
  
1. Call to Order and Open Public Meetings Statement.
  
2. Pledge of Allegiance.
  
3. Roll Call.
  
4. Honors, Awards and Presentations.
  
5. Approval of Minutes.
   
 5.a MOTION to approve minutes as distributed: 

June 17, 2025 Work Session Mtg.       
June 24, 2025 Regular Mtg.   
July 1, 2025 Regular Mtg.
July 15, 2025 Regular Mtg.
July 15, 2025 Executive Session Mtg.                                          

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 12, 2025 – 7:00 PM 

To attend the meeting electronically, please follow the instructions below:

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://zoom.us/j/95031206343
or

Dial by telephone: 1 929 205 6099 
Webinar ID: 950 3120 6343

 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK:

The Mission of the Highland Park Borough Council is to establish a government based upon the
principles of good government: ethics, efficiency and the effective provision of services.

The Borough Council is committed to creating a thriving community, which is sustainable
economically, environmentally and socially.

The Borough Council is further committed to creating a community which values its unique and diverse
populations and encourages direct public participation in the governing process.

AGENDA

* Denotes Consent Agenda Posted Items. Ordinarily, consent agenda items, pursuant to Ordinance
No. 920, are not read nor debated unless there is a request by a member of Council or the public.
Furthermore, unless requested by a member of Council for a separate vote, all consent agenda items, as
per Council’s Rules of Order, Article IV, shall be considered in the form of one MOTION.
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                                                                       ROLL CALL VOTE
  
6. Council Reports.
  
7. Borough Administrator’s Report.
  
8. Borough Attorney’s Report.
  
9. Mayor’s Report.
  
10. Public Participation.

(21 minutes total; 3 minutes per speaker limited to items on this Agenda. Comments from members
of the public attending the meeting in-person will be heard first, followed by members of the public
attending the meeting via Zoom.)

  
11. Ordinances Requiring a Second Reading.
   
 11.a Ordinance No. 25-2115  An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 247 Titled "Licenses" to

Create Article V Titled "Filming" in the Municipal Code of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, New Jersey
 
a.  Public Hearing  
b.  MOTION to adopt/reject Ordinance 25-2115                             ROLL CALL VOTE

  
12. Ordinances Requiring a First Reading.
   
 12.a Ordinance No. 25-2116  An Ordinance Amending Chapter 9, "Boards, Committees and

Commissions," Article 1, "Human Relations Commission," by Amending Subsection 9-1
"Appointment" of the Code of the Borough of Highland Park Human Relations
Commission 
 
MOTION to approve/reject Ordinance No. 25-2116, authorize publication as required by
law, and set up public hearing for September 2, 2025. ROLL CALL VOTE

  
13. Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions.

MOTION to adopt/reject ROLL CALL VOTE
   
 13.a *8-25-186  Resolution to Accept 2024 Audit
   
 13.b *8-25-187  Resolution to Approve Pay Estimate No. 4 for Water Service Line Field

Verification by Hydro Excavation for Lead Service Line Inventory Project with ConQuest
Construction Inc.

   
 13.c *8-25-188  Resolution Authorizing Memorandum of Understanding Between the Borough

of Highland Park and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Regarding
Property Acquisitions through the Blue Acres Program

   
 13.d *8-25-189  Resolution to Appoint Housing Authority Member - Priscilla Hera
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 13.e *8-25-190  Chapter 159 - 2025 Distracted Driving Crackdown Grant
   
 13.f *8-25-191  Chapter 159 - Municipal Alliance Grant
   
 13.g *8-25-192  Resolution Authorizing Cancellation of Taxes for Block 3002, Lots 3, 4, 5, 6,

8, 30, and 37 (420-424 Raritan Avenue)
   
 13.h *8-25-193 Resolution Authorizing NJUCF Green Communities Grant Application and

Execution of a Grant Agreement for Tree Inventory and Community Forestry
Management Plan Development

   
 13.i *8-25-194  Resolution Authorizing Application to the New Jersey Historical Commission

2025 Historical Markers Program's 250th Initiative
   
 13.j *8-25-195 Resolution Authorizing Grant Application and Agreement for a FY 2026

Capital Improvement Legislative Aid Grant for Improvements to Molimock-Graff Park
   
 13.k *8-25-196 Resolution Authorizing Submission of an Arts Grant Application with Arts

Institute of Middlesex County - 2026 Program Grants
   
 13.l *8-25-197  Resolution Authorizing Extension of Local Support of a Class Five Retail

License for Floro Highland Park, LLC to Operate a Retail Cannabis Business at 85 Raritan
Avenue

   
 13.m *8-25-198  Resolution Authorizing Amendment to Annual Salary Resolution
   
 13.n *8-25-199  Resolution Authorizing Purchase of Pole Banners for Woodbridge Avenue
   
 13.o *8-25-200 Resolution Authorizing Issuance of a Request for Proposals for Construction

Management/Construction Inspection Services Related to the 2016 Safe Routes to School
Project

   
 13.p *8-25-201  Resolution to Approve Bills List
  
14. Resolutions requiring a Separate Reading.
   
 14.a 8-25-202  Chapter 85 - Resolution to Request a Change in Title, Text, or Amount of

Appropriation
MOTION adopt/reject.                                                 ROLL CALL VOTE

  
15. Appointments.

Crossing Guards
     Karen Aarons
     Jenifer Calo 
     Theresa Foxx 
     Charlene Gee 
     Carol Gordon
     Christopher Lopez
     Lucille Morris
     Jacqueline Rhein
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     Deborah Reddick Smith
 
Zoning Board of Adjustment
      Ellen Walsh, Alternate No. 1
      Joyce Leslie, Alternate No. 2
 
 
Mental Health Commission
     Veer Pathak
 
Highland Park Volunteer Fire Department:                  Darren Dougherty
MOTION TO CONFIRM                                                            ROLL CALL VOTE
 

  
16. Second Public Participation.

(3 minutes per speaker on any topic; subject to 9 PM conclusion. Comments from members of the public
attending the meeting in-person will be heard first, followed by members of the public attending the meeting via
Zoom.)

  
17. MOTION to adjourn.
  
18. Next Scheduled Meeting:  September 2, 2025 @ 7 PM
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ORDINANCE NO. 25-2115 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 247 TITLED “LICENSES” TO CREATE 

ARTICLE V TITLED “FILMING” IN THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH 

OF HIGHLAND PARK, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park, 

Middlesex County, find it in the best interest of the public to amend Chapter 247, Licensing, of 

the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Highland Park to create Article V, Filming, as 

it pertains to the requirement for a permit for filming within the Borough, as described below; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough recognizes that becoming a Film Ready community will attract 

film and television productions, boosting the local economy through direct spending at businesses, 

creating local jobs, supporting small businesses, increasing tourism, and promoting Highland Park 

as a desirable destination for future investment and growth; and 

 

WHEREAS, filming can involve a large number of crew members and actors, as well as 

equipment, trailers, and motor vehicles, which have the potential to disrupt day-to-day activities 

for residents, businesses, and visitors; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to adopt regulations that will ensure the safety and 

welfare of its residents while maintaining the Borough's support for the film and entertainment 

industry; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to be eligible for certification under the Film Ready New 

Jersey program, an initiative of the New Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commission 

(NJMPTVC), which enables New Jersey municipalities to effectively accommodate on-location 

filming and market their communities as filming destinations; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey hereby set forth the procedures and 

policies for film permits as follows: 

 

Deletions are noted by strike throughs 

Additions are indicated in bold underline 

Language that remains unchanged is not highlighted in any way 

 

§ 247-41 Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

 

FILMING— The taking of still or motion pictures either on film or videotape or similar 

recording medium, for commercial or educational purposes intended for viewing on 

television, in theaters or for institutional uses. The provisions of this chapter shall not be 

deemed to include the "filming" of news stories within the municipality.  

 

MAJOR MOTION PICTURE— Any film which is financed and/or distributed by a major 

motion picture studio, including but not limited to the following: NBCUniversal, including 

Peacock; Warner Bros. Discovery, including New Line Cinema, HBO, DC Studios and Castle 

Rock Entertainment; Paramount Pictures, including Miramax, MTV Films, Showtime, 

Skydance, Dreamworks and Nickelodeon Movies; Walt Disney Studios, including 20th 

Century Studios, Searchlight Pictures, Hulu and Marvel Studios; Sony Pictures, including 

Columbia Pictures, Screen Gems and Tristar Pictures; Amazon MGM Studios; Netflix 

Studios; A24; any film for which the budget is at least $20,000,000; or any recurrent weekly 

television series programming.  

