power to lower the voting age in School Board 
Elections, so this is something that could be done by this council. Research and evidence shows that 
voting is a habit when people vote in their first eligible election. Turnout among 16 and 17 year olds has 
consistently exceeded that of older voters in Tacoma Park, Maryland. Similar results have been observed 
internationally in Austria, Scotland and Norway. To tie that into Highland Park, we conducted surveys 
this year with over 200 students and over 90% of them are in support for this resolution. We've gotten a 
lot of support from teachers within Highland Park High School. They think it would be an act of civic 
engagement for our students and it would allow students to voice their opinions and improve the school.  
Thank you so much for your time and consideration and we urge you to lower the voting age for the 
Board of Education Elections to 16 years old. 
 
There being no one, it was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council President Kim-
Chohan to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:  
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas. 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  None. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Mayor Foster responded I followed the students that led the vote in Newark that allowed 16 and 17 year 
olds to vote in the Board of Education Elections. I watched the results of the election. I thought it's a good 
exercise in civics because we don't teach civics in school anymore, and this is one way that young people 
can get involved civically. I do love the idea, please share whatever information you have with us so we 
all can take a look at it collectively and review it. We'll go to committee and we'll discuss this and we'll 
get back to you at some point. Thank you for doing this. 
 
There being no further business, on motion made by Council Member George and seconded by Council 
President Kim-Chohan and carried by affirmative voice vote of all Council Members present, the meeting 
adjourned at 7:45 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jennifer Santiago 
Borough Clerk 


