BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
REGULAR MEETING
May 20, 2025 — 7:00 PM

A Regular Meeting of the Highland Park Mayor and Council was held on Tuesday, May 20, 2025, and
was called to order by Council President Kim-Chohan at 7:00 PM. Annual Notice of this meeting was
provided to The Home News Tribune, the Star Ledger and the Highland Park Planet on January 8, 2025
and was posted on the Borough website at www.hpboro.com and on the bulletin board at Borough Hall,
221 South Fifth Avenue, Highland Park, NJ and has remained continuously posted as required by law.

Pledge of Allegiance.
Chief of Police Abrams led the flag salute.

Roll Call:
Present: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas, Borough
Attorney Rainone, Borough Administrator Jover, and Borough Clerk Santiago.
Absent: Mayor Foster.

Approval of Minutes.

It was moved by Council Member Hersh and seconded by Council Member Postelnik the minutes of May
6, 2025 Work Session Mtg., and May 6, 2025 Executive Session Mtg. were approved, as distributed, by
the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Council Reports.

Council Member George reported on the agenda tonight is a resolution to repaint the “Black Lives
Matter” roadway marking in front of Borough Hall with a gathering of private and public groups. It just
needs some freshening up after years of wear and tear. It is a little difficult to sit here and not scream and
howl about how that simple expression is now applying to all of us in America, that we all matter, and our
elected government is trying to paint so many of us out of existence and into subservience to whatever
these autocratic wannabes decide looks good on them today. We painted “Black Lives Matter” because
of the controversies about police violence and devaluing human lives. But here in Highland Park, just as
a reminder, we had started after 2005 when our self-analysis said, we better work on this stuff. And prior
to the murders, our department had set itself aside from this — we were community police long before it
was a social meme. We had new management working under a mentor we hired, to revive, revitalize,
renew and reorient us. Today, Highland Park Police Department is an example for other departments
about how a small department, situated between two large towns, can create an atmosphere of inclusion,
care and caution with all of our residents. Police Department: a blue envelope which is part of the new
initiative to assist drivers on the autism spectrum with traffic stops. Experience showed that some
incidents with drivers which reported out as confrontational were the result of drivers who did not view
the incident the way other drivers would. The Blue envelope contains the driver’s ID documents, and
presenting it immediately signals the officer to deal appropriately. Our officers are being trained in
interactions with autistic drivers which allow interactions to proceed. The bicycle rodeo unfortunately
was rained out last week and we have rescheduled it for May 30th, same time, 4:30 to 6 and same place at
Bartle School. 1It’s a collaboration with Keep Middlesex Moving, SWACC and the Police Department,
with games, bike safety checks, a bike mechanic, and helmet giveaways. On June 3rd we’ll be swearing
in two new officers with the drive and training for community based policing. FIRE DEPARTMENT:
the Department is getting ready for Memorial Day, which is always a sort of commemoration along with
an open house. Today the Firefighters are planting flowers for the memorial. The Memorial Day
ceremonies here to honor the fallen, including our firefighters, are not usually followed by many
residents. It is our own quiet memorial and opportunity to honor our public safety members in first aid,
fire and police. There were 42 fire responses in April, more than one a day. With our full time staffing
being managed by the Chief and Chief Abrams, there were no issues with any responses by the Fire
department. LIBRARY: the Board of Trustees met last night and went through a number of new
programs coming or restarting. Films in the Media Room are restarting, and on June 24th, the Science
Hero’s will be at the library at 2pm for a great program for children which adults may also find delightful.
They’ve been appearing at libraries this year with a program encouraging curiosity, wonder and
investigation with a science themed program and we were lucky to be able to book them.