 

PUBLIC LANDS — Any and every public street, highway, sidewalk, square, public park or 

playground or any other public place within the municipality which is within the jurisdiction 

and control of the municipality. 
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Ordinance No. 25-2115 

Page 2 

 

 

§ 247-42 Permit Required. 

A. No person or organization shall film or permit filming on public or on private property 

where such filming involves the use of public property for the operation, placement or 

temporary storage of vehicles or equipment utilized in such filming, including, but not 

limited to, any temporary structure, barricade or device intended to restrict or block off 

pedestrian or vehicular traffic, without first having obtained a permit from the office of 

the Municipal Clerk, which permit shall set forth the approved location of such filming 

and the approved duration of such filming by specific reference to day or dates. Said 

permit must be readily available for inspection by Borough officials at all times at the site 

of the filming. 

 

B. All permits shall be applied for and obtained from the office of the Municipal Clerk 

during normal business hours. Applications for such permits shall be in a form approved 

by the Municipal Clerk and be accompanied by a permit fee in the amount established 

by § 247-50. 

 

C. If a permit is issued and, due to inclement weather or other good cause, filming does not 

in fact take place on the dates specified, the Municipal Clerk may, at the request of the 

applicant, issue a new permit for filming on other dates subject to full compliance with 

all other provisions of this chapter. No additional fee shall be paid for this permit. 

 

§ 247-43 Issuance of Permits. 

 

A. No permits will be issued by the Municipal Clerk unless applied for prior to four days 

before the requested shooting date; provided, however, that the Borough Administrator 

may waive the four-day period if, in her judgment, the applicant has obtained all related 

approvals and adjacent property owners or tenants do not need to be notified. 

 

B. No permit shall be issued for filming upon public lands within the Borough unless the 

applicant for such permit: 

 

(1) Provides proof of insurance coverage as follows: 

a. For bodily injury to any one person in the amount of $500,000 and any occurrence 

in the aggregate amount of $1,000,000. 

b. For property damage for each occurrence in the aggregate amount of $300,000. 

(2) Posts a cash bond of $500 or a maintenance bond of $1,000 in favor of the Borough 

for protecting and ensuring that the site of the filming in a satisfactory condition (free 

of debris, rubbish and equipment), and that all Borough laws and regulations are 

followed. Within ten days of the completion of the filming, the Borough return the 

bond if there is no damage to public or private property or public expense caused by 

the filming. 

(3) Signs an agreement whereby the applicant indemnifies and saves harmless the 

municipality from any and all liability, expense, claim or damages resulting from the 

use of public lands. 

 

C. The hiring of off-duty police and fire inspections, according to agreed upon public safety 

plan must follow all Departmental processes, including required approvals and 

procedures. Off-duty police officers are required if filming involves firearms, 

pyrotechnics, or hazardous materials; costumes resembling public personnel uniforms; 

street or lane closures or traffic control; stunts or special effects; animals or unusual 

scenes; high profile celebrity appearances; night shooting or other public safety concerns, 

at the discretion of the chief law enforcement officer. 

 

D. Filming is permitted Monday to Sunday, 7:00 AM – 9:00 PM (camera wrap) and crew 

wrap at 10:00pm. Extended hours for non-residential areas may be approved if 

disturbances are de minimis. Night filming restrictions shall only apply to a Project with 

exterior filming. 

 

E. The holder of the permit shall take all reasonable steps to minimize interference with the 

free passage of pedestrians and traffic over public lands and shall comply with all lawful 

directives issued by the Police Department with respect thereto. 
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§ 247-44 Interference with Public Activity; Notice of Filming. 

 

A. The holder of a permit shall conduct filming in such a manner as to minimize the 

inconvenience or discomfort to adjoining property owners attributable to such filming 

and shall, to the extent practicable, abate noise and park vehicles associated with such 

filming off the public streets. 

 

B. The holder shall avoid any interference with previously scheduled activities upon public 

lands and limit, to the extent possible, any interference with normal public activity on 

such public lands. Where the applicant's production activity, by reason of location or 

otherwise, will directly involve and/or affect any businesses, merchants or residents, these 

parties shall be given written notice of the filming at least three days prior to the 

requested shooting date and be informed that objections may be filed with the Municipal 

Clerk, said objections to form a part of applicant's application and be considered in the 

review of the same. Proof of service of notification to adjacent owners shall be submitted 

to the Municipal Clerk within two days of the requested shooting date. 

 

§ 247-45 Refusal to Issue Permit; Employment of Police Officer and Electrician. 

 

A. The Borough Administrator may refuse to issue a permit whenever the Administrator 

determines, on the basis of objective facts and after a review of the application and a 

report thereon by the Police Department and by other Borough agencies involved with 

the proposed filming site, that filming at the location and/or the time set forth in the 

application would violate any law or ordinance or would unreasonably interfere with the 

use and enjoyment of adjoining properties, unreasonably impede the free flow of 

vehicular or pedestrian traffic or otherwise endanger the public's health, safety or 

welfare. 

 

B. Further, at the discretion of the chief law enforcement officer and agreed upon public 

safety plan, one or more on-site Police Officers may be required in situations where the 

proposed production may impede the proper flow of traffic, the cost of said Police Officer 

to be borne by the applicant as a cost of production. Where existing electrical power lines 

are to be utilized by the production, an on-site licensed electrician may be similarly 

required if the production company does not have a licensed electrician on staff. 

 

§ 247-46 Appeals. 

 

A. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Borough Administrator denying or revoking a 

permit or a person requesting relief may appeal to the Borough Council. A written notice 

of appeal setting forth the reasons for the appeal shall be filed with the Administrator. 

 

B. An appeal from the decision of the Administrator shall be filed within 10 days of the 

Administrator's decision. The Borough Council shall set the matter down for a hearing 

within 30 days of the day on which the notice of appeal was filed. The decision of the 

Borough Council shall be in the form of a resolution supporting the decision of the 

Borough Administrator at the first regularly scheduled public meeting of the Borough 

Council after the hearing on the appeal, unless the appellant agrees in writing to a later 

date for the decision. If such a resolution is not adopted within the time required, the 

decision of the Administrator shall be deemed to be reversed, and a permit shall be issued 

in conformity with the application or the relief shall be deemed denied. 

 

§ 247-47 Waiver of Requirements of Chapter by Administrator. 

 

The Borough Administrator may authorize a waiver of any of the requirements, provisions 

or restrictions of this chapter if the Administrator determines that a waiver thereof may be 

granted without endangering the public health, safety and welfare. In determining whether 

to issue a waiver, the Administrator shall consider the following factors: 
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A. Potential traffic congestion at the location. 

 

B. The applicant's ability to remove the applicant's vehicles and equipment from the public 

streets or other public property. 

 

C. The extent to which the applicant is requesting restrictions on the use of public streets or 

public parking facilities during filming. 

 

D. The nature of the filming, including whether filming will take place indoors or outdoors, 

and the proposed hours for filming. 

 

E. The extent to which the filming may affect adjoining and nearby property owners and 

occupants. 

 

F. The Borough's prior experience with the applicant, if any. 

 

§ 247-48 Copies of Permit; Inspections. 

 

Copies of the approved permit will be sent to the Police and Fire Departments before 

filming takes place and to the New Jersey Film Commission. The applicant shall permit 

the Fire Prevention Bureau or other Borough inspectors to inspect the site and the 

equipment to be used, if deemed necessary. The applicant shall comply with all safety 

instruction issued by the Fire Prevention Bureau or other Borough inspectors. 

 

§ 247-49 Reimbursement of Certain Costs. 

 

In addition to any other fees or costs mentioned in this chapter, the applicant shall 

reimburse the Borough for any lost revenue, such as parking meter revenue, repairs to 

public property or other revenues that the Borough was prevented from earning because 

of filming. 

 

§ 247-50 Fees. 

 

The schedule of fees for the issuance of permits authorized by this chapter are as follows: 

 

A. Basic filming permit: $100. Where an applicant requests a waiver of the provision of § 

247-43A requiring expedited processing of a permit application less than four days  of 

the filming date, the basic filming permit fee for processing the application on an 

expedited basis shall be $250. 

 

B. Daily filming fee payable in addition to the basic filming permit when filming entirely on 

public property: $150 per day. 

 

C. Daily filming fee payable for major motion picture when filming entirely on public 

property: $500 per day. 

 

D. Filming permit for nonprofit applicants filming for educational purposes, including 

student films (no daily rate required): $25. 

 

E. Filming on private property: no daily filming fee will be imposed 

 

§ 247-51 Violations and Penalties. 

