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BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 
REGULAR MEETING 
June 4, 2025 – 7:00 PM 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Highland Park Mayor and Council was held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025, and 
was called to order by Mayor Foster at 7:00 PM.  Annual Notice of this meeting was provided to The 
Home News Tribune, the Star Ledger and the Highland Park Planet on January 8, 2025 and was posted on 
the Borough website at www.hpboro.com and on the bulletin board at Borough Hall, 221 South Fifth 
Avenue, Highland Park, NJ and has remained continuously posted as required by law.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance.  
Mr. Morris led the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call: 

Present: Mayor Foster, Council Members:  Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas, Borough 
Attorney Rainone, Borough Administrator Jover, and Borough Clerk Santiago. 

Absent:  Council Member George. 
 

Honors, Awards and Presentations. 
Mayor Foster sworn in Officer Claribel Peralta and Officer Tyler J. Morris. 
 
It was moved by Council President Kim-Chohan and Council Member Postelnik to break for a 10 minutes 
recess and carried by affirmative voice vote of all Council Members present 
 
Approval of Minutes. 
It was moved by Council Member Hersh and seconded by Council Member Postelnik the minutes of May 
13, 2025 Work Session Mtg. and May 20, 2025 Regular Mtg. minutes were approved, as distributed, by 
the following roll call vote: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas. 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:    George. 
Abstain:   None. 

 
Council Reports. 
Council Member Postelnik reported that Human Relations Commission's annual flag raising events 
kicked off earlier this evening with the Caribbean American Heritage flag raising which was a lovely little 
event and coming up next we'll have on Wednesday June 11th the Pride Month flag raising which will be 
from 6 PM to 6:45 PM and on Thursday, June 19th there will be the Juneteenth flag raising from 5 PM to 
5:45 PM and both of those will be taking place outside of the Community Center, please mark your 
calendars and join in the fun.  For anyone who may be interested in organizing and planning events like 
these or any others that aim to bring our community together please submit a volunteer application 
become a member of the Human Relations Commission, the application can be accessed on the Borough 
website at www.hpboro.com and submitted to our Municipal Clerk Jennifer Santiago.  
 
Council Member Vargas reported fireworks in the park which is quickly approaching.  The Community 
and Recreational center staff has been busy working on this event and we're excited to share a sneak peek 
of the incredible food and fun planned for this year's fireworks.  This year’s celebration will feature a 
wide variety of vendors, offering delicious cuisine and treats from many different cultures and tastes.  
Perfect for dinner, snacks or just indulging in something fun.  We encourage all residents to come down 
early enjoy a meal explore the options and take part in the excitement.  While the park officially opens at 
6 PM vendors will be ready to serve starting at 5:30 PM so you can beat the rush and enjoy dinner before 
the festivities begin.  In addition to food this year's event will include a balloon artist and still workers 
providing interactive entertainment, free face painting, a bounce house slide course for kids, also a 
gaming truck with fun for all ages.  Community tables with fun interactive craft projects and games free 
for all vendors with unique novelty items and more for purchase and of course the night will conclude 
with our spectacular fireworks display launching around 9:15 PM.  Mark your calendars and join us for an 
unforgettable evening of food, fun and fireworks. She thanked the Human Relations Commission for the 
great event as she is from Puerto Rico and did enjoy the event that highlighted all the different Caribbean 
cultures and does appreciate that.  
 