Council Member Postelnik reported on the Human Relation Commission’s annual flag raising events:
Wednesday, June 4th we'll be holding the Caribbean-American Heritage Flag Raising event from 6 PM to
6:45 PM; Wednesday June 11th there'll be the Pride Month flag raising from 6 PM to 6:45PM and then on
Thursday, June 19th there will be the Juneteenth flag raising event from 5:00 PM to 5:45 PM, all those
will be happening just outside of the Community Center. On today's agenda, Council Member George
spoke beautifully to it, there is a resolution of support for the restoration of the Black Lives Matter mural
in town. The mural is approaching five years in age and has become faded and worn as noted and we all
remain committed to the principles underlying that message and asked fellow council colleagues to
support its restoration. Another wonderful project of the Human Relations Commission. Also on the
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agenda is the appointment of Rui Gao to the Human Relations Commission, she’s already working with
the Chairs of the Commission to get fully up and running and help out with all the events that the
Commission has lined up and again encouraged his fellow Council colleagues to support this nomination.
Lastly for anyone out there in the public who may be interested in joining the Human Relations
Commission and working on events and programs that help bring our community together I encourage
you to submit a volunteer application. The application can be accessed on the Borough’s website at
hpboro.com and submit it to our wonderful Municipal Clerk Jennifer Santiago. I know a number of folks
have expressed interest and are starting the application process but there still should be a few vacancies
available.

Council Member Hersh reminded everyone that bulk pickup is underway and by appointment only. The
bulk waste collection will be by appointment and pickups can be scheduled on Wednesdays through the
remainder of May and June, as well as September and October. To make an appointment please call
Public Works at 732-712-208. Each household may request up to two collections a year. He noted the
week after the town-wide garage sale there will be a bulk pickup scheduled town-wide, and you do not
need to make an appointment. Recycling will not be collected during the week of September 16th to
September 20™, materials may be placed at the curbside no sooner than 1 hour before sundown of the day
prior to the scheduled pickup. Materials not properly secured, bundled and unacceptable items please see
the list at www.hpboro.com. Materials put out for collection without a scheduled appointment or on the
wrong date also will not be collected. Why does that sound so strict, because this time of year there is
often a lot of material that's left out on the curb for pickup. We see this routinely particularly as tenant
leases come up in June and people move, we see a lot of folks just discarding items on the curb.
Fortunately in Highland Park there is a market for that and a lot of folk often advertise on social media
and folks would come and reuse the goods. However if things lie out there too long it can be hazardous
and it's important to keep your bulk collection in a safe secure place. Monthly report on sanitation and
recycling, thank you Frank Troy from DPW for providing the data. 311 tons of trash collected on eight
collection days and delivered to Middlesex County landfill this month and year to date is 1,223 tons of
trash collection. Recycling this month alone we collected 93 tons over nine collection days delivered to
Colgate Paper Stock Company in New Brunswick and year to date is 326.29 tons. He noted if anybody
was interested in coordinating a trip to the Colgate paper stock company it is fascinating. There does seem
to be a myth out there that recycling materials are not recycled but they are and they're sorted through and
it's a really interesting process. Our Environmental Commission can arrange for a tour so please reach
out if you are interested. The Environmental Commission will meet on Wednesday, June 4th at 8:00 PM
on Zoom go to www.hpboro.com for the link. We are appointing Josephine O’Grady tonight to the
Environmental Commission I was able to meet her at the Park Partners voting, so congratulations to
Josephine and thank you for stepping up. Sustainable Highland Park will meet next Wednesday, May
28th at 7:30 p.m. in person here at Borough Hall in the downstairs conference room you can enter from
the South 6th side downstairs, this will be a hybrid meeting but the meeting will be in person. Upcoming
programming through Sustainable Highland Park, June 7th mark your calendars it's the spring 2025 clean
and green weekend, join us for a weekend of native plant giveaways, a neighborhood cleanup and a tour
of the Meadows Trail by Donaldson Park. He noted that there are different events on Saturday and
Sunday. On June 7%, 9AM to 1PM at Molimock-Graff Park and then also that morning also at 9:00 am
related but a separate activity we're going to come together for a cleanup of our community, gloves,
buckets and other supplies will be provided. The Shade Tree Advisory Committee we work hard in
between meetings making sure that our tree maintenance program is efficient and underway and you may
have seen that the Borough recently planted about 100 new trees around town and of course they need to
be maintained in these critical early years. If your portion of the street is missing a tree or if there's a gap
you can request a tree and highly recommended you do so because planting trees and improving our tree
canopy is particularly important especially now. We have a lot of neighborhoods that are roughly the
same age as Highland Park established in 1905. There's some older homes and younger homes but a lot
of homes were built at a time when trees were planted about a hundred years ago. So please if you go to
www.hpboro.com you can learn more about our tree planting program and you can also request a tree for
the next time we do a planting. Trees help conserve energy by blocking winter winds and shading the
summer sun, reduce noise, reduce noise pollution by absorbing sounds, filter and cleanse our water. On
average trees add from 5% to 6% to the value of your home. A large shade tree can produce enough
oxygen for 10 people each year and this is really important particularly in urbanized communities like
Highland Park. Trees make the Borough cooler by reducing the urban heat island effect, they control soil
erosion, enhance the appearance of our streets, clean the air by absorbing carbon dioxide and harmful
pollutants. Thank you to our volunteers who cleared 18 4 pounds of litter from Raritan Avenue, and
North Third and five rain gardens on South Third, Fourth and Fifth. This is part of Sustainable Highland
Park's regular cleanup, you can go to www.sustainable highland park.org to learn more about Sustainable
Highland Park and upcoming programs. You can also check out their new website which is incredible.
Many congratulations to Sustainable for seeing this through.

