GREETINGS FROM THE MAYO

As your Mayor, | try to attend as many events in town as | can. | probably par-
ticipate in over 100 events each year, maybe more. | find something remarkable,
admirable, and enjoyable in each one of them. But between me and you, there
are a handful of events | attend each year that are totally fun and richly reward-
ing. | leave these events with a big smile, every time.

One of these uncommonly delightful annual events is the Senior Prom at the
Highland Park Community Center, which was held this year on Tuesday
June 17th.

The Senior Prom is a long standing tradition in the Community Center; this was
the nineteenth year they've held this activity. All the staff in the Community
Center pitch in to make it happen - Kim, Janet, Annmarie, Nicole, Megan,
Symone, Maria, Joseph, and Gigi. And it has become very popular, with over 140
people participating this year.

Walking into the 'ballroom, you can readily see some of the features that make
this event so compelling. The staff is circulating to greet attendees and see
how they are. The food is very tasty and well received, the music is familiar and
playing at a comfortable volume, the whole building is decorated to match the
theme, and there's excitement to hear who will be voted King & Queen of the
prom; congratulations to this year's winners, Max Hill Jr. and Angela Perrone.
This year they also had a photo booth and information tables from the

| Highland Park Public Library and Parker Life.

It's no surprise that the Senior Prom is such a consummate affair, because the
staff at the Highland Park Community Center run a monthly themed lunch and
y dozens of other activities each month. They know their audience, care about

; them genuinely, and serve them very well.

If you are not a member of the Community Center, | encourage you to join them.
You'll be happy you did! For more information, please visit the Center, view their
Facebook page, or call them at 732-819-0052.

UPDATEﬂzmm,’(Ze BOROUGH COUNCIL

Welcoming Highland Park’'s Newest Officers - In a proud and heartfelt ceremony at the June 4th Mayor
and Council meeting, Mayor Foster and Chief Abrams officially swore in the two newest members of the
Highland Park Police Department— Officer Claribel Peralta and Officer Tyler J. Morris. Surrounded by family,
l colleagues, and community members, both officers took their oaths with honor and commitment. Officer
Morris and Officer Peralta are veteran officers who will bring fresh energy, dedication, and a strong sense of
_{ service to the department. We are thrilled to welcome them to the Highland Park family and look forward to
the positive impact they will make in keeping our community safe.

Green Communities Grant: Borough Administrator Teri Jover announced at the May 20th Mayor and Coun-
4 cil meeting that the Borough, working closely with the Shade Tree Advisory Committee, successfully applied
for and was awarded a Green Communities grant from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. The grant will
fund an update to the Borough's tree inventory and Community Forestry Management Plan, bringing both into alignment with
the latest state requirements. This Inventory and Plan, once completed, will inform Highland Park’s urban forestry efforts, includ-
ing the annual tree planting.
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%+ Storytelling by Queen Nur:
Tuesday, July 15th at 1:00pm

*»  Parker Lunch and Learn
Tuesday, July 22nd 1:15pm

*  Blood Drive-Sponsored by New York Blood Center
Tuesday, August 12th, 12:00pm to 6:00pm

“* Ice Cream Social and Sing Along with Laurie Goldman: Community Services Outreach & Assistance:
Monday, August 18th, 1:00pm -2:00pm To make an appointment with our Social Worker,
Nicole Huff, call (732) 819-0052 or
Jave (71,@ Qaf%/ email nhuﬁ@hpboro.com. Walk-in hours are
available on Fridays (no appointment necessary).
*»  Trip to Resort Casino in Atlantic City: July 15th Food Pantry Hours:
“»  ParkStock Summer Concert Series - Thursdays in July & August, ~ * 2nd and 4th Thursdays: 9:00 am - 10:45 am
July 17th, July 31st, August 14th, and August 28th | 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM and 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
(Raindates: Thursdays, July 24th, August 7th and August 21st ) % 2nd and 4th Saturdays: 9:30 am - 10:30 am

%+ End of Summer Event - Thursday, August 28th | 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

News frmﬂi,e Highland Park Public Library

— Exciting things are coming to the library at the end of the summer and fall!
There is still time to register for our all-ages “Color Our World" Summer Discovery program. We are
@ providing exciting prizes, fun games and activities for all ages. Read, watch or do the challenges for
rewards.

Children’s Programming Sampler
_ Monday, August 4 at 2pm: Watch the family-friendly movie Dog Man {PG} on our brand new screen

and T-coil assistive sound system.

Highland Park Public
Library

Monday, August 11 at 6:30pm: Join us for a special kids magic show with comedy magician Ed Smoot
that will capture the magic of reading and laughter. Space is limited, so come early.

Adult Programming Sampler
Tuesday, August 5 at 7pm: Books and Brews - We will discuss the graphic novel Welcome to the New
World. Borrow a copy in advance at the reference desk.

Friday, August 15 at 1:30pm: Cool down in our air-conditioned Media Room to watch the 2024 drama
Challenger {R}, starring Zendaya.

All programming to take place in the Ida Kushner Media Room. These programs are generously
sponsored by the Friends of the Highland Park Library.

