
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-2108 
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE LEASE OF THE FIRST FLOOR OF  
212 RARITAN AVENUE TO MAIN STREET HIGHLAND PARK  

 
 WHEREAS, The Borough of Highland Park (hereinafter “Borough”) owns the parcel of real 
estate located at 212 Raritan Avenue  more specifically described as Block 2202 Lot 4, (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Building”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property includes a two-story building; and 

 
WHEREAS, Main Street Highland Park (hereinafter “Lessee”) Lessee is a non-profit corporation 

designated as a Section 501(c)(3) organization by the Internal Revenue Services which is in need of an 
office building in order to assist and support businesses in the downtown area; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is willing to lease the 1st Floor of the building in accordance with the 

terms and conditions contained in the Lease attached hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Land and Building Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq. authorizes 
municipalities to lease property to non-profit organizations at less than the market rate for rent when the 
leasehold meets the “public purposes” set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12-14; and  

 WHEREAS, the Building is not currently being used by the Borough; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough finds that it would be in the best interests of both parties to authorize a 
lease with the Lessee; and   

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq. requires any nonprofit corporation leasing space to 
annually submit a report setting out the use to which the leasehold was put during each year, the activities 
of the lessee undertaken in furtherance of the public purpose for which the leasehold was granted; the 
approximate value or cost, if any, of such activities in furtherance of such purpose; and an affirmation of 
the continued tax-exempt status of the nonprofit corporation pursuant to both State and Federal law; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the 
conditions of this lease. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

1. A Lease between the Borough of Highland Park and Main Street Highland Park for the rental 
of the 1st floor in a building located at 212 Raritan Avenue, Highland Park, New Jersey 08904 
for a term of three (3) years is hereby approved and authorized, commencing on the date this 
Lease Agreement and expiring December 31, 2027 is fully executed by both parties, for less 
than market rate rent. 

2. Notwithstanding the length of this Lease or the options, if the Borough determines it needs 
access to the building to advance redevelopment of the site, the Borough shall give Lessee at 
least sixty (60) days’ notice to vacate.  

3. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute such lease in substantially 
similar form annexed hereto. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this 
Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section 
paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so adjudicated, and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be 
deemed valid and effective; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions 
of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, this Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication in 
accordance with applicable law. 
 
Introduced on first reading by title:  April 1, 2025. 
 
ADOPTED:  April 15, 2025 
 
ATTEST:       APPROVED:    
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Jennifer Santiago     Elsie Foster 
Borough Clerk      Mayor 