Council Member Hale congratulated new Officer Peralta and Officer Morris. Welcome to the family, we 
are very happy to have you with us.  Please remember the Farmers Market which is really kicking into 
high gear now that summer is here. My apologies for not noticing the conflict last night between our 
meeting and the Shavuous holiday.  Thank you to the Mayor and my Council colleagues for your 
understanding and flexibility. But again my apologies to you and everyone for not catching it earlier.  The 
fact that we made this change is yet another example of how our town respects and cares for people of all 
faiths, traditions, races and genders. Tolerance, kindness and understanding is not a zero sum game and 
the more we express those values for everyone the better. We are unfortunately seeing way too many acts 
of intolerance.  Most recently in the terrorist attack on a peaceful protesters in Boulder, Colorado.  It’s a 
tragedy and sadly it likely won’t be the last but if we work together maybe it will 
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Council Member Hersh started by acknowledging Pride Month and wishing everybody a happy pride 
month. Let's celebrate together so folks can feel safe and loved.  To his friends and family in the LGBTQ 
community know that no barrier is insurmountable and that we are here to advocate as best as we can as 
tirelessly as we can for a community where everyone is safe, welcome and heard. Pride Month is for 
celebration; it's for celebrating inclusivity institutions for celebrating and promoting safe spaces and to 
make sure that all of our neighbors can call Highland Park a safe and friendly place to have a home. He 
noted that he looks forward to the flag raising these flag raisings are among my favorite events.  The 
Caribbean flag raising is no exception it's really great to see the Caribbean flag at the Community Center 
and thanks to all who were involved.  He reminded everyone that bulk pickup is by appointment only and 
is underway. Pickups are scheduled on Wednesdays during the months of April, May, June, September 
and October so to make an appointment please call Public Works at 732-2247-9379 and every residents 
may request up to two collections per year.  The Townwide garage sale. There will be a bulk pickup and 
that's Tuesday October 21st and Thursday October 23rd and those are the pickup dates with no 
appointment necessary.  Recycling will not be collected during the week of October 20th to October 24th 
materials may be placed at curbside no sooner than 1 hour before sundown of the day prior to the 
scheduled pickup, materials not properly secured,  bundled and unacceptable items will not be collected. 
Materials put out for collection without a scheduled appointment or on the wrong date also will not be 
collected so please make sure you reach out. For more information on the pickup program you can go to 
www.hpboro,com.  Many thanks to the Safe Walking and Cycling committee, Councilman George isn't 
here but many thanks to Keep Middlesex Moving and the Highland Park Police Department for putting 
on a successful bike rodeo last Thursday it was so much fun.  He and his child were there and rode a few 
courses, got some chachkas and all in the name of bike safety. Bike safety is paramount so please make 
sure that you're taking all the precautions as we work hard to improve pedestrian and cycling safety in the 
Borough.  The Environmental commission will meet tonight at 8:00 PM on Zoom, so if you are interested 
in skipping out of this meeting and go to that one you can go to www.hpboro.com for the link.  
Sustainable Highland Park is always busy and they have a few really great events coming up.  June 7th 
the Spring 2025 Clean and Green weekend will be underway.  Please join us for a weekend of native plant 
giveaways, a neighborhood cleanup and a tour of the Meadows Trail near Donaldson Park.  The 2025 
Clean and Green weekend starts at 9:00 AM at Molimock Grath Park. Then on June 7th another 
community cleanup will take place also at Molimock Grath Park formerly Karsey Park we're going to 
come together to clean up our community. Gloves, buckets and other supplies will be provided. He took a 
moment to acknowledge the passing of the beloved Tina Weishaus who chaired Sustainable Highland 
Park since 2018 and actually succeeded our own Teri Jover on Sustainable Farm. There's a lot to be said 
about Tina, there was an incredible ceremony, her funeral was just touching and really showed the type of 
person that she was to commit her life to justice and environmental stewardship.  It takes a very special 
person to really drive that mission forward her entire life.  Anybody who worked with Tina, anybody who 
knew her, knew that she would come to us in the spirit of environmental stewardship not confrontational 
but looking to work with us and really looking to make everybody better and that's a rare characteristic.  I 
think is you know when folks actually make you a better person and make you do what you do better and 
that's not something that I think we say about too many people and for at least for himself Tina was that 
person.  She helped form the Highland Park Green Team and served as the Chair of Sustainable Highland 
Park for eight years.  Tina managed a year-long effort educational campaign to voluntarily reduce reliance 
on people who use plastic bags in Highland Park and in February 2019 that work culminated when 
Highland Park Council passed Ordinance No. 1980 which was the bring your own bag ordinance with 
support from a $10,000 Sustainable Jersey grant funded by the PS&G Foundation.  Sustainable Highland 
Park educated residents and merchants about the maintenance of reducing the use of single plastic single-
use plastic bags and this multifaceted campaign included the purchase and distribution of 200 reusable 
bags along with the installation of signage and other educational materials in downtown and as we all 
know that those local efforts developed into a statewide prohibition on plastic.  For decades Tina has been 
a fixture at climate rallies, council meetings and kitchen table organizing sessions. Anybody who is 
involved in the immigrant justice space knows Tina knows her work with labor. He read a quote that 
Sustainable Jersey put out because Tina was named the June 2025 Sustainable Hero, she knew that she 
was going to get this honor and of course her passing on May 28th puts a strong exclamation on this. 
Melanie McDermott a resident here in Highland Park and who chairs the Shade Tree Advisory 
Committee works closely with Sustainable Highland Park and worked closely with Tina and she says that 
Tina was fierce and unwavering in her principles yet never judgmental, she was deeply caring and 
embodied the rare virtue of equanimity a progressive force and tireless advocate for cutting edge 
environmental causes. She fought passionately for what she believed in and earned the respect of allies 
and her friends alike.  We remember Tina, we remember the impact that she had and will continue to have 
on Highland Park and we are thinking about her family and sending as much love and comfort and peace 
as we can muster.  
 
