ORDINANCE NO. 25-2106
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE LEASE OF 20-40 RIVER ROAD TO THE RAICES
CULTURAL CENTER

WHEREAS, The Borough of Highland Park (hereinafter “Borough”) owns the parcel of real estate
located at 20-40 River Road, commonly known as the Eugene M. Young Environmental Education Center
(hereinafter referred to as the “Building”); and

WHEREAS, Raices Cultural Center (hereinafter “Lessee”) is a non-profit corporation designated
as a Section 501(c)(3) organization by the Internal Revenue Services which is in need of space to provide
programs, services, research materials and educational opportunities to the public; and

WHEREAS, the Borough is willing to lease the building in accordance with the terms and
conditions contained in the Lease attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, the Local Land and Building Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq. authorizes
municipalities to lease property to non-profit organizations at less than the market rate for rent when the
leasehold meets the “public purposes” set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12-14; and

WHEREAS, the Lessee is an experienced nonprofit that has served as a valuable community
resource and assisted the Borough in the past to support culture and educational services in many ways; and

WHEREAS, the Lessee has agreed to continue to assist the Borough in the clean-up and repair of
the Property so it can be utilized for the aforementioned uses; and

WHEREAS, the Borough finds that it would be in the best interests of both parties to authorize a
lease with the Lessee; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq. requires any nonprofit corporation leasing space to
annually submit a report setting out the use to which the leasehold was put during each year, the activities
of the lessee undertaken in furtherance of the public purpose for which the leasehold was granted; the
approximate value or cost, if any, of such activities in furtherance of such purpose; and an affirmation of
the continued tax-exempt status of the nonprofit corporation pursuant to both State and Federal law; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the
conditions of this lease.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of
Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:

1. A Lease between the Borough of Highland Park and Raices Cultural Center for the rental of
the building located at 20-40 River Road, Highland Park, New Jersey 08904 for a term of three
(3) years , commencing on the date this Lease Agreement and expiring December 31, 2027 is
fully executed by both parties, for less than market rate rent.

2. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute such lease in substantially
similar form annexed hereto.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this
Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section
paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so adjudicated, and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be
deemed valid and effective; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions
of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, this Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication in
accordance with applicable law.

Introduced on first reading by title: April 1, 2025.
ADOPTED: April 15, 2025

ATTEST: APPROVED:

Jennifer Santiago Elsie Foster
Borough Clerk Mayor