Council Member Hale reported that this Thursday from 3 to 7 pm and Friday from 11 to Spm are the
downtown planting days. Main Street Highland Park can often use help planting so if you do have some
time please reach out the Main Street Highland Park. Outdoor movie night kicked off this week with the
Muppet movie. This year it looks a little bit like a David Lynch film festival. Blue Velvet on July 19th
Mulholland Drive on August 16th and a Twin Peaks double feature on September 27th. All start at 9pm.
This summer we are starting a local business social media project. The idea is to do little short videos of
Highland Park businesses which will get posted on every social media channel possible. If you are a local
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business or have a favorite local business please reach out to me at mhale@hpboro.com. New banners are
coming, he thanked Main Street Highland Park and the Design Committee members. Especially lead
designer Geza Schenk.

Council Member Vargas reported that the Memorial Day Parade is coming up this Monday, May 26. The
parade will begin at 10:30 AM at Civic Square in New Brunswick and will make its way to Highland
Park along Raritan Avenue, with ceremonies taking place at the Doughboy Monument. We anticipate
reaching Highland Park around 11:30 AM. We encourage everyone in the community to come out and
join us as we honor and remember the brave men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice in service
to our country. The Highland Park Arts Commission continues its exciting work with another installment
of its Learn & Create Workshop Series on May 27 at the Highland Park Library starting at 7pm. This
upcoming workshop focuses on Beginner Jewelry Making and I’m happy to share that it is already at
capacity with 25 registrations. The original maximum was 18 participants, but due to high demand, they
were able to expand the class. There is even consideration of offering this workshop again in the fall,
which is great news for those who didn’t get in this time around. A huge congratulations to the Arts
Commission for being awarded a Park Partners Grant! This grant will support a new initiative called the
Free Little Art Gallery, which will bring mini art galleries to different parts of the Borough. The first
installation is planned for the Environmental Center on River Road, which is now home to Raices
Cultural Center. We’re looking forward to seeing these little galleries pop up and bring creativity to
unexpected places. Stay tuned for news of when the first installation will take place. The Commission
also co-sponsored Porchfest, which took place this past Sunday. I had the honor of hosting five bands on
our porch, each representing a unique music genre. It was a joyful day filled with music, dancing, and
community spirit. A huge thank you to Gary Kaplan and Sue Winkler for their outstanding coordination
and planning — from registration to promotion, everything ran smoothly. Our family loved being part of
it and we’re already looking forward to hosting again next year.

Council President Kim Chohan reported that the Mayor is currently attending the New Jersey Conference
of Mayors' 60th Annual Spring Conference in Atlantic City and cannot attend tonight's meeting. Please
note that the Rent Control Board will not be holding its monthly meeting this month. We look forward to
seeing you next month. We still have an opening for a part-time Tax Assessor Clerk. If you are
interested, please apply on our Borough website. Last night, she joined Governor Murphy and many
other AAPI elected officials to celebrate Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. In 2023,
New Jersey had approximately 929,000 AAPI residents, with Middlesex County having the largest
population and share within the State. Thank you for your contributions. Lastly, enjoy the unofficial start
of summer during this three-day weekend! While the weather may not reflect the seasonal change, we
hope you will join us for the Memorial Day parade on Monday.

Administrator.