 

Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be 

punished by a fine not exceeding $2,000, imprisonment in the county/municipal jail for a 

term not exceeding 90 days, or a period of community service not exceeding 90 days, or any 

combination thereof as determined by the Municipal Court Judge. Each day on which a 

violation of an ordinance exists shall be considered a separate and distinct violation and shall 

be subject to imposition of a separate penalty for each day of the violation as the Municipal 

Court Judge may determine. 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any paragraph, section, subsection, sentence, 

sentence clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or 

unconstitutional by any court or administrative agency of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall 

be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision of such holding shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining paragraphs or sections hereof.  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent 

with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and 

publication in accordance with applicable law. 

 

 

 

Introduced at the meeting on June 24, 2025 

 

Adopted:   

 

ATTEST:      APPROVED:   

 

 

       ________________________  

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk                   Elsie Foster, Mayor 
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ORDINANCE NO. 25-2116 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 9 “BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND 

COMMISSIONS,” ARTICLE 1 “HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION,” BY 

AMENDING SUBSECTION 9-1 “APPOINTMENT” OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park (the “Borough”) is desirous of amending 

Chapter 9 “Boards, Committees and Commissions,” by amending section 9-1.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park that the following section of Chapter 9 of the Borough Code is hereby amended to 

read as follows:  

 

Deletions are noted by strike throughs 

Additions are indicated in bold underline 

Language that remains unchanged is not highlighted in any way 

 

Chapter 9. Boards, Committees and Commissions 

Article 1. Human Relations Commission 

9-1.  Appointment. 

A.  There is established a Human Relations Commission, which shall be an agency of the 

Borough.  The Local Human Relations Commission shall consist of 21 11 members residents 

of the Borough, all of whom shall serve without compensation. Each Nine members shall be 

residents of the Borough appointed by the Mayor for a full-term of three years, commencing on 

April 17 January 1 of each year, and until his or her successor is appointed and qualified.  Two 

members shall be liaisons appointed by the Mayor for a term of one year pursuant to 

subsection H. of this section.  A quorum for the purposes of conducting business of the 

Human Relations Commission shall consist of a simple majority of the appointed members.  

B.  The terms of the members first appointed shall be so determined that to the greatest practical 

extent the expiration of such terms shall be distributed evenly over the first three years after their 

appointment, provided that the initial term of no member shall exceed three years. Thereafter, the 

terms of each member shall be for three years. Nothing in this subsection shall, however, be 

construed to affect the term of any present member of the Human Relations Commission, all of 

whom shall continue in office until the completion of the term for which they were appointed. 

The Mayor shall annually appoint, with the advice and consent of the Borough Council, a 

Chairperson whose term shall commence April 17. 

Terms. The regular term of office for the Human Relations Commission shall be for three 

years. Each member shall hold office until a successor is appointed pursuant to § 9-1A. The 

initial term shall commence January 1 and expire December 31. The second term for 

appointments as of January 1, shall be staggered as follows: 

(1) Class A – one-year appointment, three years thereafter 

(2) Class A – one-year appointment, three years thereafter 

(3) Class A – one-year appointment, three years thereafter 

(4) Class B – two-year appointment, three years thereafter 

(5) Class B – two-year appointment, three years thereafter 

(6) Class B – two-year appointment, three years thereafter 

(7) Class C – three-year appointment, three years thereafter 

(8) Class C – three-year appointment, three years thereafter 

(9) Class C – three-year appointment, three years thereafter 

(10) Class C – three-year appointment, three years thereafter 

(11) Class C – three-year appointment, three years thereafter 
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The Mayor shall annually appoint, with the advice and consent of the Borough Council, 

a Chairperson whose term shall commence January 1 and expire December 31. 

C. A vacancy occurring otherwise by expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired term 

only. In the event that a Board vacancy occurs, the Mayor shall appoint a replacement 

member who shall complete the remaining term. 

D. There shall also be two alternate members of the Human Relations Commission appointed by 

the Mayor of the Borough, whose term shall commence January 1 and expire December 31. 

The alternate members shall be designated at the time of the appointment by the Mayor as 

"Alternate No. 1" and "Alternate No. 2." The terms of the alternate members shall be for three 

years from the date of appointment, except that the terms of the alternate members shall be such 

that the term of not more than one alternate member shall expire in any one year; provided, 

however, that in no instance shall be terms of the alternate members first appointed exceed two 

years.  

E. The alternate members may participate in discussions of the proceedings but may not vote 

except in the absence or disqualification of a regular member. A vote shall not be delayed in 

order that a regular member may vote instead of an alternate member. In the event that a choice 

must be made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1 shall vote. 

F. In addition to the full-term regular members, there shall may be two student members who 

shall be appointed in the same manner for terms of one year, whose term shall commence 

January 1 and expire December 31. Student members shall have completed their sophomore 

year in high school at the time of their appointment and may not be appointed or reappointed 

after graduation from high school. 

G. In addition to the full-term regular members, there shall be a Board of Education Liaison, 

appointed by the Mayor of the Borough of Highland Park, whose term shall commence 

January 1 and expire December 31. The Liaison shall be appointed for a one-year term. The 

Liaison may participate in discussions of the proceedings but may not vote. 

H. In addition to the full-term members, there There shall be a Police Department Liaison and a 

Library Liaison, appointed by the Mayor of the Borough of Highland Park, whose term shall 

commence January 1 and expire December 31. The Liaisons shall each be appointed for a 

one-year term. The Liaisons may participate in discussions of the proceedings and shall be 

considered regular members who may vote. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or 

provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall 

apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so adjudicated, and the 

remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 

provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon 

adoption and publication according to law. 
 

Introduced at the meeting on August 12, 2025 
 

Adopted:   

 

ATTEST:      APPROVED:   

 

 

       ________________________  

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk                   Elsie Foster, Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-186 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an 

annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and 
  

 WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2024 has been filed by a Registered 

Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk as per the requirements of N.J.S. 40A:5-6, and a copy has 

been received by each member of the governing body, and 
  

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey is authorized to prescribe reports  

pertaining to the local fiscal affairs, as per R.S. 52:27BB-34, and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated a regulation requiring that the governing 

body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey 

that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit 

entitled: 

 General Comments 

 Recommendations 

and 
 

 WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed as a minimum the 

Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled: 
 

 General Comments 

 Recommendations 

as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body, and 
 

 WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later than 

forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, as per the regulations of the Local Finance Board, and 
 

 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves 

with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated 

aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board, and 
 

 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the promulgations of the Local Finance Board of the State of 

New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 

52:27BB-52 - to wit: 
 

 R.S. 52:27BB-52 - "A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date fixed for 

compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local Government 

Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 

conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not 

more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office." 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of the Borough of Highland 

Park, hereby states that it has complied with the promulgation of the Local Finance Board of the State of 

New Jersey dated July 30, 1968 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution, and the required 

affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance. 
 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby certify the 

above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of said Borough on August 12, 

2025. 
 

 

             

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-187 

HIGHLAND PARK BOROUGH 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PAY ESTIMATE NO. 4 FOR WATER SERVICE LINE FIELD 

VERIFICATION BY HYDRO EXCAVATION FOR LEAD SERVICE LINE INVENTORY 

PROJECT WITH CONQUEST CONSTRUCTION INC. 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-24-270, adopted December 10, 2024, the Borough 

Council authorized execution of a contract with ConQuest Construction Inc. for the Water Service Line 

Field Verification by Hydro Excavation for Lead Service Line Inventory, in an amount not to exceed 

$792,100.00, without further resolution of Council; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to said resolution a contract was duly executed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution 4-25-116, adopted on April 15, 2025, the Borough Council authorized 

Pay Estimate No. 1 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $32,857.44 in accordance with said Pay 

Estimate for work performed from March 26, 2025 to March 31, 2025; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution 5-25-146, adopted on May 20, 2025, the Borough Council authorized 

Pay Estimate No. 2 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $106,039.92 in accordance with said Pay 

Estimate for work performed from April 1, 2025 to April 22, 2025; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution 7-25-180, adopted on July 1, 2025, the Borough Council authorized 

Pay Estimate No. 3 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $106,039.92 in accordance with said Pay 

Estimate for work performed from May 13, 2025 to June 3, 2025; and; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it appears from Pay Estimate No. 4, filed by USA-Highland Park, the Borough’s 

Water and Sewer Utility Operator, that certain work under said contract has been completed and approved, 

and there is due to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $206,852.52 in accordance with said Pay 

Estimate for work performed from June 5, 2025 to July 18, 2025; and  

 

 WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Grant Fund Account No. G-02-41-802-

201, in an amount not to exceed $206,852.52, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by the 

Chief Financial Officer Certification No. 2025-63. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 

Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey,  that: 

 

