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GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR

As we greet the new year of 2025, 1 offer the three photos accompanying this column to share a sense
of our successes in 2024 and our plans for the months ahead. These photos were taken at three different
ribbon cuttings in the fall and they each represent different efforts of our governing body to meet the
needs of our residents.

On October 15th we were delighted to gather to cut the ribbon at the much anticipated and now artfully
decorated Dee Dee’s Pizza, on Raritan and Sixth Avenues. This ribbon cutting showcases our drive for
redevelopment and business growth in Highland Park. You can see this sense of mission in our work to
welcome and support new businesses in town, resulting in recent arrivals like the MeeTu tea and flower
shop, Slick Barbershop, Eyedocs Med Eyecare/Couture Eyewear, and more.

On November 7th we cut the ribbon at the newly renovated Tot Lot on Felton Ave. We were honored to
be joined at this event by the Director of the Middlesex County Board of Chosen Commissioners, Ronald
Rios, and to acknowledge support from the Middlesex County Open Space and Recreation Fund towards
this project. This ribbon cutting reflects our continued commitment to improving our parks and creating
more accessible, safe, and inviting public spaces for our residents.

On November 11th we cut the ribbon at the newly renovated Highland Park Public Library, where we
were joined by our Assemblyman Sterley Stanley, the New Jersey State Librarian, and hundreds of resi-
@ dents. This ribbon cutting reflects our dedication to continuous improvement in the provision of services
&l to our residents, a dedication you can also plainly see in the recent facility upgrades at the Highland Park
Community Center.

We are actively working to build on our achievements in each of these three areas in 2025. Please look
for more advances in business growth and redevelopment, the upgrade of our public spaces, and the
refinement of public services in the next year.

@ Wishing you a safe and enjoyable winter,
" FElsie Foster, Mayor

UPDATEoznm, Councilman Matt Hale




UPDATEDzmm, Councilman Matt Hale

News Azrm’(iw Department of Aging

Please Save The Date for these upcoming events:

January 27th at 12:00pm
Lunar New Year Luncheon

Enjoy lunch and music. Kosher option available upon request.

February 11th at 12:00pm
Valentine’s Day Luncheon

Enjoy lunch and music. Kosher option available upon request.

March 18th at 12:00pm
St. Patrick’s Day/Spring Luncheon

Enjoy lunch and music. Kosher option available upon request.

Please like the Departmen
workshops, and resources on the

Community Services Outreach and Assistance/Reminders:
Meet with the Borough’s Social Worker, Nicole Huff, by
calling (732) 819-0052 or emailing her at nhuff@hpboro.com
to schedule an appointment.

Highland Park Community Food Pantry

Distributions are held on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each
month, from 9:00 am — 10:45 am and 6:00 pm — 7:00 pm,
and on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month, from

9:30 am — 10:30 am. For more information or for food
emergencies when food pantry is not open, please reach out
to (732) 819-0052 for assistance.

artment posts virtual offerings,
itional programming for the spring and
in person programming.
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News from Highland Park Recreation

ovation we can give them!

News frm’(‘ke, Highland Park Fire Department

On November 19th & 20th the Highland Park Fire Dept supported the community by
assisting members of the Police Dept and Teen Center in handing out turkeys, bread ean .
& other canned goods to our residents. The HPFD members enjoyed helping out & being
able to assist residents. Residents told the HPFD members that they loved seeing the Fire

Dept. at the distribution event.

On Nov 30th the Highland Park Fire Dept participated in the annual Christmas Tree
Lighting. The Fire Dept ushered in Santa Clause on their ladder truck and the kids,

and the adults, couldn't be more excited. The Fire Dept gave out Plastic Fire Helmets to
all the kids. The Mayor wrote to the HPFD: "Thank you for bringing joy, excitement, and
a special holiday spirit to Highland Park, making our town a happier and brighter place
during this festive season.” The Fire Dept appreciates being asked every year to

participate and they thoroughly enjoy helping out.

Winter with HP Rec is going to be un-brr-lieveable! In December, they kicked off their 2025 Youth Basketball
League with their annual Coaches' Training hosted by Tom Sclafani of Coaches Choice USA and their 3rd-6th
grade Skills Clinic with Coach Tony Brewster. They'll be making plays and memories when opening game
day and the start to K-2nd clinics come bouncing in on Sunday, January 5th!