Borough Administrator Jover reported that item 12A on the agenda authorization to go out to solicit
proposals for leasing of 115 Raritan Avenue which the Borough has acquired as part of our Tract A
redevelopment, we were approached by two separate entities with an interest in utilizing the garage space
for operating and maintaining their own fleets The proper procedure if we were going with a for-profit
entity is to get this authorization from Council. We'll issue a proposal and see what comes in. She pointed
out the executive session to discuss JSM v. Highland Park litigation and stating we are not going to hold
that meeting tonight because we just don't have enough to report and asked the Council to consider
tabling that Resolution this evening. The unofficial start of summer is here and our Code Enforcement
office has reported quite a number of calls from residents regarding grass height. There was a post on
Facebook from the Borough reminding folks we do have property maintenance regulations, we are not
extremely rigid about enforcing them however we do suggest folks keep tabs on those. Her
understanding is that the code is 4 inches grass height but in general we all know how it is, lots of rain
means lots of growth. And I would also remind folks more importantly, shrubs that are in the right of
way particularly sidewalks and at corners do tend to bust forward at this time of year and property owners
that have those corners and those key areas where they have shrubs in the right of ways we also ask that
you please keep those under control so that people can walk by. Just a gentle reminder kind of time to
step up on the property maintenance and keep an eye out for your neighbors, if they're having any
difficulty with their maintenance maybe you can give them a hand.

Borough Attorney’s Report.

Borough Attorney Rainone reminded the public and for those at home during the Council meetings there
are several opportunities for members of the public to speak and express their opinions. Number 10 which
is the public participation, you'll be awarded three minutes to speak to any item on the agenda, so that's
resolutions, ordinances, appointments so on so forth. Number 15 you'll see a second public participation
that is three minutes where members are allowed to speak on any item not on the agenda anything they
want to bring forward to Council. The third opportunity is on ordinances on second reading which there
is one tonight, the public will be given an opportunity to speak on that ordinance specifically. During that
speaking session it's not a back and forth, you are welcome to ask the Council any questions, you're
welcome to make any comments, the Council is not going to engage in a back and forth and answer those
questions during your time and that is done to allow for every member to have ample opportunity to
speak before the Council makes any kind of comment back. Thank you very much.

Public Participation.
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Council President Kim-Chohan opened the floor for public participation.

There being no one, it was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member
Postelnik to close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Ordinances Requiring a Second Reading.

Ordinance No. 25-2114 Bond Ordinance providing for Various Water and Sewer Improvements,
Appropriating $1,500,00 Therefore from the Water/Sewer Utility and Authorizing the Issuance of
$1,500,000 Bonds or Notes to Finance the Cost Thereof

An ordinance entitled, Bond Ordinance providing for Various Water and Sewer Improvements,
Appropriating $1,500,000 Therefor from the Water/Sewer Utility and Authorizing the Issuance of
$1,500,000 Bonds or Notes to Finance the Cost Thereof has been duly advertised for consideration of
passage on final reading by title and affidavits of publication thereto are on file. The ordinance has also
been posted and made available for public inspection.

Council President Kim-Chohan opened public hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2114.

Seeing no one, on motion by Council Member Hale and seconded by Council Member George, the public
hearing on Ordinance No. 25-2114 was closed and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Councilpersons: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

On motion by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Hale, the ordinance entitled as
above, was duly adopted by the following roll call vote, to wit:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Councilpersons: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Consent Agenda Items — Resolutions.
Council President Kim-Chohan asked the Council Members if there were any Resolutions they would like
pulled from the consent agenda. There were none.

Resolution No. 5-25-142 through 5-25-151 were duly adopted on a motion made by Council Member
George and seconded by Council Member Postelnik and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Resolution No. 5-25-142

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park (hereinafter referred to as the “Borough”) owns a
property located at 115 Raritan Avenue, Block 1704, Lot 47 (hereinafter referred to as the “Property”); and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to lease this Property, as the property is currently pending
redevelopment in accordance with the Downtown Redevelopment Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to solicit bids for leasing rights for the Property; and

WHEREAS, the bid solicitation shall be advertised by the Borough in accordance with the
provisions of the New Jersey Lands and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-14(a), as the Property is not
needed for public use; and

WHEREAS, upon completion of the bidding the Borough may accept the highest bid(s) or reject
all bids; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to solicit bids for the Property to be used for the storage of motor
vehicles; and