1. The Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized and directed to pay ConQuest Construction 

Inc., 450 South River Road, Hackensack NJ 07601, the sum of $206,852.52, as certified by USA-

Highland Park in Pay Estimate No. 4, subject to the Clerk’s receipt of the Certified Payroll and 

Project Manning Reports and additional documents as necessary; 

 

2. That certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Borough Administrator, Chief Financial 

Officer, USA-Highland Park and ConQuest Construction Inc. 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New 

Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Borough Council of 

said Borough on August 12, 2025. 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-188 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX  

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING BY AND BETWEEN THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

RELATED TO THE BLUE ACRES PROGRAM AND 446 HARRISON AVENUE 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:8C-49, the Blue Acres Program, administered by the 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (hereinafter referred to as “DEP”), has 

dedicated funding to acquire properties statewide for flood mitigation and climate resilience 

purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, such acquisitions and the removal of improvements situated on properties 

acquired for flood mitigation and climate resilience purposes will alleviate adverse physical, 

social, and economic impacts that beset the residents of the immediate area during periodic 

flooding and also will result in lessening the intensity of periodic flooding by increasing the area 

of absorption of flood waters; and 

 

WHEREAS, such acquisitions and the removal of improvements situated on properties 

acquired for flood mitigation and climate resilience purposes will reduce the need for municipal 

services to the properties acquired; and 

 

WHEREAS, the DEP determined that 446 Harrison Avenue in Highland Park, which was 

substantially damaged from Hurricane Ida, met the criteria for acquisition through the Blue Acres 

Program and was purchased in June 2024; and  

 

WHEREAS, upon acquisition of the properties referenced herein by the DEP, it is the 

intention of the DEP that said properties shall be managed by the Borough of Highland Park 

(hereinafter referred to as the “Borough”) pursuant to the terms of the Memorandum of 

Understanding (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”), attached hereto as Attachment A; 

and 

WHEREAS, the DEP and the Borough (hereinafter referred to as the “Parties”) agree that 

this Agreement is in the best interests of the public; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Parties, under the powers vested in them by law, have determined that it 

is in the Parties' mutual interest to enter into this Agreement. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that: 

 

1. The foregoing recitals are hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. 

 

2. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the Memorandum of 

Understanding with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, in a form 
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Resolution No. 8-25-188 

Page 2 

 

 

substantially similar to the agreement attached hereto as Attachment A, subject to the 

review and approval of the Borough Attorney. 

 

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on August 12, 2025. 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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 Revised 4/12/2024 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

 

 THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“Agreement”) is made this 12th day of August 2025, 

by and between  

 

 THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, with 

its principal office in the Department of Environmental Protection Building, 401 East State Street, Trenton, New 

Jersey 08625 (hereinafter referred to as the “DEP”), and 

 

 THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK, with its principal office at 221 South Fifth Avenue, 

Highland Park, New Jersey 08904 (hereinafter referred to as the “Municipality”);  

 

DEP and the Municipality are collectively referred to herein as the “Parties.” 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:8C-49, the Blue Acres Program, administered by DEP, has 

dedicated funding to acquire properties statewide for flood mitigation and climate resilience purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, such acquisitions and the removal of improvements situated on properties acquired for flood 

mitigation and climate resilience purposes will alleviate adverse physical, social, and economic impacts that beset 

the residents of the immediate area during periodic flooding and also will result in lessening the intensity of 

periodic flooding by increasing the area of absorption of flood waters; and  

 

WHEREAS, such acquisitions and the removal of improvements situated on properties acquired for flood 

mitigation and climate resilience purposes will reduce the need for municipal services to the properties acquired;  

 

WHEREAS, upon acquisition of the properties referenced herein by DEP, it is the intention of the 

Municipality and DEP that said properties shall be managed by the Municipality pursuant to the terms of this 

Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Parties agree that this Agreement is in the best interests of the public; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Parties under the powers vested to them by law, have determined that it is in the Parties’ 

mutual interest to enter into this Agreement; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, terms conditions, promises, and 

obligations contained herein, which the Parties acknowledge to be good and sufficient consideration to support 

this Agreement and bind and obligate the Parties hereto, the Parties hereto agree as follows: 

 

1. The Parties will periodically accept applications for the acquisition of properties within the Municipality 

that have been damaged or may be prone to future damage due to sea-level rise, storms, or storm-related 
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flooding, or that may buffer or protect other lands from such damage. For the purposes of this Agreement, 

“property or properties” refers to the list of properties identified in Exhibit 1, as may be amended, which 

is attached hereto and made a part hereof.  

 

2. Upon such applications being accepted, DEP, through negotiations with the property owners, shall 

undertake the acquisition of such properties. 

 

3. Upon the acquisition of each property and the vacating thereof by the owners and/or tenants, the DEP 

shall inform the Municipality in writing. The Municipality shall, upon receipt of such written notice from 

the DEP, immediately undertake management, as hereinafter described in Section 5, of each acquired 

property. In advance of closing, homeowners are advised to vacate and secure their homes upon the 

transfer of the closing proceeds to the homeowners and of the property to DEP. Keys shall be provided to 

the designated point of contact within the Municipality or the DEP.  

 

4. The demolition of the improvements on the properties identified herein shall be completed by a designated 

demolition company secured and administered by the DEP through the State’s Department of Treasury. 

The full cost of the demolition shall be borne by the DEP. Upon the completion of demolition, structure 

removal, and any other related activities, the Municipality shall thereafter continue to undertake the 

management of each acquired property.  

 

5. “Management” of the acquired properties shall include, but not be limited to, pre and post-demolition 

oversight, security, and maintenance of the properties and shall include but not be limited to the following: 

securing windows and/or doors by installing locks, boards, or by other means; providing access for utility 

meter removal; allocating adequate police resources to monitor the property to prevent unauthorized 

trespass, loitering, unlicensed entry of structures, and criminal mischief; installing temporary fencing, if 

necessary; grass cutting; installing signage, as needed and appropriate; coordinating with the State’s 

Department of Treasury representative responsible for oversight of demolition, removal and related 

activities, if needed, for safe and efficient completion of these activities; managing vegetation within the 

properties, as needed, to maintain safety; assisting with any water and/or sewer account closings; sidewalk 

snow removal; assisting with any federally required inspections; enforcing the property boundaries; and 

preventing encroachments by adjacent property owners. Such management shall be at the sole cost and 

expense of the Municipality. 

 

6. The parties hereto agree that the Municipality’s management of the properties acquired, as well as the 

other obligations of the Municipality set forth herein, shall commence upon receiving written notification 

from the DEP that a property has been acquired and shall continue for a period of ten (10) years. At the 

end of such term, this Agreement shall automatically renew upon the same terms and conditions as set 

forth herein, unless otherwise expressly agreed to by the parties.  

 

7. The Parties hereto agree that upon closing, the acquired properties shall remain in their natural state as 

open space but that the Municipality may utilize them for passive recreation and conservation purposes. 

These uses shall be consistent with the purposes of DEP’s statutes, regulations, and/or guidelines, any 

State or federal deed restrictions filed with the deeds to the acquired properties, and any other applicable 

State and federal guidelines and restrictions. The Municipality should provide notice to the Blue Acres 

Program prior to initiation of the proposed use.    
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8. No disturbance, construction, grading, soil removal, fill, plantings, or other physical changes may be made 

to the properties without the prior review and express written approval of the DEP. Such review and 

approval is separate from, and in addition to, any other local, State or federal permits, certificates, or other 

approvals, that may be required. The Municipality must give the DEP ample time, depending on the scope 

and scale of the proposed project, to review any proposed physical changes to and/or modifications of the 

properties. The Municipality shall contact the DEP about any such proposed physical changes and/or 

modifications during the conceptual, design and construction drawing development related to the proposed 

modifications. The DEP strongly recommends the Municipality schedule a preliminary meeting to provide 

opportunity for the Municipality’s introduction of the potential modifications it is considering and 

preliminary feedback and guidance from the DEP pertaining to permitted uses, review process, and 

obligations associated with temporary or permanent altercations to State-owned lands. Any approved use 

would be reflected in a separate Management and Use Agreement between DEP and the Municipality. 