The wait is almost over for two building projects. The pergola for our backyard patio will be delivered
and installed this fall. We will also refurbish our front entrance walkway, likely by the fall.
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News E{/cs»mﬂw/ Highland Park Public Library

We also want you to be aware of our new digital resource, Comics Plus from LibraryPass. This service gives
you unlimited access to thousands of digital comics, graphic novels, manga, and picture books from dozens
of publishers — with no wait list. All titles are available for immediate download. Check hpplnj.org for links to
the three portals (Kids, Teens, and the Adult collection). Or, download the Comics Plus app from your app store
to read on your mobile device.

Join us this fall for a joint venture with the Human Relations Commission to read and discuss The Heaven and
Earth Grocery Store by James McBride. Stay tuned for discussion dates.

On May 4th, Chief Norm Shamy of the Highland Park Fire Department was approached at the annual
Spring Street Fair by representatives from Major Fitness, a gym equipment manufacturer, who ex-
pressed interest in supporting the health and fitness of the Highland Park Fire Department members.

The Highland Park Fire Department was pleased to receive a generous donation of workout equipment,
which will enable our firefighters to maintain their physical fitness from the convenience of the fire
department headquarters.

Major Fitness has been committed to giving back to first responders through monthly donations and
equipment provisions to local agencies, that makes a positive impact on local communities.

The Highland Park Fire Department extends its thanks to Major Fitness for their generous donation,
which will expand our firefighters' ability to remain in good physical condition, enhancing their capac-
ity to protect and serve the residents of Highland Park.

Woodbridge Avenue NPP:
Updates and New Opportunities

The Borough of Highland Park is pleased to share exciting updates from the Woodbridge Avenue
Neighborhood Preservation Program (NPP) district. The NPP continues to enhance the district's
overall appearance while introducing new opportunities for residents and businesses this summer.

Earlier this season, new planters were installed along Woodbridge Avenue and in Molimock-Graff
Park. These planters help to beautify the area and create a more pedestrian-friendly environment
for all who live, work, and visit the district. New garbage and recycling receptacles and benches are
coming soon!

Homeowners in the NPP district are encouraged to apply for the newly launched Residential Facade
Improvement Grant Program, which offers grants ranging from $1,000 to $5,000 for exterior home im-
provements, Eligible upgrades include painting, porch and railing repairs, window replacements, light-
ing, and other enhancements visible from the street. Scan the QR code to apply.

Supporting local businesses remains a top priority this year. We are actively awarding commercial
grants to district businesses to help improve their storefronts. Business owners are invited to a free
training session on the Highland Park Online Marketplace, hosted on the Beyond Main platform. The
workshop will be held on Wednesday, July 17, from 9:00-10:00 AM at Borough Hall. This training is a great opportunity to
boost your business's online visibility and reach a broader customer base.

To learn more about the NPP program and available grants, please visit
www.hpboro.com/government/neighborhood-preservation-program or contact Rutuja Vartak at rvartak@hpboro.com
or 732-287-5801.

Highland Park Quarterly | JULY 2025



News Aér&m, Code Enforcement

In recent weeks, our code enforcement officials have seen a big increase in complaints from
residents about the appearance of their neighbors' properties.

Properties that are not well maintained are seen as a blight on the neighborhood and are a
source of irritation to the people that live nearby.

Even if it 'doesn't bother' you, please be considerate of your neighbors and make sure
to regularly:

> Mow the grass (recommended every two weeks)
> Trim the hedges and the bushes (recommended once/month)
> Take out the garbage and recycling and return the containers to the side of your home after collection times.

If you have arranged for bulk trash pickup, note that Borough policies state that the items should be put out by the curb
the night before pick up and not earlier.

Thank you for helping to keep Highland Park looking good.

hals ?/7/07”7”’“"’“’?’ sn. Main Street Highland Park

* Arts in the Park, Sunday September 14: Join Main Street Highland Park for the 19th annual Arts in the Park
street festival, juried art show, and arts and crafts sale in downtown Highland Park, New Jersey. The festival
draws thousands of art enthusiasts and visitors from around the region to stroll through downtown Highland
Park and enjoy artistic offerings, live music and other entertainment, food from local restaurants, children's
activities, promotional booths, and much
more. Artists, crafters, performers, and
vendors are invited to participate. Partici-
pants in the juried art show display and sell their work under
tents along Raritan Avenue. Register to be a vendor or spon-
sor here: mainstreethp.org/artsinthepark
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* Townwide Garage Sale, October 18 & 19, 9 am - 6 pm.
Don't miss the annual townwide garage sale, where Highland
Park residents and businesses sell their stuff on their side-
walks and stoops, and others come to scoop up all the great
bargains! People will be selling all over town as well as at the
downtown Market Square lot (at the Welkovitz Pavilion next
to 212 Raritan Avenue). Learn more here: https://tinyurl.com/

betkx6ye

* Outdoor Movie Theater, Saturday nights, May-September.
Every other Saturday night, get your chair and your takeout
from a Highland Park restaurant and watch free outdoor mov-
ies under the downtown stars! Learn more here: mainstree-

thp.org/outdoormovies WHEY (Hip Hop / Soul / New Rge) :,--,’; ~ Rain Date

1 * Farmers Market, every Friday, 11 am -
= 5 pm. Join us downtown on Fridays for
Highland Park's renowned Farmers Mar-
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