Council President Kim-Chohan reported tonight on the consent agenda we have an extension for the grace 
period for the third quarter property taxes.  That is to line up with our certification of the budget so use it 
wisely but don't forget. She wished the community a happy Pride Month as well to our residents that will 
be celebrating and to our allies.  Please try to educate yourself, take your children take the whole family 
and really stand side by side with our neighbors.  I had a chance to attend the New Jersey DCA Shared 
Services webinar held on Tuesday they talked about everything from Atlantic County is doing the 
regional court system to save money as you know here in Highland Park the goals is for revenues to meet 
with expenses but that's been a challenge. There’s shared services on the County levels that other counties 
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are doing you heard people talking about Regional High schools, anywhere from EMS.  She looks 
forward to attending more.  They also mentioned that DCA has grants for one time upfront costs as this 
Council has done with some of our Shared Services. She reminded everyone of a few dates: June 10th is 
the Primary election, right now is early voting from June 3rd to June 8th.  If you do need a ride to the polls 
you can call 732-906-3680 and someone will be able to assist you.  Since we won't be meeting again until 
the end of the month she wished everyone a Happy Father's Day and Happy Juneteenth.  
 
Administrator. 
Administrator Jover reported the preparation of the Borough’s Affordable Housing plans to be in 
compliance with the State deadline of June 30th.  The fourth round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan 
as well as our spending plan are now drafted and they've been shared with the Planning Board.  We'll 
have a hearing on June 12th to review the plan and hopefully adopt the plan in accordance with the proper 
procedures and then it'll come to the Council on June 24th following their review for endorsement but it is 
available now up on the website if you go to our homepage go to government and then go to affordable 
housing you'll find it listed there.  If anybody has any questions they can reach out to me and she’d be 
happy to walk them through.  
 
Borough Attorney’s Report. 
Borough Attorney Rainone reported on public participation for those who have not been here before. 
There are several opportunities for the public to speak, the first one is item 10, the public is afforded three 
minutes to speak on any item on the agenda.  That's your resolutions and ordinances, although there are 
none tonight.  Later there will be a second public participation, item 13 that allows the members of the 
public to speak on any topic that they wish.  Third option would be if there were an ordinance on second 
which we do not have tonight. These are done just to help the meeting move along and to make sure that 
everyone has an opportunity to speak.  There is no back and forth once the participation is done the 
Council will make any comments that they deem necessary.  
 
Mayor’s Report. 
Mayor Foster reported we have lost a treasure of Highland Park and that is Tina Weishaus and asked 
everyone for a brief moment of silence.  This month is a very busy month we have a lot going on. Today 
was Caribbean Heritage Month, next week we'll have the Pride Month flag raising and then we'll have 
Juneteenth and hopes everyone can come out and support these activities. At the Caribbean flag raising 
she met someone that says he's lived in town for 43 years it was the first time that he participated in 
anything in town. She was really surprised that was the first time he came to our Community Center, and 
he's looking forward to more events. In Highland Park, because we embrace all our diversity and 
religions, and cultures and we're a very tolerant town and embrace all the diversity that makes up our 
wonderful town and makes us so unique. She thanked everyone that came out this evening. She spoke of 
another Highland Park treasure that is here with us tonight and that's Diane Feldman.  Diane was awarded 
last week the Excellence in Cultural Access Award. She had the opportunity to go to Ground for 
Sculpture and see Diane receive this award. It made us all very proud that we have that we have someone 
here that provides insight not only to about cultural access and how to encourage towns businesses, art 
museum, places where people go and enjoy what we take for granted to make sure that those who are 
disabled or those who are not abled that they she creates spaces for them to have a voice for them to enjoy 
the everyday activities.  She was very proud when they talked about the role that she played from when 
we go to a movie theater as an able-bodied person. Diane was very instrumental in making sure that there 
were seats that were handicapped accessible.  It started out with one, then it went to two and I believe it 
it's now up to five.  That is a hero right there who can go out and advocate for not just herself but for 
many others who are in that same space, and then she took it a step further and she also incorporated her 
thoughts and ideas. I think that's going to go through so I just want to say kudos to you Diane, we are 
fortunate and blessed to have you here in Highland Park to offer this advice, not just to us but to the entire 
State.  She attended the Keep Middlesex Moving Bike Rodeo at Bartle School, and one of the things that 
she was most proud of was that they have bells for bicycles.  Years ago we were trying to see if 
manufacturers would put bells on bicycles because when seniors are riding, driving in or walking in town 
there's often times bikes that pass them and have no bells so to see that there are bells now accessible for 
bicycles that's a big one.   
 
Public Participation. 
Mayor Foster opened the floor for public participation.  
 