 

Indemnification 

 

9. The Municipality hereby agrees that upon assumption of its management of the properties:  

 

A. The Municipality shall, for itself, its successors, and assigns, assume all risks and liabilities arising out of 

the Municipality's management of the properties. The Municipality covenants to defend, protect, 

indemnify, and save harmless DEP and hereby releases DEP and each of its officers, agents, employees, 

successors, and assignees from and against any and all such liabilities, losses, damages, costs, expenses 

(including attorney's fees and expenses), causes of action, suits, claims, demands, or judgments of every 

nature arising from or claimed to arise, in whole or in part, in any manner out of, be occasioned by, or 

result from: 

 

(i) Any injury to, or the death of, any person in or on, or any damage to property which occurs 

in, on, or about the properties, or in any manner growing out of or connected with the use, 

nonuse, condition, management, or maintenance of the properties by the Municipality, its 

agents, employees, contractors, invitees (express of implied) or anyone claiming by or through 

the Municipality;  

 

(ii) Violation of any agreement or condition of this Agreement by the Municipality, its agents, 

employees, contractors, invitees (express or implied), or anyone claiming by or through the 

Municipality;  

 

(iii) Violation by the Municipality of any contracts, agreements, or restrictions of record 

concerning the properties or any federal or State law or regulation affecting the properties 

and/or the Municipality’s management and maintenance thereof; or 

 

(iv) Any act, error or omission by the Municipality, its agents, employees, contractors, invitees 

(express or implied), or anyone claiming by or through the Municipality in the performance 

of this Agreement.  
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B. DEP and the Municipality shall, as soon as practicable after a claim has been made against either of them, 

give written notice thereof to the other, along with full and complete particulars of the claim. If the claim 

is brought against DEP, the Municipality, or any of their agents, servants, or employees, the Municipality 

or DEP shall expeditiously forward or have forwarded to the other every demand, complaint, notice, 

summons, pleading, or other process received by or then in their possession or the possession of its 

representatives.  

 

C. The Municipality's liability pursuant to this Section 9 shall continue after the termination or expiration 

of this Agreement with regard to causes of action arising or claimed to arise prior to the termination 

or expiration hereof and/or in accordance with the obligations of the Municipality under this 

Agreement that survive such termination or expiration.  

 

D. The indemnifications set forth in this Section 9 are not limited by, but are in addition to, the insurance 

obligations contained in this Agreement. 

 

E. The indemnifications set forth in this Section 9 shall in no way limit the obligations assumed by the 

Municipality under this Agreement, nor shall they be construed to relieve the Municipality from any 

liability or to preclude DEP from taking any other actions available to it under any provisions of this 

Agreement or at law or in equity. 

 

F. All claims asserted against DEP by the Municipality shall be subject to the New Jersey Tort Claims 

Act, N.J.S.A. 59:1-1 et seq., and/or the New Jersey Contractual Liability Act, N.J.S.A. 59:13-1 et seq. 

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver by DEP of any warranty, express or implied, 

or of any remedy at law or in equity. 

 

 Insurance 

 

10. The Municipality further agrees that upon assumption of its management of the properties:  

 

A. The Municipality shall, at its sole cost and expense, obtain and maintain at all times during the term 

of this Agreement, insurance on the properties, and any improvements thereon for damages imposed 

by law and/or assumed under this Agreement, of the types and in the amounts hereinafter provided: 

  

(i) Commercial General Liability Insurance as broad as that provided by the standard basic, 

unamended, and unendorsed occurrence coverage forms currently in use in the State of New 

Jersey, which shall not be circumscribed by any endorsement limiting the breadth of coverage. 

Limits of liability shall be maintained at the level of Two Million ($2,000,000) Dollars per 

occurrence for bodily injury and property damage and Four Million ($4,000,000) Dollars 

annual aggregate. This can be accomplished with a combination of Commercial General 

Liability and Commercial Umbrella policies; and  
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(ii) Property insurance to cover loss or damage on a "Special Causes of Loss" form of coverage 

against fire, water, wind, storm, loss, theft, and damage on any structures on the properties 

and all fixtures, equipment, and other property attached thereto and/or physically incorporated 

therein and the contents owned by the Municipality and located in or on the properties. Said 

insurance shall be in an amount not less than the full value of such structures, fixtures, 

equipment, property, and contents. The value of said structures, fixtures, equipment, property, 

and contents shall be determined by the Municipality using whatever procedures it considers 

appropriate. Said policy shall be written so as to provide that the insurer waives all right of 

subrogation against DEP in connection with any loss or damage covered by the policy; and 

 

(iii) Worker’s Compensation Insurance applicable to the Laws of the State of New Jersey and 

Employer's Liability Insurance with limits of not less than One Million ($1,000,000) Dollars 

Bodily Injury by Accident (Each Accident) and One Million ($1,000,000) Dollars Bodily 

Injury by Disease (Each Employee), with an aggregate limit of One Million ($1,000,000) 

Dollars Bodily Injury by Disease (Policy Limit); and 

 

(iv) Comprehensive Automobile Liability Insurance, which shall be written to cover any and all 

vehicles used by the Municipality. Limits of liability to cover bodily injury and property 

damage shall not be less than One Million ($1,000,000) Dollars per person or per accident. 

Coverage must include hired and non-owned vehicles; and 

 

 (v) Such other insurance and in such amounts as may from time to time be reasonably required 

by DEP. 

 

B. The Municipality shall require any person providing any service and/or conducting any activity on 

the properties as part of the Municipality's management and maintenance thereof to secure and 

maintain in force at all times during the provision of any service and/or conduct of any activity thereon 

as part of the Municipality's management and maintenance of the properties, insurance coverage of 

the types and in at least the minimum amounts required under subparagraph A above.  

 

C. All policies of insurance shall provide that the proceeds thereof shall be payable to DEP and the 

Municipality as their respective interests may appear. All insurance coverage required to be 

maintained by the Municipality on the properties in accordance with this Agreement shall be issued 

by an insurance company authorized and approved to conduct business in the State of New Jersey 

and shall name the “State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection” as an 

additional insured. 
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D. When the Municipality signs and returns this Agreement to DEP for signature, the Municipality 

shall provide DEP with a certificate of insurance evidencing that the Municipality has obtained all 

insurance coverage in accordance with this Agreement. A copy of the certificate of insurance shall 

be attached to this Agreement as Exhibit 2. The certificate of insurance shall provide for thirty (30) 

days' notice, in writing, to DEP prior to any cancellations, expiration, or non-renewal during the 

term the insurance is required to be maintained in accordance with this Agreement. The 

Municipality also shall provide DEP with valid certificates of renewal of the insurance upon the 

expiration of the policies so that DEP is continuously in possession of current documentation that 

the Municipality has obtained and is maintaining in full force and effect all insurance required 

under this Agreement. The Municipality also shall, upon request, provide DEP with copies of each 

insurance policy required under this Agreement certified by the agency or underwriter to be true 

copies of the policies provided by the Municipality. The Municipality shall not allow any 

contractor or subcontractor to engage in any activity on the properties without first submitting to 

DEP a current certificate of insurance showing that the contractor or subcontractor has obtained 

insurance coverage in accordance with the requirements of this Agreement. 

 

E. The Municipality expressly understands and agrees that any insurance protection required by this 

Agreement shall in no way limit the Municipality's indemnification obligations assumed under this 

Agreement and shall not be construed to relieve the Municipality from liability in excess of such 

coverage, nor shall it preclude DEP from taking such other actions as are available to it under any 

provision of this Agreement and as otherwise provided for at law or in equity. 

 

F. In the event: (i) the Municipality fails or refuses to renew any of its insurance policies or to provide 

DEP with timely certificates of insurance showing that the Municipality is maintaining insurance 

coverage in full force and effect to the extent required by this Agreement; or (ii) any policy is 

canceled, terminated, or modified, such that the insurance does not meet the requirements of this 

Agreement, DEP shall have the right to pursue any and all remedies available to it at law or equity 

to enforce compliance with this requirement. 

 

G. The limits of insurance policies described in Paragraph A above shall be reviewed by DEP and the 

Municipality every two (2) years. The Municipality shall increase the limits of said policies to 

meet changed circumstances including, but not limited to, changes in the United States Consumer 

Price Index and changes indicated by the course of plaintiffs' verdicts in personal injury actions. 

 

11. Termination of this Agreement: 

 

A. The Municipality shall undertake the management of the properties designated by DEP in Exhibit 1 

upon acquisition of the properties by DEP and pursuant to the terms of this Agreement. Failure to 

undertake the management of the properties and/or the existence of any condition at the properties 

that DEP determines to be in violation of the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall be 

considered a material breach, in which case the DEP shall have the right to pursue all remedies 

available to it at law or equity regarding such material breach. 
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B. DEP expressly reserves the right to terminate this Agreement without notice at any time for any 

reason or for no reason at all, including but not limited to for convenience or in cases of emergency 

or where there exists risk to public health, safety, and welfare as determined by DEP in its sole 

discretion. 

 

C. Termination of this Agreement by DEP, as herein provided, shall not release or discharge any 

payment obligation or liability owed by one party to the other under the terms and conditions of this 

Agreement as of the date of such termination. 

