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GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR

I'm pleased to announce that the Borough's Park Partners 2025 grant program is now
accepting applications.

In the Park Partners program, the Mayor and Council invite residents to share their ideas
for a program that will improve life in Highland Park. We invite applications that describe
proposed initiatives in any of these five categories:

> Environment

> Art

> Culture & Diversity

> Safety, Universal Access, or Health & Wellness

> Highland Park High School students class/club projects.

The deadline for applications is Tuesday May 13th at 1:00 pm.

Once all applications are in, the Borough will hold a Park Partners applicants'’
exhibition/and voting session on Sunday May 18th at the Highland Park Community Center,
between 1-4 pm. All Borough residents, ages 13 and up, are eligible to vote in this session.

. The top vote-getter in each of the five categories will receive a grant of up to $2,000 to
\ - implement their proposal.

You can access the grant application online, here: https://tinyurl.com/42722zda

Applications must be submitted to Harry Glazer, Public Information Officer, by email at
hglazer@hpboro.com or dropped off at Borough Hall by Tuesday May 13th. Please send
him an email or visit his office, on the lower level of Borough Hall, if you have any questions
about the Park Partners 2025 grant program.

Sign-up for Autopay for Borough Bills: At the March 18th meeting, Council President
Kim-Chohan encouraged residents to consider signing up for the Borough's relatively new
Autopay service. To do so, visit the payment portal (https://tinyurl.com/yh7eh2ad) to create
an account if not already registered, enter your banking information, and then click on
"Autopay Enrollment." Residents can use the service to pay quarterly utility and/or property
tax bills. This is just one of several options; residents can also mail in their checks, use the
drop box in front of Borough Hall, or pay bills in person at the tax office in Borough Hall.

Condemnation Area in Need of Redevelopment Determination: At the March 18th
meeting, the Borough Council passed a resolution designating Block 1704, Lots 43, 46, and
49 (Classic Cleaners) as a condemnation area in need of redevelopment under New Jersey's
Redevelopment Law. Following a study by the Borough Planner, and a public hearing, the
Planning Board determined the site meets the statutory criteria for the designation. The site is
located in the center of the area known as Tract A in the adopted Downtown Redevelopment
Plan for Tracts A-D (https://tinyurl.com/4aeeydéw)
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» April Luncheon: A e
Tuesday, April 22nd, 12:00 pm
Catered by Stuffed Tailgate s B i
(Kosher option available upon request) - -— O

Entertainment by Janice Wojcik

> May - Mother's Day Luncheon:

Tuesday, May 13th, 12:00 pm

Catered by Pithari

(Kosher option available upon request)

Featuring Italian Music and Storytelling by Alessandra Belloni

> May Education Lecture:
Stroke and Sepsis - What You Need to Know
Presented by: Hackensack Meridian
Wednesday, May 14, 2025, 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Learn about the signs, symptoms, and risk factors of a stroke,
the importance of responding with B.E.F.A.S.T,, and
how to prevent sepsis.

> June - Senior Prom (“Dancing Under the Stars"):

Tuesday, June 13th, 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Catered by DeeDee's Pizza (Kosher option available upon request)
Entertainment by DJ Maxx

Covetho Datiss

Atlantic City Trip to Resort Casino: April 29, 2025

Memorial Day Parade: Monday May 26th
at11:00 am

Community Services Outreach & Assistance:
Appointments with our Social Worker Nicole Huff:
Call (732) 819-0052 or email nhuff@hpboro.com
to schedule visit. Walk-in hours are available on
Fridays (no appointment necessary).

Food Pantry Hours:
* 2nd and 4th Thursdays:

9:00 am - 10:45 am and 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
¢ 2nd and 4th Saturdays: 9:30 am - 10:30 am
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NEA Big Read, a program from the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with
Arts Midwest, has come to Highland Park.

Join Raices Cultural Center and the Highland Park Public Library to participate in a series
of book discussion groups, creative writing activities, story sharing projects and creative
arts events, connected to and inspired by Yaa Gyasi's Homegoing and the theme "Where
We Live: People, History and Culture!”

Homegoing follows the parallel paths of two Ghanaian sisters born into different villages,
each unaware of the other. Through eight generations of their descendants we see how
the memory of captivity has been inscribed on the soul of our nations. From the Gold
Coast to the plantations of Mississippi, and from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Har-
lem, Yaa Gyasi's extraordinary novel illuminates slavery's troubled legacy both for those
who were taken and those who stayed. It's perfect for readers who enjoyed Pachinko,
Middlesex, or the works of Toni Morrison. .