{ HPYTC's performance of Disney's Beauty & the Beast Jr. takes place on Thursday, January 9th at 6:30pm or
1 Sunday, January 12th at 3:00pm in the HPHS Auditorium! Admission is free with a suggested donation of $5.
 The musical theatre participants have been running lines since September and deserve the biggest standing

News Azmm,m Highland Park Public Library

Mondays, January 13 - February 24,
3:00 - 4:00 pm. Children can register for
a 15-minute time slot to practice their
T B reading with therapy dog Daisy.Please
~ Library call or email our Youth Services

SSSSSS===_ Librarian, Karen, at 732-572-2750

or email her at kjarzabski @hpplnj.org
to check availability and register.
You may register for as many dates as you would like.

Tot Time

Tuesdays, January 7- February 11, 10:30 am

Stories, songs, movement, and rhymes for children ages 2-3.
No registration required!

Books & Babies

Wednesdays, January 8 - February 12, 10:30 am

Lapsit Storytime for caregivers and their little ones,

ages newborn to 24 months. Each session will be about 20
minutes of simple songs, finger plays, bounces and stories.
No registration required!
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The library is settling down this winter into its newly renovated space. As we get back into our

LEGO Club

Thursdays, January 2 and February 6, 3 pm

Build with LEGOs with your friends! Each month will
feature new LEGO challenges to try! For children in
grades K-5.

routines and great programming, here is a snippet of what is to come in 2025.
@ Read to Daisy the Therapy Dog
THT
|

Mosaic Craft

Thursday, January 16, 2:30 pm

Celebrate NJ Islamic Heritage Month and make a
Moroccan-inspired mosaic. For students in grades 2-5.
Registration is required.

Graphic Novel Book Club for Kids

Thursdays, January 30 and February 27, 3 pm

Discuss a different graphic novel each month and do

a fun activity that goes along with the book. For students
in grades 3-6. Registration is required.

Teen Dungeons and Dragons

Teen Dungeons and Dragons will be coming back to the
library one Thursday a month starting in January! Keep
your eye on the Teen page and our Instagram to see the

upcoming dates!




to Borough Staff

The Borough of Highland Park is pleased to announce the addition of two talented individuals to its
professional staff.

Jake Callahan assumed the position of Assistant Borough Administrator in early November. In that capacity,
he will work closely with Borough Administrator Teri Jover to help manage Borough operations, research and
apply for grant opportunities, implement the decisions of the Mayor and Borough Council, and support the
work of the Borough's boards, commissions, and committees.

Jake can be reached at jcallahan@hpboro.com.

Rutuja Vartak assumed the position of Economic Development Coordinator in late October. In that role, she
will support all redevelopment initiatives and the activities of the Neighborhood Preservation Program (NPP),
a New Jersey State funded five year project to rejuvenate the Woodbridge Ave district. She will also help raise
the visibility of opportunities in the Borough of Highland Park for potential new businesses and customers.
Rutuja can be reached at rvartak@hpboro.com.

Please join us in welcoming Jake and Rutuja to the staff of the Borough of Highland Park.

T, N
LA
News absu] Woodbridge Avenue NPP

The Woodbridge Avenue Neighborhood Preservation Program (NPP) is now in Year Three of its five-year implementation
plan aimed at revitalizing the Woodbridge Avenue commercial corridor and surrounding neighborhoods from So. 6th Street
to Edison. With support from a newly appointed Borough staft member and a dedicated volunteer committee of residents
and business owners, NPP works toward building a vibrant, welcoming community.

Festive snowflake decorations were installed along Woodbridge Avenue, adding holiday charm, while new benches and trash
receptacles were placed throughout the district. Grants were awarded to several businesses and Irving School, supporting
property upgrades that enhance the area’s overall appeal.

The Borough is also working with local businesses to connect them to new grant opportunities from NJEDA, NPP's own
grant programs, as well as digital tools like Beyond Main and Placer.AI, which offer marketing and shopping solutions as well
as location-based data analysis to help them grow and better engage with their customers. These resources are designed to
support business growth, attract customers, and strengthen community engagement.

Looking ahead, Woodbridge Ave NPP remains committed to fostering economic development and improving neighborhood
aesthetics. Additional streetscape improvements, including new street banners and planters, are coming soon. Business and
property owners interested in future grant opportunities or involvement in NPP projects can contact rvartak@hpboro.com
for more information.

Are you feeling out of
the loop on local news?

SIGN UP FOR

NIXLE ALERTS

AT HPBORO.COM

SMS/Text & Email Options Available
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