 

D. Upon the expiration or any termination of this Agreement, DEP may at once remove any and all 

persons occupying the properties. If the Municipality fails to remove any property lawfully belonging 

to the Municipality upon any notice of termination, or before the stated expiration of this Agreement, 

DEP may appropriate same to its own use without allowing any compensation therefor, or may 

remove same at the expense of the Municipality. In the event that the Municipality removes any 

personal property, the Municipality hereby covenants to pay any and all damages which may be 

caused to the property of DEP by this removal. 

 

12. Attached as Exhibit 1, as may be amended, is a list of properties that are subject to the terms of this 

Agreement if acquired by DEP. 

 

13. The Parties agree to execute such additional documents as may be necessary to carry out the intent of this 

Agreement. 

 

14. This Agreement is not a lease and creates no property interest or right of any kind in favor of the 

Municipality. The Municipality shall, at all times, act as an independent principal and not as an agent or 

employee of DEP.  

 

15. The Municipality shall not discriminate on the basis of age, national origin, race, creed, color, sex, sexual 

preference, or residence in allowing access to and use of the properties and/or any activity conducted 

thereon. 

 

16. This Agreement shall not create in any individual or entity the status of a third-party beneficiary, and 

nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to create such status. The rights, duties, and obligations 

contained herein shall operate only between the parties and shall inure solely to the benefit of the parties. 

The Parties expressly agree that only they shall have any right to seek enforcement of this Agreement, 

seek any remedy arising out of performance or failure to perform by one of the parties, or to take any 

action for breach of this Agreement. 

 

17. The Municipality and DEP agree that this Agreement represents the entire agreement between the Parties; 

all negotiations, oral agreements and understandings are merged herein. This Agreement shall not be 

assigned or transferred by either party.  

 

18. The Parties agree to execute such additional documents as may be necessary to carry out the intent of this 

Agreement.  
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19. If there are any disputes among the Parties concerning this Agreement, the authorized representatives of 

each party shall confer to resolve the dispute. 

 

20. This Agreement may be amended, supplemented, changed, modified, or altered only by mutual agreement 

of the Parties in writing that shall be effective as of the date stipulated therein. 

 

21. All agreements and covenants contained herein are severable, and in the event any of them shall be held 

to be invalid by any competent court, this Agreement shall be interpreted as if such invalid agreements 

or covenants were not contained herein. Should one or more covenants or conditions be waived by either 

party, such waiver shall not be deemed to waive or render unnecessary the consent or approval of the 

waiving party to or of any subsequent similar act by the other party. 

 

22. This Agreement is being executed and is intended to be performed in the State of New Jersey and shall be 

governed in all respects by the laws of the State of New Jersey. 

 

23. All of the terms, conditions, and covenants to be observed and performed by the Parties shall be applicable 

to and binding upon their several successors and assigns, as the case may be. 

 

24. All correspondence and notices to the DEP regarding this Agreement shall be addressed to: 

 

Manager 

Blue Acres  

Department of Environmental Protection 

Mail Code 401-07B, P. O. Box 420 

Trenton, NJ 08625 

blueacres@dep.nj.gov 

 

All correspondence and notices to the Municipality regarding this Agreement shall be addressed to: 

Mayor  

Borough of Highland Park 

221 South Fifth Avenue 

Highland Park, NJ 08904 

 

25. By the signatures below, the Parties execute this Agreement and confirm that they are mutually bound by 

and fully authorized and empowered to enter into and bind their organization by all provisions contained 

herein. 

 

26. The terms and conditions of this Agreement have been read and understood by the persons whose 

signatures appear below, and the Parties agree to comply with the terms and conditions set forth on the 

preceding pages. 

 

 

[This space intentionally left blank; signature page follows] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this instrument to be signed and attested by 

their duly authorized representatives or designees to be hereunto affixed the day, month, and year first written 

above. 

 

 

 

 

 STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

ATTEST:       PROTECTION 

 

 

____________________________    By: _____________________________________ 

         Nicholas Angarone 

Chief Resilience Officer 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:       BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

 

 

______________________________   By:___________________________________ 

Jennifer A Santiago           Elsie Foster 

Municipal Clerk           Mayor 
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Exhibit 1: List of Subject Properties 

 

Address Date of Acquisition PAMS Parcel ID 

446 Harrison Ave, Highland Park 2024-06-20 1207_202_3 

End list End list End list 
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Exhibit 2: Certificate(s) of Insurance 
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-189 

 BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION TO APPOINT HOUSING AUTHORITY MEMBER – PRISCILLA HERA 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the 

following shall be and are hereby appointed to serve as members of the Highland Park Housing 

Authority for a term to expire as indicated: 

 

  Priscilla Hera   term expiring December 31, 2029 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on August 12, 2025. 

 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 

 

   
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-190 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION  

2025 DISTRACTED DRIVING CRACKDOWN GRANT 

 

  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 

any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 

amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 

equal amount. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of 

revenue in the 2025 budget in the sum of $7,000.00, which is now available from the 2025 

Distracted Driving Crackdown Grant, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $7,000.00 is hereby appropriated 

under the caption of 2025 Distracted Driving Crackdown Grant. 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 

certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Borough Council of said Borough 

on August 12, 2025. 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-191 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION  

MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT 

 

  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 

any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 

amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 

equal amount. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of 

revenue in the 2025 budget in the sum of $7,248.00, which is now available from the Municipal 

Alliance Grant, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $7,248.00 is hereby appropriated 

under the caption of Municipal Alliance Grant. 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on August 12, 2025. 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-192 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF TAXES FOR  

BLOCK 3002, LOTS 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 30 AND 37 (420-424 RARITAN AVENUE) 

 

WHEREAS, on a property known as Block 3002 Lot 3 with additional lots 4, 5, 6, 8, 30 

and 37, also known as 420-424 Raritan Avenue, Highland Park, New Jersey has entered with the 

Borough of Highland Park into a financial agreement for Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) on 

May 8, 2024,and 

 

WHEREAS, the project was completed and a temporary certificate of occupancy was 

approved on September 17, 2024, and 

 

WHEREAS, the PILOT in now in effect as of July 1, 2025 where the entity is to pay 

land only taxes and property taxes for improvements only should be cancelled for the period of 

July 1, 2025 and going forward. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park that the Tax Collector shall be and is hereby authorized to cancel the 

improvement portion of real estate taxes for the period July 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025 

in the amount of $24870.52 and this reduction be made in the 3rd and 4th quarters of 2025 taxes 

for the following due to a PILOT status: 

 

BLOCK  LOTS    AMOUNT 

3002  3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 30 and 37  $24,870.52 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to 

the Finance Director and Tax Collector forthwith. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, 

State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on August 12, 2025. 

 

 

             

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 

 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-193 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NJUCF GREEN COMMUNITIES GRANT 

APPLICATION AND EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT FOR  

TREE INVENTORY AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park was recently awarded $20,000 from the 

NJDEP for a Green Communities Grant and has been instructed that the next step in the process is 

to execute a resolution authorizing the grant application and agreement for said project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council desire to further the public interest by 

securing a grant from the State of New Jersey in the amount of $20,000.00 to fund the development 

of a Tree Inventory and Community Forestry Management Plan. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that: 

 

1. Mayor Elsie Foster or the successor to the office of Mayor is authorized: (a) to make 

an application for such a grant; b) if awarded, to execute a grant agreement with the 

State for a grant in an amount not less than $0.00 not more than $20,000.00; and (c) to 

execute any amendments thereto. 

 

2. The Borough Council authorizes and hereby agrees to match 20% of the Total Project 

Amount, in compliance with the match requirements of the agreement. The availability 

of the match for such purposes, whether cash, services, or property, is hereby certified. 

Up to 100% of the match will be made up of in-kind services (if allowed by grant 

program requirements and the agreement).  

 

3. The Grantee agrees to comply with all applicable Federal, State, and municipal laws, 

rules, and regulations in its performance pursuant to the agreement. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on August 12, 2025. 

 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-194 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION’S 2025 HISTORICAL MARKERS PROGRAM 250TH INITIATIVE  
 

 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Historical Commission has funding available for historical 

markers that celebrate local history related to commemorating the 250th anniversary of the 

independence of the United States; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Highland Park Historical Commission is interested in pursuing this 

opportunity to educate the public on Highland Park’s role in the Revolutionary War, and 

recommended that the Borough apply for the grant; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the grant has no matching funds required; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park finds it to be in the 

best interest of the public to participate in New Jersey Historical Commission’s 250th Initiative.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

 

1. The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to submit a Grant application 

to the New Jersey Historical Commission's 2025 Historical Markers Program. 

