BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
Welcome to Highland Park! It’s a great place to live, work, and visit. We are a diverse, vibrant and
progressive community of passionate, talented and caring citizens, known for great schools, beautiful,
safe neighborhoods and a variety of amenities for our residents—including terrific restaurants featuring a
wide assortment of international flavors and genres, casual spaces to grab a cup of coffee or a snack, a
supermarket, several pharmacies, an eclectic mix of retailers –with a niche in health, wellness and
organic/natural products, as well as, a variety of health care practitioners and professional services. From
the spring, through the fall, residents and visitors crowd our increasingly popular farmer’s market, to take
advantage of the finest in local produce and grocery items. People of many faiths fill our varied houses of
worship, and our senior and recreational program professionals provide stimulating activities for our
residents of virtually every age.
But we have so much more that makes us attractive to so many:
•We have one of the best public school systems in the nation; in 2009, Highland Park High School earned
a “Silver” medal in the prestigious U.S. News & World Report competition. Only 23 New Jersey schools
scored this well
• In 2008, Highland Park High School students earned an average combined SAT score of 1660
and we had 11 National Merit Finalists or Scholars. About 9 out of 10 of our graduates go on
to college.
• Extensive free public parks bounded by the Raritan River add more than just magnificent scenery; a
wide range of recreational amenities are available for free. Additionally, one of these parks provides a
home for our annual Independence Day celebration featuring live entertainment and fireworks; the
outdoor recreation complex at our High School provides endless enjoyment and day/night access to
athletic fields and a track for walking or running; we are also easily accessible to nearby running/bike
trails, and the complex is lit for nighttime use
• We are dedicated to protecting the environment; in addition to adopting a variety of ordinances to help
preserve our local environment, we have been designated a Tree City by the National Arbor Day
Foundation, every year since 1994; additionally, the Borough is home to the Eugene Young
Environmental Center as a tribute to a longtime beloved community leader, whose passions included
environmental protection and preservation
• We are conveniently located within easy reach of a myriad of employers, including New Jersey’s
largest university, major pharmaceutical and technology companies, and New Jersey Transit bus and rail
lines. Accordingly, we are an easy commute to Newark, New York and other destinations along Amtrak’s
Northeast Corridor. Our neighboring community of New Brunswick boasts world-class hospital care rich
cultural resources- including a performing arts center and a museum, so there are activities for virtually
every interest
• Our innovative public library is more than just a place to borrow a rich variety of materials—books,
periodicals, and multimedia; this communal treasure is an important gathering place for cultural
enrichment, children’s programming and thought-provoking idea exchange
• Diversity is not just our strength-it’s what defines us. Not just in terms of ethnicity race, gender or
religion; we provide more than just activities for our Seniors by offering them a nutrition program,
supported by guidance on various health and economic support programs that help them maintain an
affordable and dignified standard of living. And our recreation programs are structured to encourage
maximum participation and personal development, rather than simply focus on competition for its own
sake

I urge you to take advantage of all Highland Park and it neighboring communities have to offer; I would
also invite you to get involved and volunteer to help us continue to make this a wonderful community-for
today-and tomorrow. It’s a great way to get to know us, and each other. I’m sure you’ll find your
involvement both a rewarding, and enjoyable way to contribute your own unique skills and talents for our
collective benefit.
And of course, if you have questions, concerns or suggestions, please be sure to contact me, or one of
my colleagues on our Governing Body.
With best wishes,

Gary Minkoff
Mayor

