
RESOLUTION NO. 7-25-176 
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

RESOLUTION TO ENDORSE SUSTAINABLE LAND USE PLEDGE 
 
WHEREAS, land use is an essential component of overall sustainability for a municipality 

and its neighboring towns and overall region; and 
 
WHEREAS, poor land-use decisions can lead to and increase societal ills such as 

decreased mobility, high housing costs, increased greenhouse gas emissions, loss of open space 
and the degradation of natural resources; and 

 
WHEREAS, well-planned land use can create transportation choices, provide for a range 

of housing options, create walkable communities, preserve open space, provide for adequate 
recreation, and allow for the continued protection and use of vital natural resources, and improve 
health and wellness outcomes; and 

 
WHEREAS, given New Jersey’s strong tradition of home rule and local authority over 

planning and zoning, achieving a statewide sustainable land use pattern will require municipalities 
to take the lead; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park’s historic land-use pattern is compact and 
walkable with a strong residential base and a mixed-use commercial corridor, which are core 
principles of sustainable land use; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Master Plans, Re-examination Reports, and Redevelopment 

Plans adopted over the past 20-plus years continue to advance and implement these sustainable 
land use goals; and  

 
WHEREAS, Sustainable Jersey’s Sustainable Land Use Pledge serves as a reaffirmation 

of the Borough’s commitment to these land use principles and furthers the Borough’s efforts 
toward Sustainable Jersey recertification. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby pledge to make local land-use 
decisions that advance sustainability locally and regionally by using the following sustainable land 
use principles as a framework for updating the master plan, zoning, natural resource protection, 
and other related ordinances: 

 
1. REGIONAL COOPERATION. We pledge to reach out to administrations of our 

neighboring municipalities concerning land-use decisions, and to take into 
consideration regional impacts when making land-use decisions.  
 

2. TRANSPORTATION CHOICES. We pledge to create transportation choices with a 
Complete Streets approach by considering all modes of transportation, including 
walking, biking, transit and automobiles, when planning transportation projects and 
reviewing development applications. We will reevaluate our parking with the goal of 
“right-sizing” the amount of required parking spaces, promoting shared parking and 
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other innovative parking alternatives, and encouraging structured parking solutions 
where appropriate. 
 

3. NATURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION. We pledge to protect the natural resources 
of the State for environmental, recreational and agricultural value, avoiding or 
mitigating negative impacts to these resources. Further, we pledge to update our 
Natural Resources Inventory when feasible to identify, assess, and map our natural 
resources, linking natural resource management and protection to the Borough’s land-
use and open space planning. 
 

4. MIX OF LAND USES. We pledge to use our zoning and redevelopment powers to 
encourage a mix of residential, retail, commercial, recreational and other land use types 
in areas that make the most sense for our municipality and the region, particularly in 
the Borough’s downtown. 
 

5. HOUSING OPTIONS. We pledge to use the Borough’s zoning and redevelopment 
powers to foster a diverse mix of housing types and choices to meet the needs of all 
people at a range of income levels. 
 

6. GREEN DESIGN. We pledge to incorporate the principles of green design and 
renewable energy generation into municipal buildings to the extent feasible and when 
updating our development and design standards and redevelopment plans. 
 

7. MUNICIPAL FACILITIES SITING. We pledge, to the extent feasible, to take into 
consideration factors such as walkability, bikability, greater access to public transit, 
proximity to other land-use types, and open space when locating new or relocated 
municipal facilities.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall provide a certified copy of 

this resolution to the Borough Administrator, Planning Board, Zoning Board, Environmental 
Commission, Sustainable Highland Park, and the Safe Walking and Cycling Committee.  

 
I, Jennifer Santiago, Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New 
Jersey, do hereby certify that the above is a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Borough 
Council of said Borough on July 1, 2025. 
 
 
              

                                                                                                Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk 
  RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 
George X    
Hale X    
Hersh X    
Kim-Chohan    X 
Postelnik X    
Vergas X    

 