 

2. The Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any agreements or 

paperwork on behalf of the Borough of Highland Park to implement the historical markers 

program.  

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Highland Park Borough Council at a meeting held on August 12, 2025. 

 

 

             

      Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-195 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION AND AGREEMENT FOR A 

FY2026 LEGISLATIVE AIDE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT GRANT FROM THE  

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS FOR  

IMPROVEMENTS TO MOLIMOCK-GRAFF PARK  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough was notified that it was the recipient of a FY 2026 Legislative 

Aid Capital Improvement Grant in the amount of $250,000; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has been instructed that the next step in the grant process is to 

execute a resolution authorizing the grant application and agreement for said project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park desires to apply for and obtain a grant from 

the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for $250,000 for improvements to Molimock-

Graff Park. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

 

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize the application for such grant. 

  

2. The Borough Council recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lessor or 

greater amount and therefore upon receipt of the a grant agreement from the New Jersey 

Department of Community Affairs, does further authorize the execution of any such grant 

agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully executed agreement from the Department, 

does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant to the te1ms of the agreement 

between the Borough of Highland Park and the New Jersey Department of Community 

Affairs.   

 

3. That the persons whose names, titles, and signatures appear below are authorized to sign 

the application, and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized to sign the 

agreement, and any other documents necessary in connection therewith: 

 

__________________________   __________________________ 

Teri Jover     Elsie Foster 

Borough Administrator     Mayor 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Highland Park Borough Council at a meeting held on August 12, 2025. 

 

             

      Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-196 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN ARTS GRANT APPLICATION 

WITH ARTS INSTITUTE OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY - 2026 PROGRAM GRANTS 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park Community Services would like to apply for 

a $5,000.00 to support the Borough’s 2026 Parkstock Outdoor Summer Concert Series; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey,  

 

1. Highland Park Community Services are hereby authorized and directed to execute and 

submit, the grant application to County Project Support Grant Application-Arts Institute of 

Middlesex County. 

 

2. Copies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to Community Services Director, 

Administration, and the Chief Financial Officer.  

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough 

Council of said Borough on August 12, 2025. 

 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 

 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-197 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXTENSION OF LOCAL SUPPORT OF A CLASS 

FIVE RETAIL LICENSE FOR FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC TO OPERATE A 

RETAIL CANNABIS BUSINESS AT 85 RARITAN AVENUE 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Highland Park have adopted 

Chapter 136 of the “Code of the Borough of Highland Park” which authorizes the operation of 

adult personal-use cannabis businesses within the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough received ten (10) proposals for a Local Retail Cannabis 

Business License; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council reviewed and evaluated the proposals; and    

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council passed a resolution of local support for five (5) Class 

5 retail cannabis businesses; and 

 

WHEREAS, on February 21, 2023, the Borough Council passed a resolution of local 

support to FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC in accordance with Borough of Highland Park 

Ordinances 21-2027 and 22-2044; and 

 

 WHEREAS, three six (6)-month extensions were granted to FLORO HIGHLAND 

PARK, LLC; and 

 

 WHEREAS, FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC has recently obtained state certification 

as a Women Business Enterprise (WBE); and   

 

WHEREAS, FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC has been diligently working with the 

New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission (the “Commission”); and 

 

WHEREAS, FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC is in the process of refiling its 

application for an Annual Class 5 Cannabis Retailer license with the Commission; and 

 

 WHEREAS, FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC has an active lease at 85 Raritan 

Avenue in Highland Park; and  

 

WHEREAS, FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC has been working with the Borough on 

local licensing and permitting; and 

 

WHEREAS, construction of the retail cannabis dispensary is nearing completion; and 
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Resolution No. 2-25-197 

Page 2 

 

 

 WHEREAS, it has been recommended that due to the above-referenced circumstances, 

FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC be awarded a resolution for local support for an additional 

six (6) months. 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the 

Borough of Highland Park that:  

 

1. The above recitals are hereby incorporated as if restated herein in full. 

 

2. The Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park formally memorialize their 

continued support for FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC with respect to its pending 

application to the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission for a Class 5 

Cannabis Retail Dispensary License.  

 

3. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the appropriate representatives 

of FLORO HIGHLAND PARK, LLC. 

 

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New 

Jersey, do hereby certify that the above is a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Borough 

Council of said Borough on August 12, 2025. 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 

 

 
 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8.25-198 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO ANNUAL SALARY RESOLUTION 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that the 

annual Salary Resolution No. 1-25-12, which was adopted on January 7, 2025, showing the names, 

titles and salaries of the officers and employees of the Borough of Highland Park, is amended as 

follows:  

 

Jason Culver, Lieutenant, Salary $167,338.00, Effective 09/01/2025 

Kevin Garrity, Sergeant, Salary $149,409.00, Effective 09/01/2025 

Kaitlyn Cox, Deputy Court Administrator, Salary $55,613.00, Effective 08/01/2025 

Lucy Peterson, Head Camp Counselor, $17.00 Hourly. Effective 07/07/2025 

Michael Bobish, Library Director, Salary $122,003.50, Effective 01/01/2025 

Sherry Johnson, Asst. Library Director, Salary $99,230.00, Effective 01/01/2025 

Carla Herniter, Sub Librarian, Hourly $36.43, Effective 01/01/2025 

Jennifer Larsen, Sub Librarian, Hourly $36.43, Effective 01/01/2025 

Jacquelyn Oshman, Sub Librarian, Hourly $35.31, Effective 01/01/2025 

Jasmine Bella, Library Asst., Hourly $17.51, Effective 01/01/2025 

Naysia Phifer, Library Asst., Hourly $17.51, Effective 01/01/2025 

Rose Texeira, Library Asst., Hourly $19.26, Effective 01/01/2025 

Alicia Graham, Sub Librarian, Hourly $35.31, Effective 07/21/2025 

Matthew Kruglinski, Sub Librarian, Hourly $35.41, Effective 07/21/2025 

Irina Radeva, Sub Librarian, Hourly $35.41, Effective 07/21/2025 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby directed to 

make the necessary changes in the payroll records of the Finance Department in accordance with 

the changes established by this resolution. 
 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Highland Park Borough Council at a meeting held on August 12, 2025. 

 

 

             

      Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-199 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF POLE BANNERS FOR 

WOODBRIDGE AVENUE  
 

 WHEREAS, replacing existing pole banners with updated designs will improve the 

streetscape and contribute to a more attractive and welcoming environment for businesses, 

residents, and visitors along Woodbridge Avenue; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Highland Park’s Neighborhood Preservation Program (NPP) grant has 

funding available for upgrading and replacing street banners along Woodbridge Avenue; and 

 

 WHEREAS, two quotes were solicited and received as follows:  

Project Graphics $11,687.39 

Main Street Designs $11,602.54; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator/Economic Development Director has reviewed 

the quotes and recommended awarding the purchase of banners to Project Graphics based on cost 

and quality; and 

 

WHEREAS, this award is not made to the lowest price quote because Main Street Designs 

could not provide exact fabric color matches and comparable design quality required for the 

project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Grant Account No. G-02-41-787-201 

in the amount of $11,687.39 as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer 

No. 2025-64. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, New Jersey that: 

 

1) The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to enter into a contract 

with Project Graphics for the purchase and replacement of banners for Woodbridge 

Avenue in an amount not to exceed $11,687.39. 

 

2) Certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Finance Department and 

Economic Development Coordinator forthwith.  

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby 

certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough 

Council at a meeting held on August 12, 2025. 

 

             

      Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
   

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

 Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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 GENERAL TERMS & CONDITIONS: 1) Shipping and handling are additional; 2) Estimates prepared according to rough layouts,

copies or verbal specifications are subject to change pending final review; 3) Substrate manufacturers have limited warrantees; 4)

Project Graphics is not responsible for product damage caused by improper handling, neglect, installation, extremes in weather

conditions, vandalism or Acts of God; 5) Client agrees to +/- 5% on all custom orders; 6) Quote subject to fluctuations in raw

material costs and may require re-quote at time of order placement; 7) Production time ranges from 2-5 weeks, depending upon

the season, product and scope of job; 8) Creative services and custom layouts will be billed at $75.00 per hour, $30.00 minimum;

9) Orders cannot be cancelled once order is in production; 10) Purchaser understands and agrees to payment terms and further

agrees to accept and pay for any expenses incurred by Project Graphics to collect any past due amounts, including but not limited

to the original debt, any assigned collection costs, attorney fees and any other related expense; 11) An annual finance charge of

18% will be assessed on balances over thirty (30) days past due.

Payment methods accepted are Check (scan check and send to accounting@projectgraphics.com); Credit Card, ACH and Bank

Wire.  ACH/Wire: JP Morgan Chase; ABA #021100361 (ACH) and ABA #021000021 (Wire); Acct #716910695.