There being no one, it was moved by Council President Kim-Chohan and seconded by Council Member 
Vargas to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:  
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members Hale, Hersh, Kim Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  George. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Consent Agenda Items - Resolutions. 
Mayor Foster asked the Council Members if there were any Resolutions they would like pulled from the 
consent agenda.  There were none. 
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Resolution No. 6-25-157 through 6-25-158 were duly adopted on a motion made by Council Member 
Vargas and seconded by Council Member Hale and carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  George. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-154 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park adopted its 2025 Municipal 
Budget on May 6, 2025; and  

WHEREAS, the state has still not certified the budget to the County Tax Administrator so that 
the 2025 tax rate can be established; and  

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector cannot bill 3rd quarter until an official rate is set by the County 
Tax Administrator; and  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A 54:4-67 authorizes Council to provide a ten grace period following the 
required payment date or a twenty-five calendar day period after mailing of the tax bills during which 
interest will not be charged. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

1. The grace period for the 2025 third quarter taxes be extended twenty-five (25) days from the 
actual date of mailing. 

2. That pursuant to N.J.S.A 54:4-66.5 no interest shall be charged on unpaid third quarter 2025 taxes 
provided the same are paid on or before twenty-five (25) days from date of mailing. 

3. That interest thereafter shall be payable at the rate of 8% per annum on the first $1,500.00 of the 
delinquency and 18% per annum on any amount in excess of $1,500.00 to be calculated from 
August 1, 2025 until the date of actual payment.  

4. That a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Chief Financial Officer and Tax 
Collector. 

 
Resolution No. 6-25-155 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park, County of 
Middlesex, State of New Jersey: 

1. The Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute an Agreement with the 
Middlesex County Department of Human Services for the provision of Municipal Alliance 
related activities in the Borough of Highland Park for the period covering July 1, 2025 through 
June 30, 2026.  

 
Resolution No. 6-25-156 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or 
municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined 
at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 
amount. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 2025 budget 
in the sum of $35,235.52, which is now available from the 2025 Clean Communities Grant, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $35,235.52 is hereby appropriated under 
the caption of 2025 Clean Communities Grant. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-157 
 WHEREAS, applications for renewal licenses issued in the Borough of Highland Park under the 
provisions of the Alcoholic Beverage Law (NJSA 33:1-1 et seq.) have been made by the hereinafter 
applicants, and 
 WHEREAS, said applications have been examined and the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Highland Park have made the following findings of fact with respect to each of the applicants: 
 1. Said applications are complete in all respects.  
 2. The applicants and the premises are qualified to be licensed in accordance with Title 33, all 

regulations promulgated by the New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control and local 
ordinances as amended and supplemented pertinent to and consistent with Title 33. 

 3. The applicants have disclosed, and the issuing authority has ascertained and reviewed, the 
source of any additional financing obtained in the previous license term for use in the licensed 
business. 

 4. The Mayor and Council are of the opinion that said applications should be approved. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland 
Park that the following renewal licenses issued under the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law (NJSA 33:1-1 
et seq.) to sell alcoholic beverages upon the premises set forth opposite their names under the terms and 
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conditions prescribed in the Act aforesaid, the amendments and supplements thereof, and the ordinances, 
rules and regulations promulgated by the Director of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, State of 
New Jersey, shall be and are hereby approved, to wit: 
PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSES WITH BROAD C 
SAMP Beverages Inc., t/a Highland Park Wine & Liquor LLC, 97 Woodbridge Ave., -1207-32-003-008 
PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LICENSES 
Rite Aid of New Jersey, Inc., d/b/a Rite Aid 2561, 332 Raritan Avenue – 1207-44-001-005 
Surdas LLC t/a Park Liquors, 80 Raritan Avenue – 1207-44-007-007  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall be and is hereby authorized and 
directed to issue to the aforesaid licensees the license aforesaid, which licenses shall be effective July 1, 
2025 and shall expire June 30, 2026. 
 
Resolution No. 6-25-158  
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all claims 
presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough Treasurer, and which 
have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and the 
same are hereby approved; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of this 
meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in accordance with said 
Ordinance. 

1. The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 6/4/2025 can be found in the Bills List 
Journal Book No. 45. 

 
Second Public Participation. 
Mayor Foster opened the floor for public participation.    
 
There being no one, it was moved by Council Member Vargas and seconded by Council Member Hale  to 
close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:  
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:  Council Members: Hale, Hersh, Kim Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas. 

Opposed:  None. 
Absent:  George. 

  Abstain:  None. 
 
 
There being no further business, on motion made by Council President Kim-Chohan and seconded by 
Council Member Hale and carried by affirmative voice vote of all Council Members present, the meeting 
adjourned at 7:45 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jennifer Santiago 
Borough Clerk 


