RESOLUTION NO. 1-25-24
BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION’S ROAD DIET DESIGN FOR THE PORTION OF
STATE ROUTE 27 BETWEEN 6™ AVENUE AND THE EDISON BORDER

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council petitioned the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (“NJDOT”) for many years to address traffic safety concerns on the northern
portion State Route 27 between 6 Avenue and the Edison Border (referred to as “Upper Raritan
Avenue”); and

WHEREAS, on May 2, 2017 the Borough Council of the Borough of Highland Park
passed Resolution No. 5-17-167 in support of a “Road Diet for Upper Route 27” that called for
elimination of a vehicle travel lane in each direction; and

WHEREAS, “Road Diets” are a proven technique for reducing traffic speeds and
enhancing safety for all roadway users; and

WHEREAS, from October 2, 2023 to October 16, 2023 the NJDOT held a Virtual Public
Information Center to solicit feedback from the public for the a Road Diet concept design for
Upper Raritan Avenue, which proposed reducing the number of motor vehicle travel lanes from
four to two lanes with 6-foot buffered bicycle lanes in both directions; and

WHEREAS, on November 15, 2024, NJDOT shared its updated and preferred concept
design for the Road Diet that proposed reducing the number of motor vehicle travel lanes from
four lanes to two lanes with a center turn lane and 5-foot un-buffered bike lanes in both directions,
to address the concern that vehicles may utilize the bicycle lanes to bypass vehicles making left
turns; and

WHEREAS, the NJDOT has informed the Borough that a Maintenance Work Order has
been expedited in order to implement the Road Diet striping and signage plan in 2025 as an interim
improvement while the full project, inclusive of all sidewalk, access and signal upgrades, will be
implemented after the necessary survey work, engineering and access agreements are in place,
most likely in the Fall 2027; and

WHEREAS, the NJDOT requires a Resolution of Support from Mayor and Borough
Council of the Borough of Highland Park for the updated concept design in order to proceed with
the interim improvements; and

WHEREAS, the Highland Park Police Department and Borough Engineer have reviewed
the updated concept plan and find it to be acceptable.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of

Highland Park, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that:

1) The Mayor and Borough Council hereby support NJDOT’s updated Road Diet concept
plan for Upper Raritan Avenue, which includes two lanes of vehicle traffic, 5-foot

bicycle lanes in both directions and a center turn lane.

2) The Mayor and Borough Council find it to be in the best interest of the public safety of
Borough of Highland Park for the NJDOT to reduce the speed limit on Upper Raritan
Avenue to 30 miles per hour, in conjunction with implementation of the Road Diet.

3) The Mayor and Borough Council request that the NJDOT install additional signalized
crossings on Upper Raritan Avenue as part of the second phase of implementation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to
the New Jersey Department of Transportation and the Borough Administrator.

I, Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Highland Park, New Jersey, do hereby
certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Highland Park Borough
Council at a meeting held on January 21, 2025.

Jennifer Santiago, Borough Clerk

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES
Council Member Ayes Nays Abstain Absent
George X
Hale X
Hersh X
Kim-Chohan X
Postelnik X
Vargas X