I have read the above noted terms and conditions and hereby give authorization to proceed with the order.

X ___________________________________
Customer Signature
 

221 S. Fifth Avenue
Highland Pk, NJ 08904

Other Address

Borough of Highland ParkShip To Name

221 S. Fifth Avenue
Highland Pk, NJ 08904

Mailing Address

Borough of Highland ParkBill To Name

rvartak@hpboro.comEmail

(732) 287-5801Phone

Rutuja VartakContact Name

beth@projectgraphics.comEmail

(252) 505-8570Phone

Beth BlairPrepared By

PrepayTerms

00025044Quote Number

7/29/2025Created DatePO Box 370 
41 Stone Pit Road
Woodbury, CT 06798

Company Address

General Information

Contact Information

Address Information

Product Quantity Line Item Description
Sales
Price

Total
Price

PG-LPB-SCRN 3.00
Banner: 24x36: Single Ply Sunbrella (Std: Chocolate): 2-Designs; Screen Printed 2-Ink Colors;
2-Sided; Diff. image Frt/Bk; 3.5in Pockets Top/Btm; 4-Grommets

$0.00 $0.00

PG-LPB-SCRN 4.00
Banner: 24x36: Single Ply Sunbrella (Std: Jockey Red): 2-Designs; Screen Printed 2-Ink
Colors; 2-Sided; Diff. image Frt/Bk; 3.5in Pockets Top/Btm; 4-Grommets

$0.00 $0.00

PG-LPB-SCRN 5.00
Banner: 24x36: Single Ply Sunbrella (Std: True Brown): 2-Designs; Screen Printed 2-Ink
Colors; 2-Sided; Diff. image Frt/Bk; 3.5in Pockets Top/Btm; 4-Grommets

$0.00 $0.00

PG-LPB-SCRN 3.00
Banner: 24x36: Single Ply Sunbrella (Std: Burgundy): 2-Designs; Screen Printed 2-Ink Colors;
2-Sided; Diff. image Frt/Bk; 3.5in Pockets Top/Btm; 4-Grommets

$0.00 $0.00

PG-LPB-SCRN 3.00
Banner: 24x36: Single Ply Sunbrella (Std: Forest Green): 2-Designs; Screen Printed 2-Ink
Colors; 2-Sided; Diff. image Frt/Bk; 3.5in Pockets Top/Btm; 4-Grommets

$0.00 $0.00

Banner: 24x36: Dual Ply Sunbrella (Dlx: Teal): 2-Designs; Screen Printed 2-Ink Colors;
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 GENERAL TERMS & CONDITIONS: 1) Shipping and handling are additional; 2) Estimates prepared according to rough layouts,

copies or verbal specifications are subject to change pending final review; 3) Substrate manufacturers have limited warrantees; 4)

Project Graphics is not responsible for product damage caused by improper handling, neglect, installation, extremes in weather

conditions, vandalism or Acts of God; 5) Client agrees to +/- 5% on all custom orders; 6) Quote subject to fluctuations in raw

material costs and may require re-quote at time of order placement; 7) Production time ranges from 2-5 weeks, depending upon

the season, product and scope of job; 8) Creative services and custom layouts will be billed at $75.00 per hour, $30.00 minimum;

9) Orders cannot be cancelled once order is in production; 10) Purchaser understands and agrees to payment terms and further

agrees to accept and pay for any expenses incurred by Project Graphics to collect any past due amounts, including but not limited

to the original debt, any assigned collection costs, attorney fees and any other related expense; 11) An annual finance charge of

18% will be assessed on balances over thirty (30) days past due.

Payment methods accepted are Check (scan check and send to accounting@projectgraphics.com); Credit Card, ACH and Bank

Wire.  ACH/Wire: JP Morgan Chase; ABA #021100361 (ACH) and ABA #021000021 (Wire); Acct #716910695.

I have read the above noted terms and conditions and hereby give authorization to proceed with the order.

X ___________________________________
Customer Signature
 

$11,687.39Grand Total 

PG-LPB-SCRN 4.00 2-Sided; Diff. image Frt/Bk; 3.5in Pockets Top/Btm; 4-Grommets $0.00 $0.00

PG-LPB-SCRN 4.00
Banner: 24x36: Single Ply Sunbrella (Premium: Concord): 2-Designs; Screen Printed 2-Ink
Colors; 2-Sided; Diff. image Frt/Bk; 3.5in Pockets Top/Btm; 4-Grommets

$0.00 $0.00

PG-LPB-SCRN 3.00
Banner: 24x36: Dual Ply Sunbrella (Std: Orange): 2-Designs; Screen Printed 2-Ink Colors;
2-Sided; Diff. image Frt/Bk; 3.5in Pockets Top/Btm; 4-Grommets

$0.00 $0.00

PG-LPB-SCRN 3.00
Banner: 24x36: Single Ply Sunbrella (Dlx: Navy): 2-Designs; Screen Printed 2-Ink Colors;
2-Sided; Diff. image Frt/Bk; 3.5in Pockets Top/Btm; 4-Grommets

$0.00 $0.00

PG-LPB-SCRN 3.00
Banner: 24x36: Single Ply Sunbrella (Dlx: Cactus): 2-Designs; Screen Printed 2-Ink Colors;
2-Sided; Diff. image Frt/Bk; 3.5in Pockets Top/Btm; 4-Grommets

$0.00 $0.00

PG JR Fixed -
24IN

35.00
Hardware: PG JR Fixed Bracket Set; 24in Arms; Two arms per set; Banding Rings; Installs
one banner per pole

$80.50 $2,817.50

PG-LPB-SCRN 35.00 BANNER DETAIL LISTED ABOVE/BELOW. $247.83 $8,674.05

SHIP 1.00 Estimated Ground Shipping (Qty: 25: Banners & Hardware) $195.84 $195.84
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-200 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

 

RESOLUTION TO ADVERTISE A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT/CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION SERVICES 

RELATED TO THE 2016 SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROJECT 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park was awarded $216,000 from the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation (NJDOT) from the 2016 Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program for 

various intersection safety improvements; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the NJDOT has additional funding available to cover the cost of construction 

management/construction inspection (CM/CI) services related to SRTS projects, provided those 

services are solicited through an approved RFP process; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park finds it to be in the 

public interest to solicit proposals for CM/CI services in order to take advantage of the funding 

that is available to cover said costs. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park that: 

 

1. The Borough Clerk shall be and is hereby authorized and directed to advertise a 

Request for Proposals for Construction Management/Construction Inspection Services 

related to the 2016 SRTS Project.  

 

2. Proposals shall be received at a date and time to be determined by the Borough Clerk 

and the Borough Administrator, said proposals to be in accordance with specifications 

prepared by the Borough Administrator and approved by NJDOT. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on August 12, 2025. 

 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-25-201 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF BILLS LIST 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all 

claims presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough 

Treasurer, and which have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park 

Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the same are hereby approved; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of 

this meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in 

accordance with said Ordinance. 

 

1. The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 8/12/2025 can be found in the 

Bills List Journal Book No. 45. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 

Borough Council of said Borough on August 12, 2025. 
 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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RESOLUTION NO. 8.25-202 

BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING CHANGE IN TITLE, TEXT, OR AMOUNT OF 

APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO NJS 40A:4-85 

 

  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-85 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may, at the request of, or with the consent of, the governing body of any 

county or municipality, make such correction of the title, text, or amount of any appropriation 

appearing in the budget as may be necessary to make said item of appropriation available for the 

purpose or purposes required for the needs of any county of municipality, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the provisions of 

NJS 40A:4-85, the Borough of Highland Park hereby requests the Director of the Division of 

Local Government Services to make the following correction in the 2025 budget: 

 

     

 From:  Matching Funds for Grants  $2,416.00   

     To:   Municipal Alliance Grant Match $2,416.00 

 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the foregoing correction is, in the opinion of the 

governing body, warranted and authorized by the statute referred to above, and is necessary for 

the orderly operation of the Middlesex County, Borough of Highland Park for the reason set 

forth: 

 

 At the time of the 2025 budget adoption The Borough of Highland Park had not yet been 

awarded the Municipal Alliance grant.  The Borough budgeted grant match funds in the event the 

Borough received the grant.  After budget adoption, the Borough was awarded the grant and 

therefore has the need to move those matching funds to the grant. 

 

 

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State 

of New Jersey, do hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough 

Council of said Borough on August 12, 2025. 

 

              

       Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
 

 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

George     

Hale     

Hersh     

Kim-Chohan     

Postelnik     

Vargas     
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