This program is appropriate for adults and older teens who are ready to discuss mature
topics and themes. Registration is not required, but if you register for three reading or
writing events, you can receive a free copy of the book, while supplies last (Register at
https://raicesculturalcenter.org/bigread). Or if you can only make it to one event, borrow
a Spanish, large print, or regular print copy from the library.
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News (rem The Highland Park Public Library

The library's regularly scheduled children’s programs, Books and Babies, Tot Time and Book Break are continuing
through May. Also join our Children's Librarian for another challenging Lego Club on Saturday May 3. '

Other special programs for adults include Game Night on Monday April 28, and the Knitting and Crochet group on
the evening of Tuesday, May 13. And every Wednesday afternoon join us for Crafternoons, a place to share your
love of crafting with like minded people. Showing, telling, and idea-swapping

encouraged!

For more information on any of these programs, please visit our website at www.hpplnjorg.

News frm% Highland Park Fire Department

Did you know the Highland Park Fire Dept trains once a month? Whether it's hot, cold,
raining or snowing the HPFD conducts monthly drills, because they need to sharpen their
skills and be ready for the unknown. They drill as if their lives depends on it because it
does. In March our career firefighters trained our volunteer firefighters on the equipment
in the apparatus, where it's located in the apparatus, and how to use it.

The HPFD is always looking for volunteer firefighters. If you are interested in being part of
\ this noble calling and want to give back to your community, please reach out to them at
(732) 572-4323, :

M/w{aj; from the Woodbridge Ave.
Nelghborhood Preservation Program (NPP)

Woodbridge Ave NPP’s Current Initiatives and Year Four Plans

E e Ave . .

IEERLIOEERSS | As we enter the fourth year of Highland Park’s Neighborhood Preservation Program (NPP),
.| we're excited to build upon our past successes with new initiatives aimed at enhancing the

district's appeal.

This year, we are expanding our facade grant program to include residential properties,
helping homeowners revitalize their building exteriors and contribute to the neighborhood's
visual appeal. Commercial facade improvement grants will also

continue, ensuring our business corridors remain welcoming and well-maintained.

In addition to these grants, we are planning public art installations and enhancements to our streetscape, including
upgraded seasonal decorations, new planters, and additional street furniture.

We're also strengthening support for small businesses through resources like Beyond Main, Highland Park’s online
marketplace, where local businesses can create a free profile to expand their reach. Business owners can benefit
from free business mentorship, which provides guidance on state-level grants and application assistance.

We will soon be launching Placer.ai reports offering foot traffic and visitor demographic
insights to help businesses make informed decisions. District residents and visitors should look forward
to a Woodbridge Ave sidewalk clean-up and the installation of new street furniture ahead of spring.

Please visit our NPP webpage for more information:
https://www.hpboro.com/government/neighborhood-preservation-program

For questions on available grants and upcoming projects, contact Rutuja Vartak, NPP
Coordinator, at rvartak@hpboro.com or 732-287-5801.
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/
Highland Park Police Dept. wins federal grant, to hire three new officers

We are pleased to announce that the Highland Park Police Department received a grant
from the United States Department of Justice's Cops Hiring Program (part of the Community
Oriented Policing Services division) to hire three additional police officers. The search

for these officers is underway.

“One of our most essential commitments to our residents is to ensure public safety,’ said
Mayor Elsie Foster. “The Borough Council and | are gratified to see the HPPD's success
in securing new resources, to expand the department and better serve our town. We look
forward to meeting these new officers and seeing them build on the HPPD's well-regarded
commitment to community policing.”

The Borough learned late last year that the HPPD received this award, which provides funds for the first three
years of each officer’s salary that must be matched by funds from the Borough. The Borough Council passed a
resolution in November formally accepting the award granted to the HPPD

and signaling the Borough's commitment to support the funding needed.

“We could not have won this award without the staunch support of so many community leaders, who wrote
glowing letters about our police department that we included with the application,’ said Rick Abrams, Chief of the
HPPD. “We are very grateful for their support and for the tireless efforts of Lt. Dave Soden, who spearheaded the
completion and submission of the application.’

News from Main Street Highland Park

We invite residents and visitors to join us for these fun
and family friendly spring activities in the Borough:

¢ Highland Park 5k Race: Sunday May 4th
For more information and to sign up,
go to: https://runsignup.com/hp5k

¢ Spring Fling Street Fair & Earth Day Fest: Sunday May 4th
11:30 am - 4:30 pm on Raritan Ave.
To register for a booth, see: www.StreetFairs.org
or send email to info@StreetFairs.org

¢ Planting Days: Thursday May 22nd & Friday May 23rd
To register to participate; send email
to mainstreethighlandpark@gmail.com

« Highland Park Farmers Market, Fridays through'Decefmber
11:00 am - 5:00 pm, in the municipal parking lot between
S.2nd & S. 3rd Avenues
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