WHEREAS, the minimum bid amount for the lease agreement shall be Three Thousand
($3,000.00) Dollars per month for a term not to exceed six (6) months.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough
of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that the Borough is authorized to advertise
bid specifications for leasing rights of real property owned by the Borough located at 115 Raritan Avenue,
Block 1704, Lot 47 for the purposes of motor vehicle storage.
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Resolution No. 5-25-143

WHEREAS, the Highland Park Police Department has a need to make repairs to the 2022 Chevy
Malibu LS; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Local Public Contracts Law NJSA 40A:11-6 et seq, a contract may be
awarded and immediate delivery of goods or the performance of services may be provided when an
emergency affects the public health, safety or welfare; and

WHEREAS, Highland Park Service Center is qualified and able to make said repairs and has been
authorized to proceed with the work in an amount not to exceed $16,441.57; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Current Fund Account No. 5-01-26-315-
232 in an amount not to exceed $16,441.57, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial
Officer no. 2025-51.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. That the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to issue payment in the amount

not to exceed $16,441.57 to Highland Park Service Center, 126 Raritan Avenue, Highland Park NJ
08904 for the repairs to the 2022 Chevy Malibu LS.

2. Copies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Chief Financial Officer, the Chief of Police,
Public Works Superintendent and Borough Administrator.

Resolution No. 5-25-144

WHEREAS, the Borough of Highland Park is the owner of certain surplus property which is no

longer needed for public use; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council is desirous of selling said surplus property in an “as is”

condition without express or implied warranties.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland

Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

(D) The sale of the surplus property shall be conducted through GovDeals pursuant to New
Jersey State Contract #83453/T-2581 in accordance with the terms and conditions of the
State Contract. The terms and conditions of the agreement entered into with GovDeals are
available online at www.govdeals.com and also available from the Borough Clerk’s Office
in the Borough of Highland Park.

) The sale will be conducted online and the address of the auction site is www.govdeals.com.

3) The sale is being conducted pursuant to Local Finance Notice 2008-9.

4) A list of the surplus property to be sold is attached to the original of this resolution.

%) The surplus property as identified shall be sold in an “as-is” condition without express or
implied warranties with the successful bidder required to execute a Hold Harmless and
Indemnification Agreement concerning use of said surplus property.

(6) The Borough of Highland Park reserves the right to accept or reject any bid submitted.

Resolution No. 5-25-145

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2 authorizes contracting units, including the Borough of Highland
Park, to make purchases and contract for services through the use of nationally recognized and accepted
cooperative purchasing agreements that have been developed utilizing a competitive bidding process by
another contracting units within the State of New Jersey or within any other state; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 10-18-262, adopted October 9, 2018, the Borough of Highland Park
entered into an agreement with a national cooperative called Sourcewell; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of entering the contract with Sourcewell was to obtain better prices than
the Borough would be able to obtain individually, and to save the Borough the expense of bidding; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council by Resolution No. 5-21-128, adopted May 42, 2021 authorizing
the contract for Asset Essentials (Work Order Software) with Dude Solutions through Sourcewell Contract
No. 090320-SDI; and

WHEREAS, the Superintendent of the Department of Public Works has done research and has
recommended renewal of the Asset Essentials (Work Order Software) through contract with Sourcewell:

Item Description Vendor Amount Contract No.

Asset Essentials (Work Order Software) Brightly $13,296.93 090320-SDI

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Current Fund Account No. 5-01-20-140-218
in an amount not to exceed $13,296.93, as reflected by the Certification of Funds by the Finance Department
No. 2025-52.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The Superintendent of Public Works is hereby authorized to execute said contract for the Asset
Essentials (Work Order Software) from Brightly Software, Inc, PO Box 200618, Pittsburgh, PA 15251-
0618, through Sourcewell Contract No. 090320-SDI, for a total amount not to exceed $13,296.93.

2. Certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Public Works Department and the Chief
Financial Officer.

Resolution No. 5-25-146
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 12-24-270, adopted December 10, 2024, the Borough
Council authorized execution of a contract with ConQuest Construction Inc. for the Water Service Line
Field Verification by Hydro Excavation for Lead Service Line Inventory, in an amount not to exceed
$792,100.00, without further resolution of Council; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to said resolution a contract was duly executed; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 4-25-116, adopted on April 15, 2025, the Borough Council authorized
Pay Estimate No. 1 to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $32,857.44 in accordance with said Pay
Estimate for work performed from March 26, 2025 to March 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, it appears from Pay Estimate No. 2, filed by USA-Highland Park, the Borough’s
Water and Sewer Utility Operator, that certain work under said contract has been completed and approved,
and there is due to ConQuest Construction Inc. the sum of $106,039.92 in accordance with said Pay
Estimate for work performed from April 1, 2025 to April 22, 2025; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in the Grant Fund Account No. G-02-41-802-
201, in an amount not to exceed $106,039.92, as reflected by the Certification of Funds Available by the
Chief Financial Officer Certification No. 2025-53.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized and directed to pay ConQuest Construction
Inc., 450 South River Road, Hackensack NJ 07601, the sum of $106,039.92, as certified by USA-
Highland Park in Pay Estimate No. 2, subject to the Clerk’s receipt of the Certified Payroll and
Project Manning Reports and additional documents as necessary;

2. That certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Borough Administrator, Chief
Financial Officer, USA-Highland Park and ConQuest Construction.

Resolution No. 5-25-147

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 9-24-221, adopted September 17, 2024, the Borough
Council authorized execution of a contract with Fischer Contracting Inc. for Improvements to North Fourth
Avenue, Denison Street and Harper Street, in an amount not to exceed $569,197.74; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to said resolution a contract was duly executed; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 12-24-267, adopted December 10, 2025, the Borough Council
authorized Pay Estimate No. 1 in the amount of $410,151.83 in accordance with said Pay Estimate No. 1
for work performed from October 23, 2024 to November 25, 2024; and

WHEREAS, it appears from Pay Estimate No. 2, filed by CME Associates memo dated May 6,
2025, certain work under said contract has been completed and approved, and there is due to Fischer
Contracting. the sum of $34,732.77 in accordance with said Pay Estimate No. 2 for work performed from
November 18, 2024 to December 13, 2024; and

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Capital Account No. C-04-55-832-001, in an
amount not to exceed $34,732.77, as reflected by the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer,
Certification No. 2025-54.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that

1. The Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized and directed to pay Fischer Contracting

Inc., 10 Short Hills Lane, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076, the sum of $34,732.77, as certified by the

Engineer in Pay Estimate No. 2, subject to the Clerk’s receipt of the Certified Payroll and Project

Manning Reports and additional documents as necessary.

2. Certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Borough Administrator, Chief Financial
Officer and Fischer Contracting Inc.

Resolution No. 5-25-148

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 9-24-221, adopted September 17, 2024, the Borough
Council authorized execution of a contract with Fischer Contracting Inc. for Improvements to North Fourth
Avenue, Denison Street and Harper Street, in an amount not to exceed $569,197.74; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to said resolution a contract was duly executed; and

WHEREAS, supplemental work was requested by the Borough to perform improvements to the
Borough Hall parking lot and the Borough’s Senior Housing parking lot; and

WHEREAS, Fischer Contracting Inc. estimates that the cost of the supplemental work is
$31,500.00 and the Borough Engineer has reviewed the estimate and recommends that the Borough proceed
with the Change Order No. 1; and

WHEREAS, Council has reviewed the proposed Change Order No. 1 for this contract and has
approved the same subject to satisfaction of N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.9 relating to change orders;

WHEREAS, funds for this purpose are available in Capital Account No. C-04-55-832-001, in an
amount not to exceed $31,500.00 for a total contract amount of $600,697.74, as reflected by the certification
of funds by the Chief Financial Officer, Certification No. 2025-55.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that:

1. Change Order No. 1 dated May 14, 2025 with Fischer Contracting Inc., 10 Short Hills Lane,

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076, in the amount of $31,500.00 for improvements to the Borough Hall
parking lot and the Borough’s Senior Housing parking lot is hereby approved.

2. Certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to Borough Engineer, Fisher Contracting, Inc.

and the Chief Financial Officer.
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Resolution No. 5-25-149

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government
Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or
municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined
at the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal
amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the
Borough of Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 2025 budget
in the sum of $20,000.00, which is now available from the Green Communities Grant, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $20,000.00 is hereby appropriated under
the caption of Green Communities Grant.

Resolution No. 5-25-150
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council, Highland Park Human Relations Commission and
the Highland Park Arts Commission is aware that the Black Lives Matter mural on South 5th Ave., on the
street in front of Borough Hall and across from the Headquarters of the Police Department, is a source of
pride for Borough residents; and
WHEREAS, the mural was painted through a collaboration of the Highland Park Human
Relations Commission, Highland Park Arts Commission and the Highland Park Artists Collective in June
of 2020, with materials and assistance from the Highland Park Department of Public Works; and
WHEREAS, the Black Lives Matter mural was added to the landscape of the Borough following
the protests and marches held in cities across the United States in the months after the killing of George
Floyd, an unarmed black civilian, by a Minneapolis, MN police officer on May 25, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the mural has faded after four years of exposure to the elements and a steady stream
of traffic on the street that leads to three primary municipal facilities and to the Bartle Elementary School.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland
Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that
1. The Mayor and Borough Council are in support of the repainting of the “Black Lives Matter” mural
and the deep significance of Black Lives Matter to members of our community, as a principle that
makes an important statement about the rights and intrinsic humanity of our African American
community members, without regard to the interests or politics of any sponsoring organization.
2. Certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Borough Administrator, Mayor and Council
Members, Public Works Superintendent and the Chief Financial Officer.

Resolution No. 5-25-151

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park that all claims
presented prior to this meeting as shown on a detailed list prepared by the Borough Treasurer, and which
have been submitted and approved in accordance with Highland Park Ordinance No. 1004, shall be and
the same are hereby approved; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall include in the minutes of this
meeting a statement as to all such claims approved as shown in a Bills List Journal in accordance with
said Ordinance.

1. The bills approved for payment at this meeting, Bills List 5/20/2025 can be found in the

Bills List Journal Book No. 45.

Resolutions Requiring a Separate Vote.
Resolution 5-25-152

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-85 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government
Services may, at the request of, or with the consent of, the governing body of any county or municipality,
make such correction of the title, text, or amount of any appropriation appearing in the budget as may be
necessary to make said item of appropriation available for the purpose or purposes required for the needs
of any county of municipality,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the provisions of NJS
40A:4-85, the Borough of Highland Park hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services to make the following correction in the 2025 budget:

From: Matching Funds for Grants $3,000.00

To: Green Communities Grant Match $3,000.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the foregoing correction is, in the opinion of the governing
body, warranted and authorized by the statute referred to above, and is necessary for the orderly operation
of the Middlesex County, Borough of Highland Park for the reason set forth:

1. At the time of the 2025 budget adoption The Borough of Highland Park had not yet been awarded
the Green Communities grant. The Borough budgeted grant match funds in the event the
Borough received the grant. After budget adoption, the Borough was awarded the grant and
therefore has the need to move those matching funds to the grant.

Resolution No. 5-25-152 was duly adopted on a motion made by Council Member Hale and seconded by
Council Member George and carried by the following roll call vote:
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ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Kim-Chohan, Postelnik, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Appointments.
Appointment of Rui Gao to the Human Relations Commission, and Josephine O’Grady to the

Environmental Commission - No Confirmation Needed.

Second Public Participation.
Council President Kim-Chohan opened the floor for public participation.

There being no one, it was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Hale to
close public participation, and carried by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Postelnik, Kim-Chohan, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

Executive Session:
Resolution No. 5-25-153

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act permits the exclusion of the public from
a meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council is of the opinion that such circumstances exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Highland Park, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from the closed session at close of tonight’s open session.

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows:
Executive Session: Litigation — JSM at Highland Park v. Highland Park

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public when
these matters are resolved or as soon thereafter as it is deemed to be in the public interest
to do so.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Council President Kim-Chohan said that additional time was needed and asked the Council for a motion
to pull this Resolution.

It was moved by Council Member George and seconded by Council Member Postelnik to table
Resolution 5-25-153 Executive Session: Litigation — JSM at Highland Park v. Highland Park, and carried
by the following roll call vote:

ROLL CALL: Ayes: Council Members: George, Hale, Hersh, Postelnik, Kim-Chohan, Vargas
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Abstain: None.

There being no further business, on motion made by Council Member George and seconded by Council
Member Hale, and carried by affirmative voice vote of all Council Members present, the meeting

adjourned at 7:37 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Santiago
Borough Clerk



